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ADVERTISEMENT. 

cj^KE following Sermons are prefenteJ 
to the Public with all the deference 
which the nature of their publication can 
demand, or the deepejl fenfe of obligation 
can fuggefi ; both being too well known to 
render an explanation neceffary. 

Candour will, doubtlefs, make due allow- 
ance for any inaccuracies or defeats which 
may be difcovered in a work not prepared 
for tbeprefs by its author $ while tbofe who 
*witb Jo much liberality have exerted tbem- 
felves, and promoted the fubfcription, will be 
pleafed to accept the mofi fincere and cordial 
acknowledgments which gratitude can offer. 
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*?be Lord was with Jofepb. 



A 



MONGST all the noble and in- serm. 



Jlru&ive hiftories recorded in the 
Qld Tcftament, there is not perhaps one 
from whence fo much, ufefut knowledge 
may be drawn, as from the narration 
now before us ; whereia the circam- 
fiances are fo peculiarly kiterefting, the 
iffff refs fo exquifrte, the efcapes fo ifrira* 
CUlotis, the confequences fo unexpe&ed, 
; B z and 



i. 



4 On the Hiftory of Jofepb. 

serm. gnd at the fame time fo defirablcj the 
whole fo feelingly and fo pathetically de- 
fcribed, as to merit our repeated notice, 
and to cajl for our perpetual admira- 
tion. I intend therefore to lay before 
you, as briefly as poffible, the feverai 
occurrences of this beautiful relations 
and as I pafs along, to draw from them 
fuch inferences and reflexions as may 
poffibly be of fome ferviee to us with 
regard to our own future condu&. 

The hiftory of Jofeph may indeed, 
with the utmoft propriety, be called the 
hiftory of Virtue, of virtue deferted, 
perfecuted, and, opprefled, ftruggling 
through a variety of afflictions and temp- 
tations, fupported throughout by the 
interpoiition of Divine Providence, at 
length emerging from darknefs andde- 
fpair to light and life, rifing fuperior tQ 
all its calamities, and fhining forth in tfye 
^ utmoft 
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ttmoft fplendor of power, affluence, and serm* 
profperity* 

Jofeph, the ele£ and favourite of God, 
pre-ordained by the Almighty as a chofen 
inftrument to fet forth his divine power 
and goodnefs, wis the youngeft fon of 
the patriarch Jacob : he is introduced 
to us by the infpired writer* in his early 
youth ; when he was but feventeen years 
old we find him feeding the flock with 
his brethren. The firft circumftance re* 
corded of him is, that the lad was with 
the fins of Bilbab> and with the fins of 
Zilpaby bis father's wives ; and Jofipb 
brought unto his father, their evil report. 
The feeds of virtue which were fown in 
his mind began even in this tender age 
to fprout forth in an abhorrence of vice, 
riot, and debauchery. He faw fomething 
in the conduft of his brethren and com- 
panions which difpleafed and difgufted 
B 3 him, 
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serm. him, which the natural openncfs of foul, 
ever attendant on this period of life, 
ftrongly prompted him to difclofe : and 
accordingly we find that he brought to 
his father their evil report ; that is to fay, 
Tie acquainted Jacob with their ill eon*, 
dud 5 the natural confequence of which, 
was to bring on him the hatred and ill* 
will of his brethren : and thus it ever 
happens to the good and virtuous ; thofe 
who deteft vice and falfebood are fere 
to be perfecuted and opprefled by the 
vicious and the falfe, who feldom for- 
give the witnefles of their guilt, or the 
difcoverers of their hypocrify. But an-> 
other circumftance confpired alfo to ren- 
der Jofeph the unhappy objedt of envy 
and abhorrence. Ifrael, we are told, loted 
Jofeph more than all his children ; and 
the reafon is immediately added, becaufe 
he was the child of his old age. 

We 
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We &all £t»i in the courfe of the hi£ SER*£ 
toy, that the extraordinary regard and 
tenderhefs which Jacob cxpreflcd for his 
datii*ig Jofeph, inftead of contributing 
*e the happmefs of his child, was the 
fotsrce of all his raifery $ from Whence 
we may obferve, as we pafs along, that 
providence doth frequently fefem {as ia 
the cafe before us) by a kind of inter- 
fering juftke, to punifh the unwarrant- 
able partiality of parents in the unequal 
distribution of love mdaftt&wn towards 
their children ; which one would think 
might convey feme ufeful refle&ions to 
thofe who come after them. How many 
amorfgft us every clay imitate the folly of 
Jacob, in loving to excefs the children 
of their old age ! How few are happy in 
feeing that fondnefs fo amply repaid as in 
the example of Jofeph. 60 weak said, 
fo fhort-fighted is man, that the very 
means which he shakes ufe of po procure 
B 4 to 
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SWM. to Hmfelf pleafure and fatisfa&iotf, 'artf 
often the vifible and only canftof aH 
his trouble and calamity/ * Thus the love 
of Ifrael for his fon Jofeph, by railing 
thp jealoufy of his brethren, involved 
him in that whole feries of misfortunes 
which afterwards befel him- ' The coat 
of many colours, which we are told his 
f»th«r had made for him, immediately 
pointed him out as ail objeft cff envy* 
Thb mark ©f fuperiority might* how- 
ever, have paffed unnoticed and unpu- - 
nifhed, had not another far more pre* 
vailing diftinftion alarmed and awakened 
their animofity . Jofeph dreamed a dream a 
Behold, feid he to his brethren, we were 
binding Jbeaves in thefleld % and lo % myJheaf 
erofe and flood upright 5 and behold your 
Jheaves flood round about* and made obei- 
•fance to my Jheaf. There* is a remark* 
able propriety in this dream, whkh>I 
do not remember-to have been obferved, 

and 
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aijd which yet fufficiently appears in the serrl 
fequel of the ftory j namely, the vifible ^ 
allufion which the image carries with 
it to the dearth of corn in Judea : they 
were binding fheaves in the field, and 
their fheaves made obeifance to my ftieaf. 
This dream, we may obferve, demanded 
no extraordinary capacity in the inter- 
pretation of it : the meaning of it was 
extremely obvious, and could not poflibly 
be miftaken by them, being no lefs than 
a plain and pofitive predidtion of Jofeph's 
future fortune, the fuperiority which he 
was born to enjoy over them, and their 
total fubmiffion to him > a circumftance 
which worldly wifdom (a wifdom he was 
a ftranger to) would doubtlefs have per-r 
fuaded him to conceal : he foon, indeed, 
found reafon to repent his unguarded 
difclofure of it; for, being fent a little 
time after by his father on a meffage of 
love gnd frienjdlhip to.hi§ brethren, to 

fee 



tt> On He BrjMy tf fife$* 

SMM. fee whether it was well with then* aw?t 
with their flocks, they began to fliew 
their jealoufy and hatred of him- Ettvy, 
that worft of hutnan pafiiotts, feised up* 
on them ; a paffion fo malignant ih its 
nature, that no ties can bind, no laws 
reftrain, no confidcratiom, how power- 
ful foever, foften or controul k. In v&m 
did juftice, honour, and piety, pfead foi: 
an innocent unoffending brother: they 
considered liim only in the fight of a 
powerful and dangerous rival, and, as 
fuch, were refolved to embrace the firft 
opportunity that offered itf<#f to deftfoy 
him : and when they faw him affar off, 
they confpired againft him to flay him ; 
and tbey faid one to another, Beb<?M this 
dreamer comet h ; come now therefore and let 
usjlay bim % and caft hm httofome pi( ; and 
we will fay feme evil heajl bath devoured 
Mm; and we Jball fee what will becofae of 
his dreams. The bitter farcafrti at £be 

end 
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tad of this fpeech fttfliciently points out SBRtt. 

to us the caufe of this inhuman refc- < 
tution, which they would probably have 
executed without the leaft remorfe, but 
that one of them felt fome compun&ion 
of mind, and difluaded them from it. 
Reuben, who alone had ftill fome re- 
mains of affeftion for his brother, faid 
unto them, Shed no blood, but eaft htm 
into this fit that is in the mldernefs : this 
was, we muft acknowledge, a fate fcarce 
milder than that to which he had al- 
ready been devoted : but Reuben had, it 
feems, made thi% propofalwith a view of 
faving Joftph, and delivering him to his 
father. With this propofal the reft of 
ihcfe unnatural brethren, (however un- 
willingly) at laft complied j and after 
ftripping him of that coat which had 
already given them fo much uneafinefs, 
caft him into the pit. Reuben, probably 
with a defign to watch his opportunity 

of 
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4BRM. of aflifting his unhappy brother, had re^ 
L tired : when a thought ftruck into the 
mind. of Judah, on feeing the Hhmaelitcfc 
coming down from Gilead, that a fa~ 
vourable occafion now prefented itfelf 
of making every thing fure with regard 
to themfelves, and felling Jofeph to the 
Ifhmaelites. To this they unanimoufly 
agreed, imagining, no doubt, that by 
this means they might as effectually 
prevent the accomplishment of his pre- 
diction, as if they had deftroyed hi$i $ 
it being highly improbable that a flave 
in a foreign country fheuld ever, by a 
reverfe of fortune, arrive at fqch power 
and profperity as to have any dominion 
over them : the event, notwithftandin^ 
was, we .{hall fee, dire&ly oppofite to 
what they had expected, as the ftate of 
fervitude to which Jofeph's brethren re- 
duced him, proved the foundation of all 
his happinefs. Thus doth the proyk 

dencq 
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dence of God always work in fecret for seric* 
the prefervatl 
the innocent. 



the prefervation, and for .the reward of 



There pajfed by> fays the fcripture, Mi- 
dtaniteSy merchant-nten ; and they drew and 
lift up Jofepk ouf tf the pit, and Jold Jofepb 
to the IJhmaelites for twenty pieces of fiver. 

- There were, it feems, at that time 
upon earth, men as void of feeling and 
fcuinanity as in our own times; men 
who made no fcruple, for the fake of 
worldly profit, to buy and fell their 
fellow-creatures; and thefe merchants 
thought, no doubt, that. a young and 
beautiful flave (for fuch Joseph was) 
would prove no difagreeable or unprofit* 
able commodity in Egypt, whither they 
lyere going. 

■ The pra&ice of vending flaves, coiU 
{intied to this day, hath, wc fee, at leaft 

the 
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SE&M. die plpa of antiquity $ and perhaps thi* 
, k the only plea which, it can boaft in 
its favour. In thofe days of darkneft and 
ignorance, we cannot be fo much fur- 
prifed to find this horrid cuftom eftab- 
lifted amongft the idolaters of Egypt ; 
but furely, fo confider that it is flitt 
prevalent, even among thofe who profefs 
therafelves the followers of Chrift* muft 
fce matter of admiration and aftoniih-* 
jnentj and.wer cannot but lament,, that 
this mocking remnant of barbarifm aa£ 
inhumanity «»uld ever take place, and 
iVill iftofe> remain in a Chriftian cons* 
munity. The pracTice^ however, tfotb; 
ftUi fubfift, to the (haste of oar holy reft, 
gio«, and the. disease o£ our nature. 

But to proceed: 
When Jofeph's brethren had thus fold 
hint into, Egypt, it became n*cefla*y for 
Item- to conceal it from their fc*her; 

whcj 



who fbcy knew would tiot foil on their SERifL 
artiif a to enquire aft*r him 3 they made 
IK> fcruple, therefore, Qf adding falfehood 
9fid deceit to ifljaftice and inhumanity. 
When- men once deviate into the paths 
of fin, there 19 no going backwards $ 
$very ftep they take plunges them deeper 
intq guilt, and fvtreils the meafure of their 
iniquity j it yas eafy for them to invent 
a tale, which, from its probability, would 
be readily believed. * ttey took Jofeptfsi 
foot, and killed a kid, aud dipped the coat 
(n the blood \ and brought it to their father \ 
and /aid, This have we found 1 knew now, 
whether it be thy foris coat or no. This 
fable bore with it all the marks of truth, 
^n& was received a; fuch by the unfor- 
tunate Jacob; and be f aid, ft is my fori* 
coat 1 an evil bwjtbatb devoured him. His 
heart was fo pierced with this fudden 
and dreadful calamity, that he rent his 
flpaths, and put fackcloth upon his loins, 
. * N and 
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serm. and mourned for his fon. A darling Ghild 
L t torn from him in a manner fo (hocking, 
was more than his age could fupport : 
he would admit of no confolation, but 
gave hinjfelf up to his forrows } and all 
bis fins and all bis daughters roje up to 
fomfort bim 9 but be refufed to be com- 
forted*, and be /aid, For I will go down 
into the grave unto my fon mourning. 
Thus his father wept for him, whom we 
jnuft now leave in his affliction, to ac* 
company the unfortunate captive Jofeph, 
now fold into Egypt, unto Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh's, and captain pf his 
guard, 

The flattering dream that had pro*- 
mifed Jofeph fuch extraordinary good 
fortune feemed now bat ill accomplifhed * 
a ftate of penury and fervitude in a fo- 
reign land was, to all outward appear*- 
auce, but an indifferent oqaen of future 

power 
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J>6wer and ~ profperity ; very different, serm. 
hdwever, was the fate he met with, from' 1 %l 
that which he had reafon.to expeft. 

The hiftory dfcti vfered down to us hath* 
to the account of JofephV extraordinary 
good fortune, fubjoined alfo the reafon, 
and caufe of it. Tbe Lord was witfrjofepbi 
and therefore, no doubt, be was 4 projper- 
cus man. God.muft be the fountain and 
foundation of every good : little would 
all his induftry and integrity have availed, 
if the Lord had not been with him, tQ 
difcover and to reward , to incline the 
heart of »his matter, and fecure his favour 
and protection. Except the Lord but 14 
tbe houfe, the labour is but vain ofbim that * 
buildetb. But Jofeph gained the love and 
regard of the Almighty, becaufe he de- 
fended it: no fooner was he fettled in 
the fervice of Potiphar, than lie refolved 
to perform pun&iualiy and diligently all 

Vql. I • C the 
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SERM. the duties of his ftation ; fuch was M* 
yv^ honefty, truth, and affiduity, that be 
recommended himfelf hi the (trong*ft 
manner to his matter, fo as to gain his 
entire confidence and efieem* and bis 
tnajler faw that the Lord was with bitn r 
and that the Lord made all that be did tip 
fro/per in bis band; infomucb that be made 
bim overfeer over bis bouje, and all that be 
bad be fut into his band. 

So agreeable was Jofeph's cowdiafdt Arid 
behaviour to the Divine Bring, that toft 
1 find the Almighty extending his raercy 
not only to Jofeph himfdf, but to his* 
matter alfo: the Lord hlefftd the Egyp* 
it arts houfe for JofefVs fate\ and thf 
blejing of the Lord was upon all that be 
had in the houfe, and in the field. Of 
fo great price and eftimatioa are hdnxror 
&nd integrity in the eyes of God > that In- 
frequently eVen fpareth the wicked for the 

fake 
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fake tit the righteous : how noble an in- s&RM. 
citement is this to the pra&ice of virtue ! ww 
with what pleafure muft her followers 
refleft,- that it may be in their power, by 
a fteady and* upright condudt, to fave not 
themfelves only, but their fellow-crea- 
tures alfo ; their relations, friends, kin- 
dred, country, all that have any affinity 
or connection with them ! Thus may the 
good and faithful fervant, like Jofeph, 
preferve a whole family ; thus may the 
pious and religious fon plead with his 
almighty Creator for his profane, negli- 
gent, or irreligious parent 5 and thus, 
bit the other hand, may the juft and con- 
fcieritious parent atone, in fom'e mea- 
fate, for the folly or impiety of a profli- 
gate and rebellious child : thus, to rife 
ftill higher, may private virtue itifure 
public happinefe; and the fingle un~ 
biaffed honour and integrity of one up- 
right counfellor contribute to the fafety, 
C 2 and 



2b On the HiJIory of Jofepb* 

SERM. and fecure the profperity, of a whole 
corrupted nation. " y 

Here then let us ftop, as it were be- 
fore the palace of Pharaoh, and con- 
template with an eye of aftonifhment the 
extraordinary fate of the happy Jofeph ; 
raifed from the loweft and moft 'abjeft 
condition, to a ffcate of affluence, honour, 
fplendor, and profperity ; courted, belov- 
ed, and refpe&ed ; the darling of an affec- 
tionate mafter, the favourite of a power- 
ful monarch, the envy and admiration of 
all beholders* 

Can we pafs over an incident fo (hiking 
and fo remarkable without many a grate- 
ful, many a ferious reflexion, on the gra- 
cious providence of God, which thus 
calleth good out of evil ? . May we not* 
and ought we not, when we confider the 
hiftory before us, to call to mind fome 
parallel inflances of his beneficence to- 
wards 
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wards us ; fome circumftance of our life serm; 

h 
wherein that accident or misfortune, <*-C— 

which Teemed big with ruin and de- 
ftrudtion, hath turned out in the end to 
our benefit and advantage ? This (hould 
teach us to remember, that we are all in 
the hands of a kind and beneficent Crea- 
tor, who watcheth over us in the hour 
of diftrefs, and is always able, if we con- 
fide in him, to remove it from us. We 
fee in what manner he extricated the un- 
happy Jofeph from difficulties apparent- 
ly infuperable: we (hall perceive the fame 
divine power again interpofing to fave his 
beloved favourite from ftill greater dan*- 
gers, and a more imminent deftruttion. 

In the profecution of this hiftory, we 
fhall find the circumftances growing every 
inftant more interefting, more ferious and 
pathetic, abounding with ftill more/fre- 
quent inftruftion. I fhall therefore dwell 
with pleafure on every one of them, and 
C 3 eudea* 
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serm. endeavour to draw from them that raoraj. 

w^ ufe and improvement which will moft 
naturally refult from them, and which it 
was moft probably the intention of the 
infpired writer to inculcate* 

But this, as it would exceed the limits 
of our prefent time, muft be deferred to 
another opportunity, I fhall therefore 
conclude this difcourfe with this fingle 
refledion, that an upright and virtuous 
courfe of life is almoft fure, as we fee 
from the hiftory before us, to meet its 
reward in this life, though, perhaps, not 
in fo exemplary a manner as in the cafe 
of Jofeph ; but though it fhould not, we 
ought not to be difcouragedj for the 
confeious approbation of our own hearts 
not only amply repays us for any facri- 
fice we make to virtue, but whatever 
may be our lot here, fuch a life will 
certainly fecure to us endlefs felicity 
hereafter. 
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Genesis XXXIX. a. 

ffle Lord ipas with ^ofefh. 

N the conclufion of my laft dif- seri*. 
courfe oh thefe words, I brought 
down the hiftory of Jofepb to that re- 
markable period wherein the providence 
of God had raifed him to the highefl ho- 
nour and preferments in the court of 
Pharaoh. He who had fo lately called 
for pity, was now, by an aftonifhing 
change of fortune, become an objett of 
envy and admiration : he feemed to have 
Raffled, as it were, the power of the 

waves, 
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sbrm. waves, and to be landed fafely in the 

J^ harbour of peace and profperity, when 

a violent and unexpe&ecf ftorm arofe, 

which drove him once more into the 

ocean, and almoft overwhelmed him. 

The attra&ions of Jofeph's perfon were, 
it feems, ao lefs ftriking AK& fiag\}lar than 
thofe of his mind. That beauty which 
had already been fo prejudicial to him, 
and which was probably the caufe of Ja- 
cob's partial affe&ion, became again &£ 
fource of forrow and qiisfortune.. 

Such is the unhappy lot of human 
nature, that we are frequently ruined 
and betray'd even by the perfe&ions of it. 
Thofe external accomplifhments which 
are fo. fervently tidied for* and fp fol^ 
Ijcitpufly preferved^ but toQ often, prQYQ 
a dangerous and a deftru&ive j?re-ero.iU 
nence, which Jofcph fenftbly aj\d fetally 

cxpe r 



On tie #iJiory of Jtfefl. 27 

experienced j for the wife of Potiphar $erm. 
go fppner cafl: her eyes upon, than fhe 
conceived a violent and fhameful paffion 
fpr him, which no confiderations of ho- 
nour, duty, or gratitude, could prevail 
on her to reftrain. This, we muft ac- 
knowledge, was the ftrongeft teft of his 
integrity, and the fevereft trial of hhj 
virtue. Youth and beauty, power an4 
intereft, ambition and opportunity, con- 
fpired to urge him. on to the commif- 
fion of fin: but thofe well-grounded 
principles which had hitherto direftcd 
all his aftions, together with that divine 
grace which affifted him in them, now 
enabled him to refift, and to overcome, 
the powerful temptation. He could not; 
bear the thought of injuring, in fo tender 
a point, the beft and molt indulgent of 
Hirers. Honv> fays he to her, can Id* 
this great wicktdnefs, and Jin againjt God? 
Her$ l?t us ftop a moment to refleft on 

the 
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6ERM. tfo conduct of this amiable youth. Wheii 
he was now, as it were on the very brink 
of deftru&ion, he flarts back with hor- 
ror at fight of the precipice before him, 
fummons the powers of reafon and reli- 
gion to his aid, and cries out, how can I 
do this great wickednefs, and Jin againjl 
God? What a noble leflbn of inftruc- 
tion may thefe words afford us : What 4 
fair pattern and ftandard has Jofeph left 
to pofterity ; and how much lefs of fin 
and fojrow would there be in this world, 
were men to follow fo excellent an ex- 
ample ! If, when any dangerous tempta- 
tion attacked, any darling paflion foli- 
cited us, we would but ftop a moment 
only to repeat this fljort fentence, hono 
can I do this wickednefs and Jin againji 
God? what anfwer would our hearts re- 
turn to this fevere and penetrating queft 
tion ? that anfwer, doubtlefs, which Jo- 
feph's did 5 that to commit the fin, what- 
ever 
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aver it was, would be ingratitude to the Sbrm, 
beft and moft generous of mafters, (for 
fuch Qod is to us all) who committeth 
all that he hath to our hands, and keepeth 
back nothing from us which we ought; 
to wifh for or defire. But the followers 
of vice are too rapid and precipitate in . 
their purfuit of it, ever to ftand ftill in 
the journey : they rufh on without fear, 
without relu&ance or remorfe. To fuch, 
however, if they are not paft all reflec- 
tion, I would point out the confequen- 
ces of this feafonable deliberation in the 
good and confcientious Jofeph, who re- 
filled the arts of the feducer, and was in 
the end amply rewarded for it, by bleffings 
which, though not immediately beflowed* 
were carefully referved for him. 

Such, indeed, hath been the degene- 
racy and corruption of mankind in every 
age, that it is generally dangerous, often- 
times 



# 

serm. time's deftflicttvei to be Angularly vlf- 
tJJiy tuous, which Jdfe|>h fttfficiently expe* 
fienced. He hearkened no* untd he'r,- but 
fefufed to hear the voice of the" charmer j 
and his retfufal Wa*s attended with hi 
natural conference. The tranfition of 
Violent paffions from one to the 6th6r H 
Extremely rapid : hrer love was quickly 
changed into hatred, atrd ali the foftrreft 
of affection into the bittereft and ntoft 
implacable refentment. The delpifed and 
iricenfed wife of Fotipbar was n6W re- 
fcfived to perfecute that virtue which fte 
could not fubdu'e, and to ruin that inno* 
cence which flie was unable to betray. 
She artfully accttfed him therefore of a 
crime, Which, from his abhorrence of a 
vice fo deferrable, and the natural con- 
fequences of it, no temptation could ever 
induce hirri to cotiraiit j and by impofmg 
dn the credulity of her hufbatid, and 
flandering Jofeph, at once fecured and 

enhanced 
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enhanced the affeftiow df the one, itii sim. 
ffctidted Her revenge- oil the other. Her l*vO 
accufdtidn, confirmed by * tjrctimftance 
very ftrong fa her favour, (the garment 
v?hlch {hfe hid vtrrefted from hint) eafiry 
presented her a firm belief : '<&#</ Libert *fo- 
feptfs mafier heard the wards of his tuife, 
bit wrdtfr was kindled, and he took him, and 
put him itito the prifon, a place where' ihe 
$£hgs prijoners Were bound', and be -war 
there in the prifin. Thus Vva* Jofeph 
&!& ddwtr on a fadden from the heighth- 
of gldfyarid happirfcfs, to the loweft and 
iSoft abject condition ; obliged to relirt- 
qtfalr stlf his honour?, and ik> xjuit' the 
ijrfenddr and gafety of a cotart, for a fcerte 
of fdrrow arid diftrefe, ift a dferk and 
loathfome* dtmgeott. But the ffrn* and 
honeftmntd feels rio cTiattge of place or 
ccfldifionj is equally happy, becaufe 
equally good, in affioerice o* ^efiffry, in- 
sr palace or a prifon> Jofeph carried with 

him 
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SBKM. him riches that could not be alienated, & 
ti 
* i freedom that could not be enthralled, a 

confeience void of offence. He who has 
this companion, will always have a ftill 
nobler and more able friend* even his 
great Creator, as Jofcph had. <Tbe Lord, . 
we read, was Jill with him, and jhewed him 
mercy* and gave him favour in the fgbt of 
the keeper of the prifon. The minds of 
fuch men are feldom foftened into com- 
panion, or open to the dictates of huma- 
nity ; their hearts are, for the moft part* 
from being, conftantly ufed to the fight 
of diftrefs, callous and infenfible : but 
there is a native beauty in the face of 
innocence which wins the affe&ion of 
the moft obdurate; and a dignity in 
virtue, which commands refpeft and de- 
ference from the moft abandoned. Jo- 
feph feemed born to rule and dire6t 
wherever he appeared -, infomuch that 
the keeper of the prifon committed to Jofeph* s 

hand/ 
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band j all the prifoners that were in the SERfcf, 

11. 
prifon-, and wbatfoever they did there y he ^^w 

was the doer of it. The keeper of the prifon 

looked not to any thing that was under his 

hand, becaufe the Lord was with bim> and 

that which he did t the Lord made it 4o 

pro/per. 

Jofeph, however, was ftill a captive, 
Confined to a fphere infinitely beneath 
his exalted talents, tohich called for a 
nobler field to expatiate in : and an acci- 
dent foon happened, defigned no doubt, 
by the Providence of God, which gave 
kin an opportunity of difplaying that 
extraordinary knowledge and wifdom, 
which God had fo liberally beftowed on 
him. The chief butler and baker of 
Pharaoh's houfehoid had offended their 
mafter, and were both committed (pro- 
bably on fufpicion of fraud in their fe- 
veral offices) to the fame prifon where 

Vol. I. D ~ Jofeph 
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SERM. Jofeph lay, Thefe men dreamed each of 
them a dream. 



The caufe, nature, and efficacy of 
dreattis, hath ever been, and will always 
continue to be, matter of fuch doubt awl 
uncertainty, as greatly' to puzzle and 
perplex the underftandings of men. If 
is fufScient oft the prefent occafion to 
remark, that whilft God did himfelf 
gracioufly condefcend to goveffi his 
chofen people, he frequently thought fit 
to reveal his will by this method ; and 
that the interpretation of dreams was 
one of thofe marks by which his fa* 
vourite fervants were generally diftin- 
guiftied; of this Jofeph is a fufficient 
teftimony. To him the unfortunate pri* 
foners applied for an interpretation of 
their dreams ; a tafk which he pcr- 
; fprmed with fo much judgment and 
penetration, as to leave no doubt that 
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(as he before infbrmed them) it muft sfrm. 
tome of God| the whole being exa&ly L 
arid literally fulfilled j for the butler, as 
Jofeph had foretold, was, in a very few 
days after* reftored to his place, and thtf 
baker punifhtfd with that death which he 
mod probably had deferved. 

And here it may not be atnifs to ob- 
fervfe, as a remarkable circumftance, that 
God, in the cafe before us, ordained the 
fame caufe to be productive of two ef- 
fects diredly oppofite. Jofeph's firft 
drearti, concerning his future fuperiority 
over his brethren, occafioned his flavery 
in Egypt j and his fecond was the appa- 
rent inftrument of all his good forturi* 
and advancement. 

There is likevtfife another occurrence 

in this narrative which fhould not be 

pafled oven When Jofeph interpreted 

D 2 the 
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serm. the butler's dream, he defired, that as 
w foon as he ftiould be reinftated in his 
matter's favour, he would make mention 
of him to Pharaoh, and releafe him out 
of the prifon. The butler, notwith- 
standing, when he became great, thought 
s no more of his friend ; but, as great men 
generally do, entirely forgat him. Too 
exa£t an image and reprefentation this of 
the ingratitude of half mankind, who, 
when exalted to wealth and power, fel- 
dom remember the poor and deftitute, 
even though they had been, like Jofeph, 
the inftruments of their advancement, 
and the caufe of all their affluence and 
profperity. 

God thought fit to exercife the pa- 
tience, and to try the fidelity of his fer- 
vant, by detaining Jofeph in the prifon 
two years longer ; when an accident ;h$p- 
pened, which, fortunately for Jofeph, 

refrefhed 
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Tefrefhed the memory of this ungrateful serm. 
courtier. Pharaoh, King of Egypt, < — ^j 
dreamed two dreams, which troubled 
him exceedingly, and applied for an in- 
terpretation of them to all the magicians 
and wife men in the kingdom ; but in 
vain, for none of them could interpret 
the dreams. Then it was that the 
butler, who had fo long forgotten Jo- 
feph, began to recolle£t his obligations 
to him on a fimilar occafion. He relates 
to Pharaoh what had happened two years 
before in the prifon, and mentipuis the 
extraordinary fagacity of Jofeph in his 
interpretation of the two dreams, which 
were both fo exa&ly fulfilled. 

- 4* length the .wifh'd-for period arrived, 
which was to put an end to the afflic- 
tion, and break the chains of this illuf- 
tjipus fuffercr. Pharaoh, pleafed, no 
doubt, at this welcome intelligence, 

.. .^ D 3 fends 
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serm. fends immediately for Jofeph out of 
V-rv prifo n - And Pbaraofr /aid unto Jofepb) 
I have dreamed a dream, and there is none 
that can interpret it : and J have beard 
fay of tbee> that thou canji uriderfiand a 
dream to interpret it f And Jofepb an- 
fwered Pharaoh, faying* it is not in me : 
God Jhall give Pharaoh an anfwer of peace. 

Obferve the meeknefs and humility of 
the heaven-dire6ted Prophet. He dot^ 
not boaft pf his fkill, or attribute any 
thing to his own penptratipn ^nd faga- 
city. It is not in me, feyshe: God Jhall 
give tbee (in ftnfwer. Modcfty is the in- 
feparable companion of merit j and true 
knowledge and wifdom are evej attended 
\>y lowlinefs and diffidence. Pharaoh, as 
. if from this amiable diftruft of his own 
fkill he had conceived a ftill more fa- 
vourable opinion of it, relates his dreams, 
3i}4'defir$§ w interpretation of {hem. 



r 
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Both the dreams and the interpretation, serm. 
tvhich relate to*feven years of plenty 
and feven of famine, ar.e fo well known 
to every one who reads the Bible, 
that I need not here repeat them, 
jbut proceed to the eflfe&s which this 
circumftance produced, and the altera- 
tion which it made in the affairs of 
Jofeph. The excellent judgment and 
penetration which he difcovered on this 
occafion was of the utmoft confequencc 
to Pharaoh, as no left indeed than the 
fafety and profpejrity of his whole king- 
dom depended on it. Jofeph had not 
only foretold that a famine would enfue, 
but pointed put alfo the means of pre- 
venting all the evils naturally attendant 
on fo dreadful a calamity. In the time 
of plenty h<? provided againft want, and 
jn the fummer of abundance and pros- 
perity, laid up againft the penury of ap* 
prpaching winter. He would riot fuffer 
th? cqfn, which remained qver and above* 
P 4 that 
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SERM. t h at w hich was neceffary for prefent cen- 
to mption, to be exported to foreign coun- 
tries, but very wifely and providentially 
kept it at home, 

Jofeph was certainly entitled, for fuch 
falutary advice, to all the favour and pro- 
te6lion which the king could poflibly be- 
ftow on him. Accordingly we find, that 
Pharaoh confidered his merit, and reward- 
ed it. . And hefaid unto Jofeph, Forafmuch 
as God hath Jhewed thee all this, there is 
none fo difcreet and wife as thou art. 
Thou jhalt be over my houfe, and only in 
the throne will I be greater than thou. 
And Pharaoh took off his ring from bis 
hand, and put it upon Jofeph" s hand, and 
arrayed him in veftures of fine limn^ and 
put a gold chain about his neck. And he 
nfade him to ride in the fecond chariot which 
he bad; and thf£ cried before him. Bow 
the knee : and be made him ruler over all 
the land of Egypt, 

Eehoid, 
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Behold, then, this favourite of the Sffm. 
Almighty, not only releafed from a ftate 
of ignominy and contempt, but ad- 
vanced to the higheft rank; fecond in 
honour and dignity to the exalted prince 
of a noble and extenfive kingdom ; the 
guardian and prote&or of a whole peo- 
ple. We (hall find, as we advance in 
the hiftory, that pleafures ftill greater 
than any which power and fplendor 
can beftow were referved for him. In, 
the mean time, from what we have 
already heard, we have reafon to con- 
clude, that the gracious Providence oi 
God worketh every day, and every hour, 
ijnfeen perhaps and unacknowledgedj 
for the defence and prefervation of the 
righteous. Never let the good and vir- 
tuous mind fink under the burthen of 
prefent affii&ion, for God will always 
make it the foundation of future hap- 
pinefs. If, like Jofeph, we refift evil, 

it 



42 O n *&* Hifiory of Joftpb. 

6ERM. it will flee from us. . If we confide in the 
1 ' Moft High, he will never leave nor for- 
fake \js, but will, with thg affliction, 
make a way for us to efcap§ from the 
gloomy abodes of grief, fhame, and for* 
row, to the manfions of honour, pl^T 
fure, and felicity T 
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SERMON III. 



Genesis XXXIX. 2. 

The Lord was with Jofepb. 

JO S E P Hi whom in my two laft dif- 8ERM , 
courfes we have accompanied thro' J^ 
a variety of diftrefles and temptations, 
was now, by the gracious providence of 
God, delivered from. all his forrows and 
misfortunes, and exalted to the higheft 
ftate of happinefs which his ambition 
could wifh for or defire ; the favourite of 
a grateful fovereign, the admiration of a 
powerful, obliged, and united people: 
his honours and preferments, gained not 
by {he feryile arts of adulation, fraud, or 
chicanery, but acquired by real merit, 

and 
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SMrm. and conferred on him with tiniverfai atf- 
hi 

probation. Happy was the king that 

had fuch A minifter, and ftill happier 

that nation which had fuch a guide and 

protector. 

Jofeph, wno did ridt; is minifters tod 
often doj think hirafelf at liberty to fa* 
crifice every thing to his dwn intereft 
and advantage, was /thoroughly fenfibld 
of the weight and importance' ©f the 
truft repofed in him. He aaeeHike an 
hotteft and an upright patriot; faithful- 
to the mafter who employed him, and 
anxious for the prefervation of theptopfc 
committed to his Care. In the fevert 
years of plenty, when the corn teas g a . 
tbered as the fond of the fea^ he laid it up 
inthe ftorehoufes which he had prepared 
for that purpofe. He would not* as I 
before obferved to you, fufFer it to be 
exported, a* it probably had formerly 

been, 
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been, into foreign couhtries, but kept it sEftak 
lit home, well-knowing that when the IIL 
famine which he had foretold fhould 
cpmc, there would be a great and preffing 
demand for it. At the end of the feven 
years, that dreadful calamity which he 
had predifted did a&ually fucceed, and 
the dearth was in all lands. Then did the 
Egyptians fully experience the judgment 
and prudence of Jofeph, who poured 
balm ipto their wounds, and fbftened all 
their calamities. Whilft every nation 
around them was finking under the mif* 
fortune, they Were fatisfied with abun* 
dance, and in the land of Egypt, fays the 
fcripture, there was bread. They had 
not only enough for themfelves, but 
were able alfo to fupply their indigent 
neighbours. Thus may the wifdom and 
integrity of one truly great man reftore 
a finking nation : thus may he evert 
tfojivert misfortunes into bleflings, and 

rende/ 
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$erm. render that evil, which threatened ruiii; 

J!!^ and deftru&ion, produ&ive of benefit and 
advantage to them. All countries, fays 
the hiftory, came into Egypt to Jofepb for" 
to buy corn; a circumftance which we 
fhall fee was of more confequence to Jo- 
feph than every thing which had gone 
before it. For after all that can be faid 
in favour of public fplendor, honours, 
fame, affluence, and every external mark 
of felicity, true happinefs is perhaps only 
to be found within the narrow circle of 
private life, and the fweet endearments 
of domeftic afFe&ion. Raifed as Jofeph 
was to fo fuperior an eminence, God 
had yet in ftore for him a bleffing far 
preferable to any which he had ever 
beftowed on him. The fight of his 
aged father was a nobler fpedtacle thaa. 
the mod gorgeous palace could furnifli $ 
and the dinner with which he enter-* 
tained his brethren, was doubtlefs, to 

him, 
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turn, a more exquifite feaft than all the serm. 
dainties which Pharaoh*s court could fc J* 
ever have afforded hint; 

Let us then turn back our eyes on 
the poor,' aged, unhappy Jacob, who had 
now for the fpace of thirteen years* 
lamented in anguifh and defpair the fup- 
pofed death of his beloved Jofeph 1 when 
behold a public calamity arofe to increafe 
and embitter private diftrefs. The famine 
ivasfore in the land of Canaan : even that 
land which had flowed with milk and 
honey, was now poor and deftitute. This, 
no doubt, greatly affli&ed the, aged 
Patriarch 5 for 4 thofe who have been ufed 
to ^affluence %and profperity, are v always 
the moft impatient under penury and 
lbrrow j and nothing fo embitters prefent 
diftrefs, as this grating remembrance of 
paft felicity. Little, doubtlefs, did Ja- 
cob think that fo fevere a judgment 

Vol. I £ would 
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<Serm. would prepare the way "for his Tuf u^f 
happinefs. 

Very often doth it happen unto us, 
as it did unto Jacob; we arraign and 
condemn the providence of God, even at 
the very time when it is fecretly work* 
jng for our good- We are teld, that a» 
foon as Jacob heard the welcome news 
that there was corn in Egypt, he immedi- 
ately called his ions together, and diP 
patched them with money to purchafe; 
as foon as poffible* that neceffary and 
much-wanted commodity, keeping be- 
hind only his youngeft fon Benjamin, to* 
commune with and comfort him in their 
abfence. They obeyed the orders of their 
father, and fet out upon the^ourney. 

Jofeph, we muff here call to mind* 

had, with his new dignity, aflumed the 

tiew name alfo of ZaphnathPaa-neahj af 

* * i v name 
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hime giveft hirii by Pharaoh, and figfll- skrm. 
ficant of his important office, meaning, 
according to the received interpretation* 
his priirie minifter. To Zaphnath Paa- 
iieah then, a name utterly unknown to 
them (and which accounts, arhorigft other 
feafons, for their not remembering him) 
Jacob's fons were directed to apply, as 
to the only perfon who could relieve 
them, the adminiftration of affairs being 
entirely in his hands; And Jofepb's bre- 
thren came* fays the fcripture, and bowed 
down ibemfelves before him with their faces 
to the earth. How vifible is the finger* 
of God in this whole tranfa&ion ! hoitf 
tjoth it Verify the ©bfervatioft of thei 
infpired writer in the words of my texti 
that the Lord was with Jofepb, directing 
every incident, and guiding every event 
towards the increafe of his honour, and 
the advancement of his happinefs. Thofe 
jfvho had fo cruelly and defpitefully ufed 
£ 2 him, 
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Serm. him, are now intreating his favour, and 
fuing for his protection (they bowed them* 
fehes down before him.) Thus, by a train 
of extraordinary circumftances, fuflici- 
ently pointing out the interpofition of 
Divine Providence, was the prophetic 
dream of Jofeph miraculoufly fulfilled : 
His brethren bowed down before him% 
thofe cruel and unfiatural brethren, who 
imagined they had reduced him td the 
loweft ftate of fervitude, were now fup- 
pliant at his feet, relying entirely on 
' his will, and totally dependent on hi* 
bounty. And this, my brethren, is a 
triumph which frequently awaits, even 
in this world, on the good and virtuous, 
Thofe who have perfecuted and opprefled 
others, are, by the providence of God, 
which fo ordains it, obliged, by a reverfe 
of fortune, to repent of their ill treatment,' 
and to bow down before thofe they have 
injured. Such may ever be the fate of 

the 
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the proud and cruel, who perfecute and SERM. 
opprefs ; and fuch it undoubtedly will <-—v^j 
be, either in this life, or in that which 
is to come. We are told, Jofepb knew 
bis brethren, but they knew not him. It is, 
indeed, fcarce probable, that after fo long 
an abfence, his perfon, circumftances, 
name,- «yery thing fo altered, they could 
have recplle&ed him ; and it is almoft as 
improbable, all things confidered, that be 
ihould not remember them. He who in- 
flifts the wound, may never think of it 
after it is given ; but he who receives, 
will generally carry with him fuch im- 
preflions of it, as cannot eafily be for* 
gotten. At fuch a time, what muft 
have been the emotions, the tender feel- 
ings, and fituation of fuch a heart as 
Jofeph's ! Love and fear, furprize and 
aftonifhment * all thofe mingled paflions 
atonce furrounding him, how wonderful 
was his prefence of mind on the occafion ! 
E3 Ho 
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serm. He was refolved to, delay the difcovery of 
himfelf to a more proper opportunity j 
he affumes fufpicions therefore which 
he had not % the better tp (conceal thofe 
which he bad ; and told them that they 
W ere Jpits* come *P f ee *%>* nakednefs of tbe 
land; a fuppofitiQn which, if we confide* 
the fttuatjqn of the country, might be 
admitted with thp utmoft propriety, as 
that part of Egypt, which bordered oi* 
Canaan, and that only, laid open to in- 
vafion, fo that they might have takeq, 
{his opportunity of feeing whether fa- 
mine had fo reduced Egypt, as tp render 
her an eafy prey to an ambitious neigh- 
bour. This fufpicion naturajly prpduce<J 
that explanation which Jofeph wanted} 
wh^n they replied tq it, that they were alf 
fons of one father $ a circumftance fu#U 
qient tq convince 'him that they came 
pn t\q bad defign, as it would. have been 
highly abfurd to imagine that any one 
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man would fend all his family on fo serm> 
hazardous an enterprize. He then ques- 
tions them feverely about their younger 
brother, and threatens to keep them all 
there till be came. His moft folicitous 
enquiry after his favourite Benjamin 
gives us indeed room to imagine that 
Jofeph ftrongly fufpe&ed them of fomc 
unfair praftices with regard to him. He 
might welU indeed, fuppofe, that the 
fame cruel difpofition of which he had 
Jiinifelf felt the fatal effe&s, might have 
prompted them to fome attack on bis life 
alfo : he infifts, therefore, on their fetch- 
ing hinj* immediately, and in the mean 
, tinje orders them into ftrift confinement. 

A treatment thus apparently fevere had 
the efFeft which might be expe&ed ; it 
filled them immediately with reflections 
vyhich they had not for a long time en- 
tertained, Jt was now above thirteen 
E 4 years 
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*****. years fince they had fold Jofeph intp 
Egypt, and during all that time they had, N 
perhaps, never thought about him : but 
they were riow themfelves on the point 
of being reduced to the fame (late, and 
on the feme fpot too, even in the land 
of Egypt. Every thing confpircd to call 
to their minds the heinoufnefs pf their 
offence, and to point out the juftice of 
the impending puniftiment ; and they /aid 
one to another y we are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in that we Jaw the 
anguijh of his foul when be befqught us, 
and we would not bear ; therefore if this 
diftrefs come upon us. Nothing could be 
more ftriking, or more natural, than this 
refle&ion. But affli&ion is, indeed, the 
beft of matters : when misfortune come$ 
wpon ourfehes, then, and feldom/zV/then, 
do we begin to feel for the calamities pf 
pipers. Whilft fortune and friends fmile 
upon us, whilfl pleafure delights, luxury 

5 l 
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jriiures, and profperity enervates, the conr serm. 
Science is lulled into forgetfulnefs, the J^ 
mind grows remifs and negligent of her 
duty, the heart lofes all its Sympathetic 
tendernefs, and becomes infenfible to the 
feelings of humanity ; but no fooner is 
the wholefome draught of affliction ad- 
miniftred, than the foul awakens from 
its lethargy, the voice of confcience is 
loud and clamorous, and the heart is 
again alive to every tender and delicate 
fenfation: then we begin to look back 
on our paft a6tiops, aqd when yve gre 
reproached from within, cry out witfy 
Jofeph's brethren, we have been very guilty, 
find therefore is this dijlrefs come upon us. 

Whilft virtue remains to comfort, and 
innocence to fuppprt us, there are very 
few dangers that can affright, very few 
paternities that can totally deprefs the 
Jieart $ whilft, on the other hand, nothing 
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jbe&m. £o much increafes terror as guilt; nothing 
fo much heightens and aggravates mif- 
fortuxie as the confcioufnefs of having 
deferved it. Jofeph was fold to flavery, 
and fent to prifon ; his honour and inte* 
grity, the inward complacency and fatifi. 
faction always attendant on the pure and 
tmcorrupted mind, enabled him to bear 
his fufferings with firmnefs and intre- 
pidity^ but when his brethren were in 
trouble, guilt enhanced their forrdw, and 
augmented their punijfoment, 

<?an we not then; from this circum- 
stance, draw an ufeful admonition to our- 
selves ? Should not their example alarm 
our felf-love, excite our compaffion, and 
open our hearts to a proper feeling of the 
diftrefles pf our fellow-creatures ? When 
tfce poor and deftitute cry to us for fwc 
cour, when the fick and the affliaed 
4$cit our aid and protection, let us 

Men 
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Jiften to their prayers, give ear to their sow; 



complaints, and endeavour to relieve 
them ; and, above all, let us be kindly*- 
gfFe&ioi)ed tp thofe pf our own houfhold, 
£et no ill-founded jealoufy and animo- 
sities be fuffered to Joofen the bonds of 
nature, or break this ties pf kindred and 
relation; always remembering, that if w§ 
are cruel, hard-hearted, cold and infen* 
fible to others, wp myft expeft, in cur 
turn* to find them one day the fame to* 
wards us : that afliftance which yc will 
not (end we may \>e obliged to borrow ? 
$nd be denied that pity which we refuf$ 
to give. Wc nmft not e*pe<a that God 
Will always acquit us, as he did the bre- 
thren pf Jofeph ; who were fpared, not 
for their own fakes, but for his, (to be 
fummoned, np doubt, after that, to 3 
Jiigher tribunal, where their behaviour 
will be ftri&ly enquired into, and de- 
servedly reward.) When the brethren 



ni, 
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sfrm. made the refle&ion now before us, little, 
we may imagine, did they fufpeft that the 
objeft of it was fo near them, Jofeph, 
who had purpofely fpoken by an inter- 
preter to coneeal himfelf, over-heard, 
and was To moved by it, that he was 
obliged to withdraw for a time, and vent 
the anguiih of his mind in a flood of 
tears : He turned about > fays the fcrip- 
ture, from them and wept. Nothing can 
be more tender and affefting than this 
cxrcumftance : indeed, irj fuch a fituation, 
it was impoffible to aft in any other 
manner. We are verily guilty > faid they, 
concerning our brother. This was the very 
acknowledgment which he wiftied them 
to make : but it was, at the fame time, 
an acknowledgment which, from fucb 
brethren, he could hardly have expefted y 
his tears, therefore, were tears of joy. 
l^tVtre, that rpufed the emotion, did, 
kprfelf, quickly releafe him from the 

diftrefs 
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diftrgfs of it: be turned about from them sERUfc 
And wept. This unburthened his full m ' 
heart, and gaye him the opportunity, in 
a few moments, to return and. acquaint 
them with his final refolution; which 
was, that Simeon muft remain an hoftagc 
till they came back, and brought Benja- 
min with them ; be took from them Simeon § 
and bound bim before their eyes. Reubtfii 
had, we may remember, protcfted ftrongly 
againft the murder of Jofeph, and pro* 
bably contributed to the preiervation of 
his life : Simeon, therefore, as the eldeft 
of thofe who threw him into the pit, 
was the mod proper objeft of Jofeph's 
fhort-lived refentment, and accordingly 
remained a prifoner in Egypt, We muft 
now accompany the brethren back to 
their native land, and remark the recep- 
tion which they met with from their 
anxious father, which will bring on the 
afFeding cataftrophc of this whole pa- 
thetic 
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mtkti. thetic sihd interetHiig relation,- tvnenc'e* 
IIL I (hail take occafion to draw fuch ufeful 
and inftrudive inference! as, I flatter my 
felf, will -deeply engage your attention, 
and at once fortify and improve thole 
^cfolutioiw which may be of the utmoft 
■fervke to us in our future eondoft. 
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' The Lord was with Jofepb. 
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N the conclufion of my laft difcourfe serm. 

IV 

we left Jofeph's brethren on their re- 



tur A* to the land of Canaan, whither they 
were haftening, with all poflible expe- 
dition, to fetch Benjamin, and redeem 
Simeon, who was left as an hoftage in 
Egypt, when a circumftance happened 
which greatly terrified and alarmed them. 
As they flopped to bait on their jour- 
ney, behold, the money which they had 
carried with them to buy corn was rc- 
ftored to them j andwery maris money was 
found in the mouth ofbisfack, where it had 
Voi,, I, F been 
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SERM. been ftcretty and jtarpfofely ^fenv^ed £y 
order of Jofeph, who, we may imagine, 
thought it would have been an agreeable 
furprize to tTiem: Btff tfrey cohfidered. 
it in another light, as a premeditated de- 
lign of the governor to accufe them of 
fraudulent practices, and take the oppor- 
tunity of making them* bondfmen and 
flaves ; a grbundlefs fufpicion, which 
they had no reafon to' enteFfcairt. Bat 
guilt is always timid* jeafoasj and alarrrf- 
ed ; it is the curfe ef the wicked tp ba 
afraid where n<p* feac is : they were fear*, 
ful of puniiliment, bocaufe they knew 
that they had delsrved it; and theip 
frightened imagination fuggeftcd to thenar 
the worft that could poffibly happen, 'fEe 
conduft of Jofeph was indeed fomething 
ftrange and myfterious, for which they 
could not eafily account. Uncertain* 
however, ?nd anxious for the event, the$ 
proceeded on their journey* and fbon ar* 

rived 
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jdvtd iafely at the houfc' of their father, se&m. 
acquainted him with every thing- that 
had happenedr, and concluded, by re- 
qtlfeffing hyo to- fend $hek brother Ben- 
jfl»in bach with them to Egypt. This 
w*8 a fewre ftiofce, which the afflicted 
Jacjob little e^pecled } he cquld aot bear, 
at th& time of life, thus to he derived 
&$ fvery remaining comfort* and left 
cfciMfafe and forlorn, in the extremity of 
eld age, He expoftuUttes with them m 
the tendered manner 1 Me, fays he, have. 
yt bereaved of my children : Jlfepk. is vot r 
and Simeon is not, and ye it/ill take Ben- 
jamin away. Jt was in vain to represent 
tp him the neceflity ©f returning with 
the younger to free the elder brother. 
When the -mind is oppreCed fey a greater 
calamity, the lefsr is Scarce felt or re- 
garded. Reuben, however, -who was the 
kaft culpable, was, probably, 00 that 
very account, the moft bold and confi* 
F z dent 
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SERM. dent amongft them ; he promifes his 
IV# father, in the moft folemn manner to 
reftore Benjamin fafely to him, and even 
offers up his own two fons,to he (lain/ 
if he did not perform it. Judah enforceth 
the arguments of Reuben, and gene-' 
roufly yields himfelf up as a furety : If I 
bring him not unto thee, fays he, let me 
hear the blame for ever. The old man at 
length, prevailed on by their importu- 
nities, delivers his darling Benjamin into 
their hands, gives them more money for 
corn, together with feveral valuable pre- 
fents for Jofeph, and, with a heavy heart, 
takes his fecond leave of them, little hop- 
ing, perhaps, that he fhould ever meet 
them all again: but the Lord, ever 
watchful over his chofen fervants, had 
only funk him to this ftate of mifery and 
defpair, to give him the more exquifite 
joy and pleafure at their return. Thus 
doth our gn|$ious Creator often try the 

patien^ 
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patience, and deprefs the ; hearts, of his serm. 
faithful fervants, by the moft bitter af- ^iY^, 
flidions, whieh are afterwards turned 
unto good, and rendered productive of 
greater- and more perfect happinefe'. 

Again, then* let Us attend jqfepli's 
brethren to the court of Pharaoh, w.here 
the favourite of the Almighty no fooner 
beheld his beloved Benjamin accompa- 
nying them, than he immediately gave 
orders for their reception, in inch a 
manner, as fufficiently (hewed how wel- 
come a gueft they had brought along 
with them. As foon as they came into 
his prefence, he enquires with moft fo, 
licitoustendernefs after their aged father, 
and then, turning towards Benjamin, fa- 
lutes him in fuch terms, as, no doubt! 
greatly aftoniflied the reft of his brethren ; 
God be gracious to tbee my foil! How 
muft their admiration have been in- 
F 3 creafed, 



' 70 On the Bifiory of jofeph. 

serm. created, when, Coon after, he otfddfefl * 

IV «• 

* magnificent entertainment to be pro- 
vided, to 'which they were sfll invited! 
What could they think of his rarfk'mg 
them in <wrder, aecordiftg to tfoeir pre- 
cedency of birth, as if they had been 
long known to him j and moreover, at 
the feaft, fignifying his pecnVrar affection 
to Benjamin, by fending him, 4mm his 
own table, five times as much as any 
of flie reft. This was the time when 
one -foould naturally have expected Jo- 
feph would make himfelf known 4© his 
brethren: & fair an opportunity feemed, 
indeed, to promife it, -nor was ft without 
difficulty that Jdfeph Tefrainedj for -bis 
bowels yearned ttmarih bh brother -, and be 
Sought where to weep - t and entered into his 
chamber, 'and weft there. After recol- 
ieaing himfelf, he Tetums, and, wilih 
the ntmoftcoolnefttirtd deliberation, tfif- 
mifl&them, though far from adcTign of 

taking 
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Mfifieymk fm fchfiM" /dfipartHf^ «©t pqljr 
jp se&ace tp >$vfly u«ap W wmey, hut 
y<i$ftl to bMe a filv^r ,cy|> io Q^antip> 
&Gk and *fifcr*hey J»4 wwr gpt&rae 
«»y on *heir jtmracy, 'to jurfue and 
4eai4i *hpm, y&th. -an pddkional cem~ 
jBMfid, that oa the .cQiivii&ion <rf <the 
&ppQ&d ojfeoder, ;the cup being ifound 
in bis pft£TefBc«, ttwjr jfhould q}l be 
4>rpVght tedk :@ttfcfft?fis -to the palace. 
^Q(%h, m flW k&ftgitt?, fcgd a mind to 
£oe fipw hie /avpuj^e ^e^jauiin would 
bflhavp in ffp c?tfifi^l * ifoufltipn? iiot 
.without the ^wnher iptentifln of once 
were tiding <the virtue and integrity. of 
$he .r^ft of bis brethcen, to put their 
Vhonour, Jov.e, and gfte&ion, to.the teft 
and prove M^hatUor ahoy .were worthy of 
that pflrdonoaudpretCiftioft which he was 
agoing to b<jftow on thfiP.j to .fee whether, 

F 4 in 
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^erm. in this diftrefsful crifis, they would ftahd 
by their brother Benjamin, or give hirfi 
up tamely on this falfe accufatipn. They 
were, accordingly, *U brought before Jo* 
feph, and Benjamin, though innocent, 
fo ftrong were circumftances againft bin*, 
had nothing to plead in his defence. This 
was a loud and powerful call upon Judah 
to fulfil the obligation which he had laid 
himfelf under to his father Jacob, /of 
bringing Benjamin back fafe into the 
land of Canaan, and becoming furety for 
his return : he therefore generoufly offers 
himfelf up to Jofeph, to remain a flavc 
in Egypt in the room of Benjamin, who 
was fentenced to bondage for a crime 
which he had never committed : I pray 
thee\ fays he, let thy fervant abide injlead 
of the lady a bondsman unto tnyhrd^ and 
let the lad go up with bis brethren. This 
noble and truly afFeftionate conduft of 
Judah at once melted the tender heart of 

the 
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the companionate jofeph, who forgat atl serm* 
the injuries he had formerly received, and 
refolved immediately to difcover himfelf* 
and to be reconciled to his brethren : the 
' cries of nature became too loud and pre- 
vailing to be any longer ftifled or re~ 
prefled, and therefore, without any fur-^ 
thcr hefitation or delay, he ordered the 
reft of the people to withdraw, and open- 
ed himfelf to them, in thofe concife apd 
inoft expreffive terms, / am Jofeph your 
brother* whom ye fold into Egypt. ~ 

It is not eafy to conceive, by all the 
powers of fancy, a fcene more interefl> 
ing, a pifture more, ftriking and agree- 
able than that which is now before us v . 
tfhe mild condefcending dignity of ex- 
alted and injured; but .at the fame time 
reconciled and forgiving virtue, fet in 
oppofition to vice betrayed, abafhed, de- 
bafed, and confounded * joy, tendernefs, 

and 



»**. ^(Irftfftftiftn, difcufai ever ^^ftte^Mtf 
1Va (the one* >{b»vie» farpiiae, &ar*;tiifi nftfc- 
*»fl*ttwnt> gfewing «i fcbe jto»Dtflntoa» 
-of tfe«^th«w, &rra* dll <togefctar*4h*tfjR*ft 
pantteft tfbatf iraagmatk^ 
Jt was no winder ihat'hie gdilty bgettuwi 
wene /fo cwerpawered as to )be utterly iiir 
♦capable of t eturning iani any anfaen; 
SF&y, lays the liiftoigr, ro#&/ xrof anjmtr 
iwit, for-tfoy weneitroykkd'Ot Ms ptvfsnct* 
Well, indeed, might they be troubled at 
the unexps&sd profence a£ one. whom 
they had fo deeply injured, and who 
would, in all probability, tike this op- 
portunity to rcfent it, .and to rcvengp 
l>in^fejf upon them, $fo iigfat tqaii bp tfo 
dreadful *o the gukltyas the if a ae^df thrift 
.whom they ihave wrangad * awry fodk 
itabs the heart with uemocfe, svery word 
alarms the aanrfmgconfcien^e. iik>t the 
kind And tenwolent J^feph quurt%i«e~ 
Uev*d their carcfufion, and, iirilead of 

upbraiding 
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upbraiding them for their pafl condu 61, SB*M 
attributed all to the gracious defigns of 
Providence, which had asctaed imracuiou% 
for their joint prefiarvation. Jt mras not 
you, iHys lie, that fent me hither, but God. 
Nothing could be more elegant, tender, 
and .pathetic. They had no alleviation or 
exoufe to plead, and lie kindly Supplies 
them with .one : it was ,not you that Jest 
me hi&er, >but God. You were not to 
blame ; you were ©nlythe paffive bftru- 
joentsof his" wifdom, the ifcimd executor* 
irf "his divine will : and he fell upon its 
brother Benjamin's neck, and kiffed all bis 
■brethren, and wept over them. To admi- 
ration arid reconcilement fucceeded die 
tenderer* endearments of mutual tran£> 
port and felicity j transports which it 
is eafier to conceive than to defctfbe, and 
which, petfhaps, pdeed, none can truly 
or -properly conceive but *hofe who- have 
thsmftlves experienced them. 

The 
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Eerm. xjj e prefence of one gueft alone wa* 
wanting to crown this banquet of love 
and happinefs $ a gueft who was Eagerly 
defired, and therefore immediately fought 
After by the afFe&ionate Jofeph, who 
befought his brethren to return as foon 
as poflible, and bring their aged father 
into Egypt, protnifingj at the fame time, 
to provide a fafe retreat and habitation 
for them all in the land of Gofhen* 
Laden with honours and prefents of every 
kind, and ftill more blefTed by the fur- 
prizing and welcome reconciliation, they 
returned a fecond time, but in much 
better fpirits than at the firft, into the 
land of Canaan, and carried Jacob news 
almoft too aftonifhing to be believed by 
him. The tidings which they brought 
him of Jofeph's being yet alive, and in 
fo exalted a ftafion, quite overcame him. 
Nature, enfeebled by age, was too weak 
to fupport fo powerful an attack, and his 

heart 
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heart fainted, fays the fcripture, for be SERI*, 
Believed them not. As foon as- he came to < 
himfelf, his expreffion was tp the laft 
degree affe&ing v he cries out, in a tran£* 
port of joy,-// is enough, Jofepb, my ]tm % 
is yet alive ; / will go and fie him befori 
I die* Na foonpf was this resolution 
made, than it was immediately put in 
execution : they took their cattle and their 
goods and came into Egypt, Jacob and all 
bis feed with him. . Jofeph* who expe&ed 
their arrival with impatience, prepared to 
meet them, and went up to Gofhen, and 
prefented him/elf to bis father, end wept on 
Us neck, fays the fcripture, a good while. 
The meeting on this occafionwas, doubt* 
lefs, to the laft degree affectionate, But 
words are too weak to paint fuch exqui- 
fite fenfations 5 the facred hiftory, there- 
fore, which never fays too much, fays 
yery little here, but that little moil ex- 
$$}J$ntly, concerning \%i And Ifrael faid 

unto 
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» * * 

sjerm. unto<yofopk) '0W# &f ;««| die % \Jmce I bavt 
iJfcen. tjfy face t he&ntfe thou a& yet aUve\ k 
The bfeft^g was fb great, and fo unex- 
pe&ed, that.it filled up,, as it were, his, 
whple foul, and left nothing more to be 
wiflisd far <$ <icfwod, frut tP die polTefled 

Worldly e^jpytaents are, for the raof| 
part, imperfed and uniati^aftary* only 
flrging us <J» to frefh pwfiuts and di£* 
quietod^ The*e are* nQtwitbftaading, 
a few, and hut a few, that are worthy of 
our fearcbf and reward pur pain and 
anxiety : thefe at once quiet and fati$fy 
the minds like a full and copious draught, 
they quensh its thirft, and leave jt c e»r 
tirely at reft. Life is not then folicit* 
oufly defired, for it hath nothing mora 
defirablc to b$ftow> but it ia, on $h$ 
other hand, rather to be feared, becaufe, 
though it cannot give, it cap. take *way. 



%be gbodi Hitritodi, therefore, confix «Mfc. 
ilerfad death , bx&f dt fattiflg a fiat . upon 
Jwt Jbappiieife,; 4ndj nutting: it . out o£ 
the power of fate to deprive him of it ? 
J^fow let me die y fays he, Jince I have feen 
tity fact. Thtd natural and! pathetic ex- 
^kniratioct cafHs tor mind; that-paWuM in- 
ftantar, no Ms affectum i» the New 
Teftatnent, i^pm-.-kit^t *fo« /#)> Jervtr* 
frpart mfyuwVfer «w» «5P* **** /**» ^ 



In the (hort reattindfer of tfefe hiftory 
we find that Jofeph put his father and 
kfeifcrdthreitifcto qtiiet poflelBon of the 
butt of Co^ett-,- when* Ja*ot> %ent tte 
<ftefii»g of his lifd ki pfettfure and prof* 
pt»ify> Alfeef living kv the land of 
Egype fcveftieim y^ars, the good 1 old Pi- 
fffcwfcfe fanfmoned bis foa» together, and, 
in » prop&ette fpeetfc, <f*pfeined to them 
*lt their futwe fortttnes> whkh were 

afterwards 



% 
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SERfeL afterwards moft exadly fulfilled $ and 
having given them all: his bleffing, died 
at the age of a hundred-and-forty-feven 
years. : " 

Jofeph, whofe gratitude to his royal 
njafter attached him ftrongly to his fer-» 
vice, by. the judicious management of. 
his revenues, threw great power into the 
hands of his fovereign, an4 made it a law. 
over the land of Egypt, that Pharaoh^ 
fhould have the fifth part of the produce 
of the whole kingdom. • ;,-; 

Nothing more is recorded of Jofeph, 
than, that, after the death of his father 
Jacob, he removed all the fufpicions of 
refentment which his brethren enter- 
tained, treated them to the laft with the 
utmoft tendernefs and affection, and after 
many years of affluence and happineft, 
died in Egypt, fcejng 3 hun4red-and-tc» 
years old., 

Thu* 
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Thus endeth this excellent, interefting serm* 
and pathetic hiftory. Various are the in* 
ftru&ions, and moft ufeful the refledlions 
which may be drawn from it $ but, as I 
have already made feveral remarks in the 
courfe of my illuftrations of it, I fhall 
conclude the whole with the following 
ihort dedudtions. 

And Firft then, from this hiffcory, as a 
people, we may learn* that private vir- 
tue is the beft fupport of public happi- 
nefs ; that chaftity, temperance, frugali- 
ty, and the moral focial afFe&ions, con- 
tribute, in a great meafure, to eftablifh 
the chara&er of an able ftatefman, and 
ah upright minifters that he who beft 
knows how to fubdue his own paffions, 
will beft lead and dire& thofe of Others ; 
that God will always affift the faithful 
jfervant in the difcharge of his truft; 

Vol. I. G that 
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serm. that the Lord will be with him, and makdf 

IV. 

all that he doth Jo profper in his hand. 

Secondly, As individuals, we may learn,- 
that the eye of Divine Providence is over 
all things, always a&ive arid vigilant for" 
the prefervation of the righteous ; fo in- 
fluencing and dire&ing the actions of 
men, as, by fecret and unfeen ways, to 
fulfil its own unerring purpofes, to re- 
ward the good, and to punifh the evil-' 
* doer. 

Thirdly, From this let the wicked and 
malicious > who, like Jofeph's brethren^ 
take pleafure in afflicting and perfecuting 
their fellow-creatures, be taught, that 
they muft not always expert to pafs un- 
difcovered and unpunished ; that there is 
a fupreme power who can turn all their 
evil into good, which can make them to 
repent of their iniquity, to feel thofe 

mis*- 
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misfortunes whifch they had themfelveS serm, 

IV 

infli&ed, arid to bend beiieatth that power 
which they had defpifed, and that inno- 
tehee which they had oppfefled; 

Laftly, and above all, To this inftruc- 
tive page df facred hiftory, let the good 
and virtuous apply for comfort and re- 
lief under all their calamities. Whilft: 
the example of Jofeph is before us, never 
let virtue and piety defpair. God will 
always defend his faithful fervants, ex- 
tricate them from all difficulties, arm 
them againft all temptations, free them 
from every danger, and, in oppofition to 
all the fruitlefs attempts of enyy, malice, 
hatred, and ingratitude, deliver them from 
pain, forrow, and adverfity* and reward 
them with peace and ferenity here, with 
everlafting joy and happinefs hereafter. 
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SERMON V, 

G E N E S I S I. 27. 

God created man in bis own image. 



A 



S the hiftory of ths Creation, deli- serm, 
vered down to us in the infpired 



writings, is on all accounts fitted to raife 
pur wonder and aftonifhment, our praife 
and admiration of the great Author, of it; 
fo nothing, 7 perhaps, could more forcibly 
#rike the attentive mind, or fill it with 
greater fatisfa&ion, than to mark the 
gradual fcale of beings, as they rofe into 
exiftencej tQ trace the fpirit of God 
moving over the face of nature, diffuling 
jtfelf by flow degrees through the whola 
jjjafs of things, and rifing from the ani- 
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SERM. mate and inanimate creation, to the form* 
v. 

ation of its laft jmd gf $ateft wor&, a crea«* 

ture framed after the image of its Maker. 

What but ineffable goodnefs could prompt 

a Being incapable of all additional hap- 

pinefs, and bleft in the enjoyment of his 

own perfe&ions, to call us from a ftate 

of annihilation to light and life ?— But 

to ftamp his own image alfo, to imprint 

his own divine nature on this work of his 

hands, was an inftance of tranfcendent 

love and benevolence which we could 

not deferve, and which wq can never 

repay. 

Let us look back, then, with eyes of ad- 
miration, and hearts full of gratitude and 
obedience, on the happy ftate of man, as 
he came out of the hands of his Creator, 
with the chara&er of the Deity ftrongly 
impreffed upon him, a body fpotlefs and 
Unpolluted, an tmderftanding capable of 

tl« 
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the fublimeft truths, and a knowledge of serm, 
every thing but fin. From the virtue, 
the happinefs, the perfection of our firft 
parents, to the vice, the weaknpfs, and 
the decay of th?ir pofterity, is, we rauft 
own, a melancholy tranfition ; we are no 
longer the image, but the poor unfub- 
ftantial fliadow of our Maker ; yet froni 
this maimed and imperfeCt ftate, a re- 
flecting mind may ftill trace out the art 
of the fcujptor: though the beauties of 
the pifture may be fullied, or the colours 
, pffaced by the injuries of time, yet the 
fpatqres are too diftiifCtJy marked, fhp 
whole adorned with too much harmony 
and proportion, not to ftrike the eye 
>vitfy an admiration of the hand that; 
drew it. 

There are fome prejudices inherent h\ 
pur frame, and interwoven with our con* 
j^itution, which the good would not, and 

. the 
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£erm- the bad cannot part with : amongft thefe, 
a fondnefs, a regard, and a veneration fop 
the frame, the grandeur^ the dignity of 
pur own beings, may perhaps merit the 
firft place : I am fure, to hold them in 
contempt, is to weaken what wp ought 
to defend ; for to undervalue the gift, i& 
to refleft on the given The man who 
thinks fuperipr rank and title no grace 
pr ornament to his family, will not be- 
lieve he is, in any manner, bound by his 
^dUons to fupport the honour of it ; and 
he who defpifes human nature, will, | 
fear, contribute little himfelf towards its ' 
dignity or improvement. 

The heathen world placed all their 
true and rational enjoyment of prcfent 
blifs, and all their uncertain hopes of 
future happinefs, in a&ing up to the 
flignity of human nature, which they 
thought capable of being by virtue ex- 
alted 
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ailted intp the divine $ and in pursuance SE R&f. 
pf rfiis opinion, we fee, thofe kings and 
lawgivers, thofe father? and deliverers of 
their country, whom they reverenced and 
pfteemed while living, when dead they 
ivorfhipped an4 adored. 

As the light of the Gofpe! had not yet 
appeared to guide and direft their fteps ? 
as Revelation had not difcovered to them 
the knowledge of the true God, it was 
by no means -to be wondered at, that 
Reafon fliould point out to them the fair- 
pft images and moft exaft reprefentatives 
pf him, as the proper obje&s of their 
adoration. 

But if the pride and felf-fufficiency of 
the ancients, if the ftoic enthufiafm did 
perhaps infpire men with too high an 
ppinion of a nature, which, with all its 
J>pafted privileges, had little title to per-* 

fe&ion. 
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*ERM. fettion, yet have the modern and more 
v * enlightened ages of Chriftianity fallen 
into a worfe extreme, by an utter con- 
tempt and difregard of it. Human nature 
Jias, for a long time, been tl>e conftant 
mark at which the fullen and difcon- 
tented have aimed ; the pen of the fa-* 
tyrift, and the wit of the declaimer, have 
been employed to brand it with infamy 
and difgrace, to degrade man to the 
meaneft clafs of beings, and fink h]xn even 
fcelowthe animal creation. 

In vindication, therefore, of that reli* 
gion we profefs, and that nature which, 
as we all partake of, we ought all to love, 
to honour, and to defend, let us turn our 
eyes a little on the bright fide of it ; let 
lis not defpair of tracing out the image 
of God in man ; and to this end yre wUi 
fonfider him a{ prefent only in regard to 
thofe three glorious attributes pf the 

Deity 
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Deity, Wherein the referiiblance is more 8BR1& 
immediately vifible 5 his p 
ledge, and his goodnefs, 



v 
immediately vifible j his power* his know* 



God created matt in bis own iniagt, in fhi 
image of God created he him, fays Mofes j 
and immediately he fubjoins, andGodfaid, 
have dominion over the jijh of the fea, and 
over the fowls of the air> and aver every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
He gave him dominion over everything* 
a dominion which, though forfeited by 
the fin of our firft parents, was yet gra- 
cioufly continued to their pofterity % 
though it was reftrained and limited, 
yet was it not utterly loft : God, in his 
mercy, has thought fit ftill to prefervc 
to man that empire which he at firft ap- 
pointed him ; though we finned againft 
him, and were no more worthy to be 
called his fons, yet has he not withdrawn 
his patrimony y man ftill retains his fove- 

reignty 
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asftM. reignty dver the creation; and etery thing 
is put in fubjedlion under him. But td 
what do we Owe this power; to what art 
We indebted for this gldrious fuperiority; 
but ta the fecond thing I purpofed td 
(forifideri our knowledge. 

Was the underftanding of man oncd 
temoved or diminished, his power would 
ftand on a very weak and tottering foun-t 
dation i human knowledge, though wheii 
compared to the great fountain of wifdon* 
it fhrinks into a point fcarce difcernible, 
is furely a field of a noble extent, and 
abounding with infinite variety* Th<* 
mind, of man is capable of the fublimeft 
truths, is able to raife itfelf above the air 
by which it is furroundfcd, and the world 
it inhabits^ to feek a fitter manfion, and 
point out the place of its nativity ; cir- 
cumfcribed as it is within its prefent 
bounds, who (hall determine its height* 

whei| 
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when none ever yet arrived at the fum- SERk* 
mit. We complain of the narrownefs of ****** 
the circle, yet wh*> ever touched the cir- 
cumference of it I Who fhall determine 
it impoffible for God to endue a mind 
with qualities even far above all we have 
yet ever feen or known ? What may we 
not expe£fc where there is infinite wifdoirt 
to contrive, and infinite power to execute! 

Thus clothed with majefty and power, 
ixid adorned with wiftfom and knowledge,- 
man may feem not unworthy rcprefen- 
tetive, no poor or contemptible image 
of his Creator* but when we proceed 
to the great and diftinguifliing chara&e-* 
riftic of the Deity, his Goodnefs, how 
defe&ive (halt we find him, how mean * 
copy, how unlike to the divine original t 
Power and Knowledge, may fubfifl in the* 
worid without Goodnefs ; and hourly 
experience convinces us, that the moft 

exalted 
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sfifeM exalted and the moft intelligent are not 
v# } always the beft of men; though to.be 
good is indeed to be really powerful ; to 
be virtuous, truly wife. The juftice of 
God manifefted itfelf in the punifhment 
of the firft man, by the lofs of that power 
and knowledge, in fearch of which he 
Sacrificed hisannocence; and the moment. 
Aian ceafed to be good, he ceafed to be 
powerful, to be wife, and to be happy «> 

fiut tho* the goodnefs of 1 man was of fo 
fhort a duration, that of God was ftill 
immutable. By the erime of our firft 
parents, the whole race of mankind was 
made fubjefl to fin and death; and, in 
procefs of time* fo effaced was the image 
of the Creator, that fcarce could the leaft 
feature or likenefs of the father be traced 
out in his pofterity. When God, out of 
his infinite mercy and benevolence, wa* 
pleafed once more to ihew himfelf to 

mankin4 
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hiankind in the perfon of his beloved Son, sfrm. 
to prefent us with a fairer copy and trati- 
Icript of himfelf* he fent Chrift in the 
brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs image 
of his perfon. With this light to guide 
and direft, this example to influence and 
adorn it, human nature feemed reftored 
to its former dignity and luftre, to re- 
affume its native charms, and fhine once 
more in its original beauty 5 and indeed, 
in the firft ages of Chriftianity* though 
galled by adverfity, crulhed by the op- 
preffive hand of power* and groaning 
tinder chains and perfecution, it broke 
through the cloud of misfortunes, and 
amazed mankind with that noble con- 
llancy and refolution, that fteady per- 
feverance in the caufe of Chrift and his 
religion, which appeared in the primitive 
faints and martyrs. J8y degrees indeed 
this zeal abated, this glorious warmth 
•decayed, and men returned again from 
Vol, I, H the 



9# ' On Human Nature. 

8ERM. the thorny and difficult road of virtue/ to 
the fmoother paths of vice and folly ; but/ 
thanks to God, ift all ages and nations - 
there have not been wanting fome to 
ftem the torrent of impiety ; and though 
it muft be confeffed we aie degenerated 
from the virtue, the goodnefs, and the 
piety of our forefathers, yet let us not 
defpair* in arts and fciences things *w€ 
know have lain hid for a long feries of 
time, which have at length been difco- 
vered j and why then may not virtue and - 
religion, which have been concealed and 
buried, break forth amongft us with frefh 
luftre, and fliine with more diftinguifhed 
glory ? Why may not the image of God 
be again traced out in the mind of man? 
Let us look for it in the prefent, let us- 
hope for it from the riiing generation,. 

That man then was created in the 
image of God, and that he ftill retain* 

thb 
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this divine fimiiitude, is a truth which SBRM. 
fcripture has aflerted, aitid reafon and ex* 
perience do, I hope, fufficiently Confirm : 
in the remainder of this difcourfe, there- 
fore, I fhall endeavour to point out td 
you* in what manner a thorough coft- 
vi&ion of it may be of fervice to us irt 
Our life and manners. 

And Firft, then > It is incumbent on usf 
to have a good opinion of ourfelves, and 
Of the dignity of our nature ; to cohfider 
whom we reprefeht, and (hew our gra- 
titude to him; to maintain our rank of 
reafonable beings, and not by our vices 
and our lufts degrade ourfelves to brutes. 
In tiki works of human artifts, the raoft 
diftant likeriefs of thofe we love, is fure 
to meet with our approbation; how, then, 
if we really love God, ought we to ad- 
mire the pi&ure of him drawn by his 
own hand, and reprtfented to us in the 
H a lovely 
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81LRM. lovelieft colours? Though we do not* 

v. ° 

u^w with the church of Rome, bow down toi 

and worfhip, yet doubtlefs ought we to 

revei'ence and efteem the image of God 

in our fellow-creatures. Let us not then 

look always through the wrong end of 

the perfpe£tive, magnify the faults and 

blemifhes, diminifh and fet at a diftance 

the virtues of men ; but rather, likc v 

ikilful painters, conceal the deformities, 

and only expofe to view the perfections 

of human nature. 



\ 
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Secondly, We muft all remember, that 
it is not in the body, but in the foul, 
in the more refined and fpiritual part, isf 
placed our chief refemblance to God* 
let this teach us, therefore, not to value 
ourfelves on the external qualities and 
perfeftions of our bodies, not on youth, * 
ftrength, or beauty, but on works of 
charity, patience, and benevolence -, let ^ 

'us 
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* • ws improve and imprint ftronger on our- serm. 

pelves, this image of God ; let us meditate 
pn, purfue, and copy after, the divine 
attributes, till we tranfplant them one by 
pne into our own fouls ; till we are 
pure as be is pure. And here it may not 
be improper to obferve, that of all the 
marks of fimilitude. between the creature 
and _ the Creator, there is not a more 
diftinguifhing one than that which God 
has pleafed to impart to us, of his eternal 
exiftence : the foul of man is not as pure 
as wife, or as powerful, but it is' as im^ 
£iot;tai as the author of it : a glorious 
happinefs this to the good, a dreadful 
warning to the wicked, (that if we do 
not m^ke it our glory and our pleafure 
to imitate him in this life, it muft be our 
eufery and our tQnuent in thq next. 

Thirdly, If men are the images of God, 
Jet it t^ach us to behave towards them 

H 3 with 
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Serm. with that refped and kindnefs, that 
tendernefs and affeftion, which we owe 
to them as brethren, and which are due 
to their noble extraction. Doubtlefs'God 
made us with a defign to love what he 
loves ; to be like him, a#ive, gene- 
rous, and beneficent. The consideration 
of this fhoijld influence all ranks and alt 
degrees of men, high and low. Let Is 
add to the tendernefs of the parent fop 
his offspring, that his children are not 
pnly the image of himfelf, but of GocJ' 
alfo ; let it add to the zeal of the magif- 
trate, to reftedl that thofe committed to 
Jiis care, and depenfjfent on his protec? 
tion, are the copies pf that great magis- 
trate, w ho cherifties, loves, and prote&s 
lis all ; let it reprefs the pride of the rich 
man, that the poor is as much the imager 
of God as himfelf, and be therefore that 
opprejfetb the poor ^ reproachetb bis M$far\ 
let it correal the infolence of the matter, 

^•"'" 4 '" ;■* & 
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«. * 
to call to mind that the flave he tramples serm. 
on and defpifes, is the image, and per- 
haps a far better one than hamfelf, of 
one. common Lord andMafter, theCrea* 
tor of them both. When God forbids 
the crime of murder, and denounces 
vengeance againft it, it is laid, Wbofo 
Jbeddetb man's frhpd, by man jhall bis blood 
h Jhed-y and the reafon immediately fol- 
lows > for in the image of God made bt 
P»an, 

i Let the princes and great ones of the" 
World then, who facrifice millions to 
tfye wantonnefs of power and ambition, 
whilfl: they impioufly call on God for" 
fucceTs and victory, remember it Is' bis 
Jons whom they opprefs, bis image whom 
they deftroy, 

Laftly, Let this great truth convincS 

thofe whom fortune and titles have e* T 

R4 alted 
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gfcRM. alted to a fuperior rank, that nothing but 
virtue can beftow true nobility ; that 
there is in human nature no real pre- 
eminence but that of goodnefs ; that aH 
men, in all other things, once were and 
will foon again be on a level -, that an 
hour muft one day come, and a place 
muft be vifited, when and where, with* 
out the leaft regard to title, rank . or 
profeffion here y every man will meet with 
that reward which he deferves, when God 
the father Ihall reward thofe only of his 
ions; who, as he created them in his 
image, have made it the bufinefs of 
their lives to preferye that divine fimiji* 
tude. 



P* T»« 



APVA^TAQES 



A F 



AFFUCTIQN, 



i :i i / O 



V A 



•'■ ' P ■ 



r 4 



I ■ 



%9J 



SERMON VJ, 



Ecctvs. VIL 3.- 

^rw is better, than laughter, for by the 
fadnefs of the countenance th? fyeart U 
mpde better. 



s 



OLO.MON, the fuppofed author serm, 
of the Book of Ecclefiaftes, though 



lexalted to the higheft rank of human life, 
and placed on the throne of Ifrael, was no 
ftranger to forrow and affli&ion, but had 
experienced no doubt their advantages* 
which with the utmoft gratitude he doth, 
in the words of my text, fairly and can- 
didly acknowledge: he had toiled thro ? 
the whole round of pleafure, had in- 
dulged himfelf in the unlimited gratifi- 
^ ' catx9i> 
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serm. cation of all his wifhes and defires, and 
VI " giv?? 1 t^ e r P lns t° every paffiop : the 
natural confequence of this indulgence 
was that which will always arife from 
fuch a condufr, the melancholy confeflion 
which he himftlf makfs, that all was 
yanity and vexation of fpirit. He begins 
at laft to recolleft his foattereci reafbn, to 
be ftruek with the conviction of his folly, 
and pierced with the confcioufnefs of his 
guiltj fye quits therefore with eagernefs 
thofe fcenes 'of mifth apd g^iqty whicti 
grew irkfome and di&greeable, and flies 
for relief to thofe which one woujd pot 
$t firft imagine could beftow it, to fcene? 
6f mifery and diftrefs,' and concludes, 
, from the inward fatisfaftion that he felt, 
and the folicj advantages which he |ia4 
received from then), th^t 

_ . It is better to go to the houfe of mourning 
than to the boufe qffetf/ting ; for that is tpe^ 
end of all men> and the living will lay it /$ ( 

heart. 

Sorrow t 
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v Sorrow, fays he, is better than laughter, SfcRiA 
for by the fadnefs of the countenance the 
heart is made better. If, therefore, the 
fchool of affliftton could better the heart 
of Solomon, it is furely worth our white 
to enquire whether it may not improve! 
our own. A few ferious reflexions on 
the truth delivered in the text, may turn 
us afide from that love of pleafure which 
feems fo univerfally to prevail amongft us* 
and direft us to that profitable afflidtiort 
which may fave, and that godly forrovr 
which may relieve us< 

And firft, theft, I fhall endeavour to 
prove to you, in confirmation of Solo- 
mon's opinion, that forrcw is better than 
laughter^ 

Becaufe, Firft, It gives us a more hum* 
ble, and therefore a better heart : 

Secondly, It gives us a firmer, fteadier, 
and more noble, and therefore a better 
heart s 

And 
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teftfrk And thirdly, It gives us a more devout- 
and pious, and therefore a better heart, 

Aiid Firft, then, Sorrow is bittet thafk 
laughter •, becaufe it gives us a more hum-* 
tie* and therefore a better heart, 

A very little knowledge of* thtf world 
will fuffice to convince us, that man* 
Whilft in profptrity, is a moft proud and 
infolent being, a ftranger to the wants of 
his felloW-creatures, and infenfible oi 
their miferies : whilft he is in the a<9:ual 
enjoyment of the good things of this life* 
ungratefully forgetting the hand that gave 
them, and always flattering himfelf that 
to-morrow will be like to-day, and more a~ 
bundant. As the wife man fays, In the daf 
tifprofperity ther-e is no more remembrance of 
affiidiion } and in the day of ajjli£tion, there it 
ho mort remembrance ofprojperity j that is* 
there is in man neither wifdom or grati- 
tude, for we often weep when we ought 

ttf 
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to i'ejoice, and complain, when we ought serw* 
to be thankful. J^L 



In the warmth of f&mmer, t*hen the 
fun enlivens and invigorates all thingaf 
around us* we can hardly bring ourfelves 
to imagine that there is fuch a tiaae as 
winter approaching, or that Co pteafing a 
fcene can be quickly deformed by ftorm& 
and tempeft, and rendered an image of 
barrennefs and horror. — And fo it is with 
fegard to the temporal and tfarcfitory 
things of this life : when the body glows 
With health and vigour, and the mind is 
elated with joy and fuccefs, penury and 
misfortune are at fuch a diftance, that 
we cannot readily foFm any conception of 
them ; felf-love is ever ready to flatter and 
deceive us ; and becaufe we wifh btir plea-* 
fores fhould be lafting, we haftily and 
faflily conclude that they muft be fa. 

Happy 
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teRM. Happy is it for us then, that the great 
VL , phyfician of mankind hath prepared a 
medicine, however unpalatable, for this 
worft of diftempert, the pride and haugh- 
tinefs of the human heart ; happy is te 
for us, that when we are thus on the 
brink of evil and deftru&ion, affiiftion 
may ftep in to fave our eyes from tears 
and our feet from falling, that ftie may 
come, like the Cherub from the gate of 
Eden, to drive us from our vifionary Pa- 
radife, and fhew us that world which we 
are doomed to inhabit, as it really exifts* 

feut andther advantage arifing to us 
from forrow, is, that it enhances the 
value of its oppofite. Sorrow is to joy, 
what vice is to virtue, the beft foil to it$ 
beauties \ the comelinefs of the one is 
recommended by the deformity of the 
other. The heart which hath never,* 
groaried under afflidlion, will not truly 

enjoy 
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* 

tojoy the tranfport of felicity j the man serm* •'[' 
Who h#s never been a flave, is a ftranger 
to half tl>g joys of freedom; and the 
warriour who has onee hfeen vanquifhed* 
if the fortune <5f the day fliould turn 
again in his favour* enjoys a .double 
vi&dry* 

Another advantage aifo, and that ho 
inconfiderable one, is, that as it faves us 
from pride and infolence, fo doth it fe- 
cure us alfo from ridicule and contempt* 
Human nature has fubjefted us to many 
diftreffes, and the ingenuity of man hath 
created as many more : where the conftl- 
tution is not fubjedt to diforders, fancy, in 
Weak minds; is ever ready to fupply them 5 
where fortune hath provided againft 
natural wants, humour and caprice can 
find out artificial ones, infomuch that the 
whimfical and abfurd fuffer perhaps more 
from the atyfence of what they do not 

Vol. I. * I ftand 
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SERM. ftaiid in need of, than of what they really 
want. Here then we again fee the ad- 
vantage of forrow; for thofe who have 
felt real misfortunes, will not make to 
thefflfelves imaginary ones ; the lofs of 
trifles will not affllft him who hath at 
any time been deprived of a fubftantial 
good ; and the man who knows what it 
is to want the neceflaries of life, will 
not be over anxious for the fuperfluities 
of k. • _ ., 

But Secondly, Sorrow not only gives 
us a more meek and humble, but it gives 
us alfo a firmer, fteadier, nobler, and 
therefore a better heart. 

Fortitude is one of the higheft virtues 
which we can acquire ; it gives a dignity 
to human nature, arid exalts it almoft to 
divine. There cannot be a nobler fpec- 
tacle, fays the philofopher, nor worthier 

the 
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the fight of God himfelf, thail a brave serM, 
and virtuous man ftrugglirig witfi and 
fubduing afflidlionj and on the other 
hand/ there is not a poorer or mores 
contemptible being, than he who bends 
beneath every blaft of fortune, and finks 
under evefy difappointment. The man 
who makes fo little ufe of his faculties, 
is unworthy of them $ and he who has 
HO hope or confidence in the gracious 
providence of God, can have no claim to 
his prote&iom 

But moreover, forrow not only enables 
us to bear with fortitude our own evils, 
but induceth us alfo to companionate 
thofe bf others. There is a graceful mo- 
defty, an amiable eondefcending rneek- 
iiefs, in the behaviour of thofe who have 
been afflicted, which is feldom to be met 
with in the bofom of plenty and pros- 
perity. Strangers to pain and forrow are 
I 2 frequently 
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serm. frequently alfo Grangers to humanity and 
u-v-L companion ; their hearts are callous and 
infenfible of the fufferings &f their fellow* 
creatures, and they cannot pity what they 
have never felt ; whereas thofe who have 
been acquainted with grief, hare hearts 
to feel for the fufferings of others, and 
hands ready to relieve them. 

But to be convinced how neceffary af- 
fliction is to render us humane, bene* 
volent and companionate towards each 
other ; let us but place before otfr eyes 
ene of the gay fons of fortune, in all the 
pride of youth, health, and plenty, look- 
ing down on the poor and deftitute with 
an eye of contempt and infenfibility y be- 
caufe he is above the wants, fancying; 
himfelf above the duties of life; fcoflkig 
at religion, and defpifing or perhaps dis- 
owning his Maker, would one take him 
for a created, mortal, dependent being* 

N But 
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But let fancy change the fcene, let us serm 
view this man, perhaps the very next VI " 
Juror, reduced to penury and want, or lan- 
guishing on a bed of ficknefs, and obferve 
the change? he who but a little ^before 
would fcarce condefcend to talk with the 
worthieft of his fpecies, is glad to alk the 
aid and afliftance of thofe whom he de- 
Jpifedj he can then pity a diftrefled 
friend, or relieve an indigent neighbour; 
he is no longer proud, obftinate, or im- 
pious, but humane, charitable, patient, 
and devout; he begins at laft to feel 
himfelf a man, and to know that there is, 
aGod } that there is a Being far more- 
fuperior to himfelf than he can poffibly 
be to the loweft part of the creation. 
Are not then the tender mercies of God 
over all his works, and does he not fin- 
cerely love thole fons whom he chaf- 
tifctfc? 

- * 3 But, 
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*erm. But, Thirdly and Laftly, Affliftion is 
the mother of true piety : forrow gives 
us not only a more firm and noble, but 
withal a more devout and pious heart. 

Were men to pafs through life in an 
uninterrupted flow of pleafure and pros- 
perity, they would perhaps have very 
little remembrance of Him who made 
them ; but there is a time when every 
one who believes there is a God will . 
apply to him, and that is, when the 
help of men is vain. In the hour of af- 
fliction men mu# addrefs themfelves to 
fome invifibie power for immediate Sup- 
port and redrefs. Even thofe who deny 
the Being of a God, will then fue for his* 
protection ; , and Atheifts in affli&ion, 
like blind beggars, are forced* to aflc, 
though they know not of whom, 

Our behaviour towards the Supreme 
Peing is indeed the height of ingratitude 

and 
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and infidelity : whilft there are any other SERM. 
means left, we fcorn. to feek bis aid, or 
to folicit for bis intereft, and never aik 
a favour of Him, till it has been denied 
us every where elfe : our acknowledge* 
ment of bis power arifes out from the 
fenfe of our own incapacity j and we fel- 
3om have recourfe to his goodnefs, till 
we have felt his indignation. When we 
meet with forrow and affliftion in this 
world therefore, it naturally and inevit- 
ably turns our thoughts towards another. 
If then affli&ions are the kind chaftife- 
ments pf a tender father, let us receive 
them as fuch, ana fubmit to them with 
patience and refignation ; if they are the 
meflengers of God, fent by him to in-, 
form us of our ftate and condition* and 
to teach us our duty, let us remember 
from whom they came, and treat them 
as the ambafladors of heaven $ if we con- 
fider forrow as a punifhment, it is apu- 
I 4 nUhment 
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serm. nifhment we all deferve ; if as a warning, 
it is a warping we ajl ftand in need of. 
JIave we not reafon then, in fpite pf all 
our murmuring? and complaints, to ac- 
knowledge that the poifon of forrow (if 
fuch we will efteem it) may be changed 
into a moft powerful medicine, and even 
pain and ficfcnefs become the means pf 
health and pleafure, if we make a proper 
life of the important leffons they convey 
to us ; if the forrows ^nd calamities which 
we meet witty in this life, have that efFc& 
on us which they ought to have ; if they 
make us more humane and companion- 
ate, more hurpble an4 niore patient; mor$ 
ferious arid mpre jievoujt. 

Tq conclude then, let us no longer be 
fo fond of treading in the f^ionable 
circle of vanity and pleafure $ let us quit: 
for a while the guilty fcenes of riot an4 
$fl&patipn, %o Iqok in^Q $e houfe of 
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forrow, and Jeam fame infttuAive lef- serm, 
fon in the wholefome fchool of afflic- 
tion j let us leave that which will infen- 
fibly deprave and corrupt, for that which 
will tetter and improve the heart j the 
piore we habituate ourfelves %o an ac*- 
quaintance with the forrows of others, 
the lefs fenfibly {hall we fee} our own j 
the fadnefs of the countenance in this 
world may be the means of covering it 
with fmUes amdchearfulnefs in the next} 
and if forrow makes the heart better 
here it will certainly render it mucl| 
frappier liereafter. 
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Proverbs XVIII. 14 

fbefpirit vfa man luillfuftain bis infirmity % 
but a wounded J^irit who can bear ? 

WHEN, the great Father andCre* srrm, 
ator of all things did from his VIL 
almighty- wi&lom determine, and from 
his unfpeakabie goodnefs condefcend, to 
call us into being, to raife us from anni- 
hilation to light and life, he was graci- 
* ouAjydeafed to form us even in his own 
* divine fimilitude, and to make us after 
ha own image. To man, therefore, he 
imparted a rational and immortal foal, 
capa^k of happinefs and improvement in 
this world, and ambitious of eternal joy 

and 
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sfeRM. and perfe&ion In the next : he gave him 
a foul* to prefide over the weak frame of 
his Body, to fubdue his Iufts and affec- 
tions, to arm him againft the changes 
find chances of human life, to fuftain his 
infirmities,, to fupport him vindet all his 
trials and affli&ions, to turn him afide 
from the j^ths of vice and folly, and 
lead him into the road of virtue. To 
keep in order therefore this chief fpring 
which actuates the whole machine, is 
> our great atld moft important bufmefs ; 
for if this be once difturbed or impaired* 
the fubordinate wheels muft of courfe be 
interrupted in their motion. Whilft the 
inind preferves her power, her dignity 
and authority, we are fure of health and 
fafety; the kingdom cannot be totally 
fubverted, whilft the fovereign maintain! 
her power j it may indeed be weakened 
by the attacks of vice, difturbed by the 
Rebellion of the paflions, ftiaken or dif- 

ordered 
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ordered byfickriefs or misfortune $ but serk£ 
whilft the ruler is herfelf unhurt, (he ,, 
may in time reftore order, and re-cftablifh 
peace and tranquillity in her dominion j 
but if once (he becomes herfelf weak 
and impotent, if fhe fuffers herfelf to be 
caft down, degraded and dethroned, the 
ftate indeed is then in very imminent 
danger, and will fcarce exhibit any but 
afcene of ranarchy and confufion. The 
fpirit of a man y fays x Solomon, willfujiain 
his infirmities $ hut a wounded jpirit who 
can bear? 

Man, we know, is born unto forrow, 
even as the fparks fly upwards j an heavy 
yoke, is laid upon the fons of Adam, from 
him that fitteth upon a throne of glory, 
to him that is humbled in earth and 
allies. The bread of calamity mult be 
eaten, and the bitter cup of affiidtion 
muil be tailed by all. Sicknefs, misfor- 
tune, 
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efeRM tune, lofles, difappointmfints, teuipti* 
VIL , tlons i thele are Wound* which pierce 
every fpirit* thefe are the fiery trials 
which we muft pafs through, which w4 
inuft fuftain, if ever We hope for glory 
or reward : thefe are the touchftoncs of 
our, faith and virtue, and thefe as*wtf 
fubdue, or are fubdued by* as we fink 
under, or rife fuperior to them, muft de- 
termine in a great meafure our happincfe 
in this life, and recommend or deprive 
us of the favour of the Almighty ift that 
which is to come. A wounded Jpirit f fays 
the wife man, who cdn bear? Certain it 
is, that the moft excruciating tortures 
which diftemper can inflift on the body, 
are by no means comparable to the an* 
guifh of a wounded ipirit. The fuffer* 
ings of the body artfe only from prefent 
immediate fonfatians, whllft the foul 
embitters herfelf by a refleStian on paft 
misfortunes! and the anticipation of fu* 

ture 
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ture mifery ; the difeafes of the one may sfrm* 
receive comfort from the hand of art* 
but thofe of the other are often beyond 
the power of human medicine to Remove* 
Many indeed and great are the misfor* 
tunes and forrow6 which difquiet the 
mind, and wound the fpirit of pooi*> 
portal, dependent beings* When, after 
a long feries of affluence and profperity, 
poverty cometh like in afmed man, and 
feizeth upon it ; when cdmparifon em- 
bittereth, and refledtioh heightens the 
calamity, then all our ftrength and all 
our rfefolutions are neceflary to ilem the 
torrent. When the body is Weakened 
and emaciated by pain and ficknefs ; 
when all the remedies Whteh ate adrtii- 
iiiftered are vain and ufelefs $ when the 
eye can no longet be delighted with any 
objedt, nor the ear pleafed with any 
found, then muft the fpirit of man exert 
all its powers to fuftain its infirmities. 
Vol. 1; K Amongft 
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SfiRM. Amongft the tnoft eruel of all tho& 
forrows which wound the fpirit of man, 
mtift doubtlefs be the deaths of thofe 
we love. When the mind hath been long 
endeared to a particular ofeje&, and the 
affections fettkd on it, what can equal 
the anguifh and difquietode of that mind 
which is obliged to part from it ? Thi* 
is a wound which it is not in the power 
of htrmaft nature fo heal $ in this diftrefs 
nothing can fupport the fpirit of man* 
but that which is alone fuperior to it — 
the fpirit of God; — die divine grace, 
and that alone, can intervene to fave ouf 
eyes from tears, and our feet from fall- 
ing. But the great fburce of anguifh, 
the principal and almoft overflowing 
fountain of human difquietude, is guilt ^ 
this is the great difturber of our peace, 
and the interrupter of our harmony. 
The fpjrit perhaps may not feel the 
wound when it as firft given; bat the 

inftant 
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inftant that reflection draw* forth the serw. 
arrow, the pain is exquifite. Hiftory ^-^ 
h&h recorded a cruel tyrant whofe table 
*vas fpread, in all the pomp of luxury, 
*vith all the dainties that the earth, or 
Air, or fea, could produce 1 but the fame 
jkiftory informs us, that whilft the fword 
Jjung orcr his head, he had little reliih 
to the banquet : and thus it is with all 
tfi*. great and wicked of this world $ 
guilt embitters the <cup of grandeur, 
Wjd poifons the feaft of affluence. . Jt is 
in vain that the good things of this life 
frre placed before, whilft the rod of dir 
tine vengeance is oyer them t they can* 
not tafte or enjoy them » the flefh cannot 
rejoice when the fpirit is wounded. Mi 
the misfortunes • which arife from our 
own folly, (and moft of them are the 
ipnfequences of it) are chiefly embit- 
tered by our reflection on having tho- 
roughly deferred them. Aik the liber- 
ie 2 tine 
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serm.. tine on his bed of ficknefs, whence his 
u-^-L/ greateft anguifh proceeds; and he will 
confefs, that it is not what he feels from 
the difeafe, fo much as his confcioufnefs 
of that guilt and intemperance which 
was the occafion of it. " Afk the remorfe* 
lefs ufurer, who, after preying for years 
on the wants of his fellow-creatures, is 
:at laft dete&ed in his iniquity, and re- 
duced to penury and dfftrefs, what it is 
that renders his condition moft ftiife- 
•rable: if he ipeaks with fincerity, he 
will tell you, it is not the lofs of his 
riches which fits heavy on him, fo much 
as the urijuft means by which he acquired 
them ; not that he feels himfelf poor and 
deftitute, but that he krtows at the fame 
time how much he deferves to be fo. 
Afk the atheift and free-thinker, in the 
bitternefs of difeafej or the hour of death, 
whence his greateft mifery strifes; and he 
will tell you/ that it is not' from the 

fenfe 
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fenfe of prefent pain, but the : fears of serm. 
future mifery ; not from the loft of that 
which he is leaving here, but the dread 
of what he may expert hereafter. Will 
they not, ought they not effectually to 
convince us, that to be happy, we muft 
be good j to be at peace, we muft be in- 
nocent. There is a pra&ice amongft us, 
which hath often been the fatal effedt of 
this . difquietude, — the pra£lice of felf- 
murder; a practice fo common, that 
every year, .every month, every week, 
nay almoft every day, furnifhes us with 
frefti examples of it ; a practice, which, 
dreadful and abominable as it is, hath 
been honoured by the te^r of pity, and 
even fometimes encouraged by the fane- 
fipn of public applaufe. How grievoufly 
muft the fpirit^be wounded, wheji that 
4eath which it had fo long contemplated 
with horror gnd' averfion, (hall become 
tfyfc obj?ft qf i|g d?fires: tlje ftprna of 
..-. v: JC 3 worldly 
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8£rm. worldly affli&ions muft beat very har4 
upon us, when we fly to the grave for a 
flielter from it. When we cry with Job, 
Why is light given to bitn that is in mifery, 
and life unto him that hath an heavy heart P 
for I will fieep in the duft* and if thou feel 
me in the morning I Jhall not be found. 
The good -Job indeed, notwithftandin£ 
thefe his complaints, filbmitted to thi 
heavy judgments of his Creator: he 
knew ( as every wife and pioui man muft 
know that God only had a right to de- 
stroy th^t being which he had made y 
and that our own life is no more at ouf 
own difppfal, than that Qf others. Th£ 
crime of filicide is dpubtlefs of all wiclc- 
cdnefs the mqft dreadful, becaufe it ad- 
jnits ri<>t, like other crimes, yt reparation 
&r repentance. The deier^r may reta'rft 
to the field of battle, and redfeem that 
fchara&er by btwtrj Which he had loffc 
\>f cowardice j but when ttys ftarful tin* 
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manly foldier has quitted his port: in this SKRM r 
life, who fhall reilore him to his duty? 
how (hall he wipe off the (lain of his 
difobedietice, or reconcile hitnftlf to his 
divine commander? All that can be ex* 
peeled therefore, front a deed fo daring* 
muft be, that we (hall runS with added 
guilt Into the pfeftnee of our judge -, that 
our fceneof miftrry will only be changed, 
and indeed of the important rage and 
malice of weak nian> we (hall incur whae 
k infinitely more dreadfal, the wrath of 
the living God. Why does the wkked 
ma« ihun dar knefs and folitude, but be- 
caufe there, he knows, man (oh whom 
he tr ufti) 4iil net be, trot Ood may be 
there, whom he hath offended? He is 
afraid of every part of nature, because 
every part m* a&deiby that Being whom 
he hath provoked, $gd for ought he 
knows may rife up againft him, and vin* 
d&ate ihejr Creator. He is afraid, there* 
JC 4 fore, 
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SERRf. fore, where no fear is. The wicked, Jays 

VII. 

Solomon, J&*x swtai* 00 10*0 purfueth. It 
is part of the curie which attends on 
guilt, that it always makes men cowards 3 
it makes them fee dangers where there 
^re none, and feel calamities which are 
never infli&ed. Since then, my brethren, 
fuch and fo dreadful are thofe wounds 
which are infli&pd on the fpirit of man* 
what grand fpecific {hall we find to foften 
and relieve them ? Surrounded as we are 
with miferies, both of the fctul and body,* 
both natural ai}d acquired j thus befet 
with ,evils and calamities on eyery fide, 
to whom fhali vft apply for fuccour and 
redrefs? Is there % as the prophet fays, 
no balpi in Gilead9 is there, no phyfician' 
there* Let us hear what reafon and re r - 
ligion, thofp great phyficians of man- 
kind, will prefcribe unto us. And firft,< 
then, in regard to natural and corporeal 
§viis, the common lot w4 portion of 

mortality^ 
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mortality, it may not be improper to, serm: 
cbferve the mutual actions of mind and 
body on each other in this life $ which 
fhould make us extremely careful to 
prefer ve a proper temperament in both. 
When our weak frame is afflidted with 
diforders, it is impoffible for the , foul 
abfolutely to preferve its tranquility. 
Not all the affluence of fortune, nor the 
acquifitions of fame or power, can ex- 
tirpate the fenfe of pain. All that the 
mind can do in regard to the infirmities 
of nature, is to prevent, if poflible, what 
it cannot cure, and to foften what it 
cannot remove. Temperance, therefore, 
may preferve us from many diforders; 
and if men were as careful to acquire and 
preferve health, as they are to accumu- 
late riches and honours, they would not 
fo often. lament thf want of it. But 
thofe natural and unavoidable evils, which 
jt is not even in the power of temperance 

<w4 
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^*J** and virtue to prevent, resolution and 
Vpm courage fhould teach us to bear. To 
fhrink beneath the flighteft touch of ca* 
' lamity, to yield to the fofteft piieflbrci 
betrays a weaknefs of foul that debafe* 
our nature, an infirmity tmworthy of an 
immortal fpirit. We *re placed by our 
great leader in a poft of danger, and it is 
our duty to maintain it againft all oppo* 
fition, if wc hope from him preferment; 
or reward. Let w not, then, be tamely 
borne down the ftream of advcrfity, hut 
endeavour to ftera the torrenju If we 
refift evil, like the author of k, it will 
$ee from ijs ; Ipt us fight the good fight, 
exert all our ftreagth, defend ourfeiree 
againft every attack with all the power 
we are mailers of, and then if we fall, 
We fall with honour $nd if we rife, w$ 
jjife to glory, But «fter. all, the great 
j^efervation of happinefs, tbs only im- 
penetrable armour which cm Jhicld u* 

from 
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Irotti the blows of fortune, ami turn afide sfemf. 
the arrows of affliction, is virtue. No- ^b, 
thing can heal the wounded fpijit but 
tfie balm of innocence : by this alone 
the health of the foul pan he preserved* 
ky this alcme it can be reftored. If thou 
art Fatigued with the toils and labours of 
fchis life, flie will give thee reft ; if thoij. 
art heavy laden with the affli&ions of it, 
Ihe will refrefh thee 5 hp that hath her, 
freed hot fear what man can do unto hiin. 
Are we forrowful? this is Joy: Are 
tore ptfor? this is riches: Are we fickfr 
this is health. This, and this alone, cant 
firfUifi all our infirmities j this will fup- 
jport tw under every calamity, in pain, 
fickfteft or adverfity, in the hour of death, 
and Si the day of judgment. 

But Lafrly, my brethren, To $t inno* 
tcfence and virtue, we rfraft be careful to 
§dd an entire totifidcnce in, a firm reli- 
ance 
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fERM. ancc on, and an humble refignation to, 
VIL the divine Being. We may reft affured, 
that he who made our fouls will be 
careful to guard and preferve them 3 he 
will not defpife or negleft the work of 
his own hands. There -is a perpetual 
a&ing Providence prefiding over, and di- 
recting all human affairs $ and we need 
pot doubt but that the fpirit of man is its 
conftant favourite, its peculiar care. And 
qi this ipipQrtant truth every man may 
be convinced, who will at any time, in 
his more ferious moments, refleft on the 
^notions of his own foul; for how often 
do we feel degrees both of joy and grief 
within us, by **P means propgrtiQnabte 
to the external, apparent caufes of either ? 
Advantages the moft trifling and inconfu 
derable, (hall exalt us into rapture ; evils 
the moftinfignificant.fliaU deprefs us into 
a ftate of the utmoft ipifery and anguiftx, 
£rpundjef§ hopes fhall delight* anc} fqari 
< . as 
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as grduftdlefs (hall torment us : and what serU. 
is this but the invifible power of the , VU- 
Almighty, working within our hearts, 
and rewarding or punifhing us as we de- 
serve, even in this life, according to his 
owii divine will and appointment ? Wheiv 
'we confider how totally the fpirit of man 
isin the power of God, with what un- 
fpeakaHe joy he can infpire, with what 
'inconceivable horrors he can affright it; 
ihould it not make us rejoice in the 
hopes of pleating,'! and tremble at the 
thought of offending him ? To him then 
let the wounded 'fpirit apply for relief; 
let us truft in his juftice, and rely upon 
his mercy. Can we be fafer than under 
the eye of divine wifdom ? Can we be 
more fecure than in the hands of al T 
ttiighty power ? If we addrefs him as 
dutiful children, he will fmile upon us 
yuth all the indulgence of an affe&ionate 
parent; if wefeek him as our phyfician; 
~. ' he. 
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$frm. be will cure u* j it vi^ inipfofre h*m M 
our guardian, he #UJ pr.pttc"t uc . Jf be 
jennies the wound to be infli«Sted, he 
fcath d balm ready to pour into k j he 
will not fuffer us to be affiftsd beypn4 
what we are able to bear, but wiil witfe 
the affli&ion make us a way alfp to eftapg 
from it. To him then, let us deliver uf> 
■our fouls i of him, in the day of prof* 
ferity, ie* us bag that we may not be 
inflamed and elated with k j to hjioi* i* 
adverfity, ;lct us pray that he will eithef 
remove, or enable us to bear it, Ani 
laftly, as our fpjrit is an immortal fpir;i^ 
kt us feud up our prayers to him, that 
it may even whilft on sarth be mindful 
of its dignity, that it may rife fuperjof 
to mortality, and, unwounded by tht 
little concerns of this life, in hopes of 
being admitted to a better and mojtj 
durable on* : to a place where, the body 
cannot kt hurt, and where the /p^rit £&t% 

nevtf- 
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never be wounded : where that fpirit serm^ 

VI f 

which is immortal will be bleft with 
health and reft ; with health, which the 
moth and ruft of fin cannot corrupt; 
with reft and tranquility, which no 
earthly cares can break through and fteal i 
to a jplace, where, whilft the fpirits here 
fcelow are wounded by pain and mifery, 
it fhall fmile in uninterrupted joy, and 
tafte^he never-fading pleafures of peace 
and immortality. 
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Proverbs III. 17* 

Her ways are &ays of pleafantnefs, and all 
her paths are peace. 

AMONGST all the fubtle and serm. 
impious endeavours of the adver- VIIL 
faries of our holy religion to defame and 
difgrace it, there is not perhaps any 
fcheme or artifice which has been fb 
univerfally, or indeed fo fuccefsfully 
pra&ifed, as their unwearied pains and 
induftry in mifreprefenting and difguif- 
ing it to the ignorant and unwary; as 
they have painted it in the blacked 
colours which malice could invent, or 
hatred infpire, and prefented mankind 
L 2 with 
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serm. with the moft horrid pi&ure their owit 
_4~1 gloomy imaginations could fugged ; re- 
ligion, if you will Believe them, is a 
cruel and tyrannical miftrefs, who is per- 
petually chaftifing and punifhing her 
fervants ; whofe cruel and favage difpofi- 
tion would extort from them the unrea- 
sonable facrificfe to her, of every pleafure; 
every comfort and fatisfa&ion in life, to 
* attend on her commands, and pay a blind 
obedience to the feverity of her laws; 
that (he would perfuade us to give up all 
the blifs and enjoyment of this world, 
vfrhilft fhe deludes us with idle dreams 
of promifed happinefs ift another. But 
in a point fo folemn and fo important, 
methinks we fhould ferioufly confider the 
truth of thefe aflertions : Is this the faith 
we adhere to, the religion we profefs? 
or is it but the glofs of falfe reafoning, 
and fpecious argument; the wicked fug- 
geftions of bad men, defigned merely to 

alleviate 
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alleviate thus their guilt, and palliate, if serm. 
poflible, the bafenefs of their own ingra- 
titude; or the artifice of perfidious rebels, 
to reprefent the fovereign whom they 
defert, as a tyrant and an ufurper, whofc 
commands are grievous, and whofe laws 
unjuft?— Let us ferioufly confider the 
attributes of that divine Being whom we 
worfhip: Can this be the offspring of the 
God of long-fuffejring, , charityi love, 
goodnefs, and benevolence ? Would he 
fet up fuch an idol in his ftead ? Surely 
this is fo poor, fo unlike, fo bad a copy, 
that it cannot poffibly deceive any who 
have ever had the leaft tranfient view or 
glimpfe of the divine original. 

It will therefore be at leaft a pleafing 
2nd perhaps a neceffary tafk to flrip re-» 
ligion of this unbecoming garb 3 to take 
pfF the bloody garment, and to put on. her 
th? robe of peace ; to wreft the fword of 
k 3 k opprefliQn 
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serm. oppreffion from her hand, and place her 
own olive in its (lead j and to convince 
mankind, that, as the wife man fays, her 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace ;— that fo far from debar- 
ring Us from the enjoyments of life, that 
without regard to her, and the obfervance 
of her laws, pleafure can only be attended 
by guilt, fear and remorfe, and that it is 
to this very wifdom, this holy fan&ion, 
(he owes all her charms, 

And here it may be obferved, that moft 
difputes and controverfies which arife 
ainongil men, fpring from the want of 
a right fenfe and understanding of the 
terms madp ufe of in their propofitions } 
and it is in vain to difpute with our ad- 
verfaries concerning^rf/«r*, if at the fame 
time our notions of that pleafure are en- 
tirely oppofite. If they will aflert that 
pleafure cpnfifts merely in the gratifica- 
tion 
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tion of our appetites, and the enjoyment serm. 
of fenfual delights, in a perpetual round 
of folly, riot, and debauchery, we muft 
indeed own, that thefe ways 0/ pleafant. 
nefs are not ber ways, nor can they ever 
be the paths of peace. But if, on the 
contrary, the notion which the wifcft 
and beft men of all ages have entertained 
of pleafure be the only true and Satisfac- 
tory one i if it is to the mind we are in* 
debted for the moft refined and molt ex- 
quifite fenfations, it will not be difficult 
to prove, that this pie afure is the con- 
ftant handmaid of Religion, the daughter 
of Truth and Wifdpm, and the infepa- 
rable companion of all tho& who tread 
in the paths of honour and virtue. My 
yoke is eafy, fays our Saviour, and my bur- > 
then is UgU ; and furelyv to a ferious and 
thinking man, the morality of the gofpel 
has nothing, harffr or umreafonable in its 
precepts, nothing . fevers or difficult in 
the practice of if. 

L4 *Lwe 
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SERM. Love thy- God with all thy he&rt, and 
with all thy foul^ and thy neighbour as thy* 
felfi wbatfqever ye would that men Jhould 
do unto yQu, even jo do unto them: what is 
this, but, in other words, thus fpeaking 
to us : Love thyfelf, Q man, and I will 
reward thee for it ; promote as much as 
poffible thy own intereft and happinefs, 
thai happinefs to which but one way can 
lead thee, the love of thy God and of 
thy neighbour. This, furely, is not the 
language of a cruel tyrant, or an unkind 
matter, it is the tender goodnefs of an 
indulgent father, who exhorts his be- 
loved fons to ufe all the means in their 
power to make themfelves happy $ who 
himfelf lays down rules for their con- 
duct, points out the dire<3 path, and 
leads them into it j and after all, defires 
i}o reward for this unfpeakable tender- 
nefs b»ut reciprocal love and affedtion, no 
returp, but the pleafure and fatisfoftion 
pf feeing them in the full enjoyment of 

that 
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that biifs yvhich himfelf had taught them serm ; 
to obtain. 



1 Religion is pleafant, beeaufe it gives 
room for the exercife of every humane 
and every focial virtue;, there is not a 
paffion of our mind productive of joy 
9nd happinefs which it does not raife 
and inflame.. If love, friendship, gratis 
tude, charity, juftice, or benevolence, # 
have any pleafures tabeftow, they are 
gll owing to Religion, which teaches, 
which infpires, which encourages them. 
Befides the natural complacency and fa- 
tisfa&ion which attends the performance 
of any noble a&ion, muft it not be an 
additional joy to reflett, that religion 
fan&ifies, that heaven approves of it; 
that God himfelf has commanded, and 
wiU hereafter reward us fpr it ? 

It is pleafant, fays the orator, to be vir- 
ftjoys and good, for that \s tp excel many 

cithers j 
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*vm?' ot ^ ers > lt * s pl ea ^nt to mortify and Tub- 
due our lufts, for this is vi&ory ; it is 
pleafant to command our appetites and 
paflions, and keep them within tlfe 
bounds of reafon and religion ,. for this 
is empire. What plcafure then can equal 
that which thus fatisfies every defire of 
our fouls, fooths our pride, flatters our 
ambition, and rewards our feif-love. 

We have feen r then r what thofc dutie* 
are which religion enjoins ; all plain, 
eafy, and practicable ; but to men fwal* 
lowed up in luxuries and debaucheries 
the eafieft taik ma^feem burthenfomei 
the mind as well as the body, by long 
difufe, may be rendered unfit to bear the 
fmalleft exercife: (loth and indolence 
will reduce it to a ftate of weaknefs and 
delicacy, that fhali njake it feci the 
weight of a feather. 

But 
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But if what religion enjoins be eafy, serm. 
po lefs reafonable is what fhe forbids ; 
injuftice, cruelty, avarice, intemperance, 
hatred and uncharitablenefs. And are 
thefe the ways of pteafentnefs ? Can any 
of thefe adminifter any real or folid fa- 
tisfa&ion ? Are not remorfe, difeafe, and 
infomy, the offspring of avarice and in- 
temperance ? Does not luft carry a fcor- 
pion jn its bofpm to fting and torment 
itfelf"? Does not injuftice return the 
poifoned cup to our own lips ? Does not 
hatred and uncharitablenefs banifh peace 
and tranquility ? Or do thofe ever tafte 
of happinefs thgmfelves, who procure 
mifery to others ? The ways therefore of 
religion muft be the ways, the only ways 
of pleafantnefs, fince the leaft ftep we 
take out of them teads us into the road 
of pain; guilt, and mifery ; and if fhe 
needed a further recommendation, a 
greater could not be added than what 
follows, All her paths are peace. 

Great 
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filRM. Great peace \ have they, fays the pfalmift, 
V1IL which love thy laiy ; 5 peace which can be 
iinderftood by thofe qply who have them- 
felves felt if : and finely, were it pot a 
pleafure which tjie bgd man had either 
never tafted or utterly forgot, h? would 
?iot mifs it for all the impeded, unfatik 
factory and transient joys which fenfc 
could beftQw f And 3s that peace which . 
religion alone e$n infure tp us, is a hap- 
pinefs which the world cannot give $ jfo 
is it a blefling which the world cannot 
take av/ay ; when riches are flown from 
us, when health and profperity $re gone, 
and ficknefs and misfortune vifit us ; 
when our friends defpife and defert us, 
and our enemies laugh us to fcorn, this 
laft kind gueft ftill regains, to raife, tp 
invigorate, $nd fupport us: even when 
the ways of pleafure are no more, whei* 
pain and adverfity have driven out every 
gay and phearful thought, and defpaif 
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\ * fceffls ready to feize on and torment us, serm. 

. • VIII. 

Peace fteps in, and faves us from deftruc- 

tion i fends her daughter Hope to com- 
fort and relieve us ; and when fhe can no 
* longer preferve us here, conveys us with 

a chearful refignation to her own native 
feat, the regions of blifs and immortality, 

Let us then endeavour to make that 
! which is our duty and our intereft, our 

r pleafure and our happinefs 3 as God lov- 

eth the chearful giver, fo doubtlefs will 
he praife the chearful receiver alfo. Me- 
lancholy and difcontenti fears and defpon- 
dency, were fent to appal the guilty, and 
deprefs the heart of .the wicked and de- 
ceitful man j the Lord is with us, of whom 
tbenjhall we be afraid? Let us come before 
him with thank/giving, and Jheito ourjehes 
glad in him. When we fee men bleft with 
! all the good things of this life, even in the 

\ . bofom of plenty and profperity, given up 

■ a prey 
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8ERM. a prey to melancholy and defpair, is it 
' not greatly to be feared that there is 
fomething wrong within, fome deadly 
guilt that weighs upon the heart, fome 
inveterate poifon which the antidote of 
riches can never cure, which the pomp 
of this world can never remove? Will 
not the force of fuch examples terrify 
and alarm us ? will it not, ought it not 
to convince mankind, that to be happy # 
we muft be good ; and to be at peace, we 
muft be innocent ? 

The fear of the Lord maketb a merry 
heart ; and be that bath a merry heart bath 
a continual feafi. Joy and bappinefs are 
ever in the dwellings of the righteous. 

Let us then endeavour to perform the 
cafy duties of our religion with a decent 
and a manly order, not like the flaves of 
barbarians tug the oar and drag the chains 

of 
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of Servitude in fullen filence, but like serai.- 
happy and contented fervants, whofe 
pleafure, whofe privilege, and whofe 
happinefs it is to obey a generous and a 
noble matter $ one who is not extreme 
to mark what is done amifs$ who is 
omnifcient to know all our aftions, and 
omnipotent to reward themj a matter, 
who, when our fervice ,is finifhed, will 
in the great day, if we have fhewn the 
leatt pleafure in ferving him, falute us 
with, <c Well have ye done my good and 
faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy 
•f your Lord." 
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Sermon ix. 



Matthew V* 3. 

hlejfed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

OU R bleffed Saviour's fermon on serm, 
the mount, of which the beati- IX * 
tudes (the fubjett of our prefent confi- 
deration) form fo diftinguifhed a part, 
hath ever been looked upon as the great 
rule and ftandard by which Chriftians are 
to direct their life and conduft, and as it 
contains the fum and fubftance of that 
new law which Chrift came down from 
heaven to inculcate and enforce : a law 
which differed as much from the Mofaic 
difpenfation in the manner of its deli- 
M 2 very, 
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SERM. very, as in the fubjedt-matter of it. The? 

l— v~Lj law given from Mount Sinai was attend- 
ed, We knov(r, by a train of circuriiftarfces 
{0 awful and tremendous, as to ftrike 
terror arid aftbnifhment into the hearts of 
all who heard it j " with thunder and 
lightning, and the voice of' the trumpet, 
the Lord defcended upon the mount in 
fire, and the fmoke thereof afcended as 
the fmoke of a furnace." The people 
trembled and flood at a diftance, left the 
Lord fhould break forth upon, and con* 
fume them. But when the bleffed Sa- 
viour, the humble and gracious Redeemer 
came upon earth, to vifit and inftrutt 
mankind, to make the covenant of peace, 
his dodtrine was like himfelf, mild, 
gentle, and perfuafive, full of grace, 
meeknefs, and condefcenfion : he doth 
not terrify and, alarm his hearers Xvith 
the threats of punifhment, but allures 
them by the hopes of a glorious though 

diftant 
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diftant reward : addrefles his followers in serm; 

IX 

a manner the moft eafy and familiar, 
appeals to their reafon, gratifies their 
felf-love, and endeavours to cpnvince 
them that the happinefs which they 
were all in fearch of, was only to be 
obtained by obedience ; that it did not 
confift in thofe things to which their 
falfe ideas had confined it, but on the 
other hand in thofe humble virtues, that 
patience, piety and refignation, which 
they had been fo long ufed to contemn 
and defpife. Blejfed y fays he, are the poor 
in fpirity for theirs is the kingdom of God, 

Before we proceed to the illuftration 
pf thefe words, it may not be improper 
previoufly to remark, that the fermon on 
the mount is a {landing teftimony, a kind 
of living . witnefs againft thofe of our 
modern enthufiafts, who would feparate 
religion fron* mpralityj who are for 
M 3 ftrength* 
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SERM. ftrengthening and fupporting the nobis 
edifice of the gofpel, by undermining 
the foundations of it $ thofe who affert 
that the moral is not the Chriftian 
preacher, and that no difcoijrfes from the 
pulpit have arfy merit but fuch as are 
Huffed with unintelligible fophiftry, and 
the extravagant fallies of a heated ima- 
gination. Our SaviourVown fermqn, 
we fee, was of a different kind, and conn 
tains nothing but fimple plain morality, 
morality indeed of 3 more refined an4 
exalted nature fhan ftad ever been 
preached to the Gentile world, but fuch 
as at the fame time had nothing in it vi- 
iionary or romantic, but full of divine 
truths, adapted to every ynderftanding, 
and intelligible to the meaneft capacity. 
That preacher, therefore, who beft e*- 
plains the truths which he delivered, and 
illaftrates thofe rules and dp&rines which 
he eftablifhed, has the beft claim tQ 

applaufe* 
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applaufe, and the faireft title to univer- serm^ 
fel efteem and approbation, 

I would defire our Methodifts to ob- 
ferve, th^t in our blefled Saviour's fermoxi 
on the mount there is no mention made 
of predeftination, ele&ion, reprobation, 
juftification by faith alone $ no do&rine 
of afTurance, regeneration and fan&ifica- 
tion, (the common topics of our popular 
faints and apoftles) j nothing but plain 
fimple precepts of morality, intelligible 
to every mind, and fuited to every capa- 
city. The beft fermons, therefore, one 
fhould naturally imagine, are thofe which 
ijiofl; refemble his, which enforce bis doc- 
trines, explain his tenets, and illuftrate 
thofe truths which he has himfelf laid 
down and inculcated. Whatever there- 
fore thefe refiners on the wifdom of their 
Redeemer may think proper to aflert, I 
am fatisfied, for my own part, with the 
M 4 model 
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serm. model of Jefijs Chrift, and fliall content 
myfelf with humbly endeavouring to imi- 
tate bim> till they can furnifh me with a 
better example. I {hall therefore pro- 
ceed to confider the true meaning and 
intent of our Saviour's declaration ex- 
preffed in the text, u Bleffed are the poor 
in fpirit> for theif s is the kingdom of 
God/* 

As our Saviour came down from heavei> 
to inftruft an ignorant, and reform a li- 
centious world, his firft and mqft necef- 
fary bufinefs was tQ remove their preju- 
dices, confute their errors, and corre£t 
the many falfe notions which they had 
contracted, both with regard to their 
duty and their ljappinefs alfo : the firft 
virtue therefqre which he recommends is 
(that which was probably the leaft prac- 
tifed amongft them) the virtue of humi- 
lity. The time of Chrift's appearance 

PQ 
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on earth was the very time when human serm. 
pride feemed as it were in the zenith and , ' ' 
meridian of its power, when falfe philo- 
fophy had infatuated the minds of men, 
arid filled them with the moft ridiculous 
ideas of their own conftquence and im- 
portance ; when the proud, the haughty, 
and the rich in fpirit, were deemed the 
greateft as well as the happieft of man- 
kind; at fuch a time the do&ririe which 
our Lord here inculcates, in proportion 
as it was neceffary, muft have been 
equally difguftful aifo, as it tended to 
overthrow their darling tenets, to thwart 
their aefigns, and to mortify their fel£- 
Jove, In pppofition notwithftanding to 
all thsir obftinate prejudices and pre- 
poffeflions, he declares, contrary to the 
general and received opinion, that the 
true happinefs of man confided in po- 
verty of fpirit, in humility, patience, and 
jrefignation j not in abundance, but con- 
tent $ 
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* Sp ix M ' tent J not * n ^ e S rat ^ cat i° n of our own 
will, |>ut in implicit fubmiffion to the 
divine j not in the refentment and return 
of injuries, tut in the patient abiding 
and charitable forgivenefs of them. Blejf- 
td, fays he, are the poor inJf>irit,for theirs 
is the kingdom of hwvm* 

By tbepoorinfpirit % we are not to fup* 
pofe our Saviour meant to chara&erife 
thofe mean and fordid minds, who, ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of 
this term, were ftrangers to generofity, 
charity, and benevolence, the flaves of 
avarice and felf-love % thefe, he knew and 
taught, were fo far from the kingdom of 
God, that he deemed it impoffible for 
them ever to enter into it. 

By the poor in fpirit* he could not b* . 
underftood to mean the timid and da- 
ftardly, the mean and fearful coward, who 

flartjes 
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parties at eyery blaft of fortune, and serm; 
finks beneath every oppofitipn ; he doth 
pot mean to point oijtthofe whp are juft 
and honeft only from the dread of being 
4ete&ed ; or virtuous and religious, not 
from principle and convi&ion, but froni. 
the fear of punifhmpnt : this is a poverty 
pf fpirit, which, as it is beneath the dig- 
nity of our nature* can never be acpept* 
i&ble to the divipe author pf it, 



ppfcription pf " The poor in fpirit." 

By the poor in Jpirit, our Saviour uu-* 
floubtedly meant all thofe, who, confcj- 
ous of that weaknefe which is inherent 
to our nature, and fatisfied ho\v little 
jeal merit the belt of us can pretend to 
always entertain a modeft diffidence and 
diftruft pf their pvyn abilities, which 
naturally produces a meek and humble 
kphayiourj to their fuperiors ever lowly 

?n4 



17a On the Poor in Spirit. 

SERM. and refpe&ful, to their equals kind and 
IX * benevolent, to their inferiors condefcend- 
ing 5 juft and candid in the acknowledg- 
ment of their own faults and follies, yet 
willing to palliate, pafs over, and forgive 
thofe of others 5 not ^affuming merit 
which they have not, ox boafting, like the 
proud and vain, of thofe good qualities 
and perfe&ions which they have*, not 
ambitious of popular applaufe, or felici- 
tous to obtain the praifes of a capricious 
multitude, but contented with the filent 
approbation of a good confcience, and the 
fecret folemn teftimony of an Ijoneft and 
$n upright heart, 

Put ^bove a}l, by the poor in fpirit, is 
undoubtedly meant the patient fufferer, 
he who h$th fortitude enough to bear 
the eyils of lif? without murmuring or 
repining at them* who fubmits with 
kutnble piety anjl refignation to the de- 
crees 
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erees of Providence, whofe greatnefs of sEfcM. 

x IV, 

foul enables him to fupport injuries and v ' 
oppreffion without refenting and return- 
ing them. 

Such is undoubtedly the true fpirit of 
Chriftianity; a fpirit which breathes thro* 
every page of the gofpel, which infpired 
every word and. directed every action of. 
our bleffed Redeemer. That virtue which 
he recommends to others he never failed 
himfelf to praftife. Learn of me, fays he, 
for I am meek and lowly. If ever there 
was in this world a perfon who, in the 
true fenfe of this phrafe, was/car injpirit, 
it was undoubtedly our bleffed Redeemer 
himfelf, who fuffered with patience every 
indignity, and fubmitted with humility 
and refignation to every infult and op- 
preffion that could be inflicted on human 
nature. Him therefore, and him alone, 
be it our buflnefs, as it is our duty, to 

imitate 
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SBRM. imitate with all poflible tire and attcri- 
" , tion j aftd this, if we do, we fhall un- 
doubtedly, as he has gracioufly promifed^ 
be truly bleffed* 

&ere', Jio'wevdr* if may not be im«* 
proper to obferve, that our Saviour doth 
not fay, nor could • he indeed poffibly 
mean, that the poor in fpirit fhould al- 
ways be bleffed in this life $ fo far from 
it, that the quality here recommended 
will, in the common courfe of things, be 
niore likely to render him frequently 
though undefervedly miferable $ he who? 
is lowly in his own eyes, will too often 
appear mean and contemptible in thofe 
of others. Modefty is a veil, which* 
however it may heighten the charms of 
virtue to a difcerning judgment, doth 
notwithstanding for the moft part totally 
conceal them from the vulgar* and though 
humility may become the objedt of pri- 
vate 
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trate admiration, flie is but too generally serm. 
the mark of public contempt and deri- IX * 
iion. 

Such falfe ideas do men fomcfimes en- 
tertain of fortitude and fpirit, that the 
bold violator of every law human and 
divine, who kills his beft friends in a 
duel, (hall be deemed a man of honour 
and courage, whilft the poor in.fpirit> who 
from confcience and humanity refufes to 
fhed the blood of his fellow-creature, 
fhail be branded with the opprobrious 
name of a coward. 

To this it muft be added, that the 
tneek and lowly lay themfelves open to a 
thoufand injuries which the haughty and 
revengeful are not liable to. The world 
is indeed generally fo good-natured as to 
give us room and opportunity for the 
exercife of every moral and Chriftian 

virtue : 
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sfrm. virtue : if*^e are blefled with a fupeFior 
portion of *jneeknefs, they will favour us 
with frequent occafions of exerting it; 
and if we are endowed with a more than 
ordinary (hare of patience, they will fup- 
ply us with fufficient trials of it : the 
humble fpirit will often be provoked, the 
quiet and forbearing fpirit will often be 
fcoffed at and infulted. 

Very confonant therefore muft it be to 
our idea of the divine j.uftice, to fuppofe 
that what in this life muft ever fubjeiSfc 
us to fo many misfortunes, forrows, arid 
calamities, lhould meet with fome re- 
compenfe in another. The extraordinary 
and tranfeendent merit indeed of this 
virtue may be inferred from the greatnefs 
of its reward. Blejfed, fays our Saviour t 
are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the king- 
dom of God. Thofe who have fuffered in 
this world, (hall enjoy in the next> thofc 

who 
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toho have patiently fubmitted to injuries serm. 
in one ftate* fhall .be totally exempted 
from them in another; he who, for a 
feries of years, hath eaten the bread of 
affli&ion, and drank the cup of forrow* 
fhall tafte the manna of God, and be re- 
frefhed with the waters of comfort 5 he 
who hath been meek and lowly in his 
own eyes, fhall be acceptable in thofe of 
his Creator ; and he who hath been de- 
fpifed and rejefted of men, fhall be the 
chofen and beloved of God* 

Btejfed are the poor in ffirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of God. 

Not the fplendid dazzling objeft of 
ambition here below, not an earthly but 
an heavenly crown, a kingdom not to be 
loft, a crown that fadeth not away : the 
kingdoms of this world are indeed ob- 
tained, and preferved alfo but too often* 
by means very oppofite, and fpxrits verydif* 

Voj.. I. N fcrent 
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serm. ferenf front tliefe ; and the kingdom of 
God is the cmly kingdom which the meek 
and humble, which the poor in fpirit 
wifti to enjoy. How grateful will it be r 
after all the florms and dangers of a tem* 
peftuous life, to put into this delightful 
harbour y after travelling through the 
dreary defert of this world, where fcarce 
any thing i9 to be met with but thorns 
and briars, to arrive at laft at a wilderneft 
of fw€fets, and be crowned with the olive 
branches of perpetual peace : it will not 
be the leaft of thofe bleffings, which the 
poor in fpirit {hall hereafter enjoy, that 
in the kingdom of God tie will not meet 
with thofe who have perfecuted and op- 
preffed him, with the proud, the haughty, 
andthe cruel > thofe turbulent and unruly 
fpirits fliall then be chained down in 
darknefs, condemned by an all-righteous- 
judge to figh for eveif after that reft and 
tranquillity which they had fo long di- 
fturbedj and to envy that humility and 

poverty 
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poverty of fpirit vfrhich they had fo long serM; 
defpifed. % 

Let us remember, theii, my brethren* 
that ifl Virtue of this promife from our 
Redeemer, We are noble and afpiring 
candidates for Empire 5 let it animate our 
zeal, and fire our ambition to call to mind 
that we are in purfuit of a kingdom* 
and that a glorious and an eternal one, 
iiot to be acquired by arms or tiolence, 
but by meeknefs, geritlenefs, and truth : 
a crown which we are not called to by . 
inheritance, but by ele&ion ; a kingdom, 
where the joys df dominion will not be 
leflened but heightened by participation. 
Laftly, and above all, let us remember, 
that to poffefs it, the fpirit muft not be 
raifed but fubdued ; that we muft ftoop to 
rife; that by poverty alone we can be 
made rich* by humility alone we can be 
exalted* 



N & 



ON THE 



BLESSEDNESS. 



O F 



THOSE THAT MOURN. 



N 3 



i«j 



SERMON X. 



Matthew W 4. 

BJeJfed are they that mourn, for they Jhatl 

be comforted* 
i 

AS the blefled Saviour and Redeemer serw. 
of mankind, came down upon earth x# 
to confute the wifdom of the wife, and 
to put to fxlence the ignorance of foolifli 
jnen, we (hall find many of his do&rines, 
and more efpecially thofe which he deli- 
vered in his fermon on the mount, in 
direft oppofition to thofe opinions which 
were generally received and eftablifhed $ 
and amongft thefe, there is not perhaps 
one more apparently paradoxical and un- 
common than that which is expreffed 
N 4 in 
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serm, in the words of my text : Blefed, fay? 
he, are they that mourn. It feemeth in- 
deed to contradid the voice of nature, to 
oppofe pur reafon, and to give the lye to 
our fenfe and feeling. It is impoflible, 
one would imagine, that pain and for- 
row, which render ps referable, can 
ever make us blefTed ; or that what we 
have fo long confidered as the obje& of 
fear and averfion, can ever become pleaf- 
ing and defirable. But he who made and 
conftituted all things, can change the 
nature, eflfence, and difpofition pf them. 
There is nothing fo bitter and calamitous 
which the power and goodnefs of God 
cannot render productive of joy and hap- 
pinefs. Qui; Saviour therefore doth with 
great truth aflert, (which the qiore we 
eonfider the more we fliail be convinced 
of) that the forrows, pains* and afflic- 
tions of this world, which we too often 
fo grievoufly complain of, #re attended 

by 
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, by confequences which we do notforefee, serm. 
and followed. by advantages 
ver hoped for, or expected. 



x 
and followed . by advantages which we ng- 



In a former difcourfe on the advantages 
of afflidtion, I obferved to you, that a 
mixture of good and evil in this life is 
(abftra&ed from all other confiderations) 
abfolutely and indifpenfibly neceffary. 
-Sorrow is to joy what vice is to virtue, 
the beft foil to its beauties ;' the come- 
linefs of the one, is fet off and recom- 
mended by the deformity of the other ^ 
the heart which hath never groaned un- 
der calamity, will not fo truly enjoy the 
tranfports of felicity $ paft flavery gives 
a double zeft to prefent freedom* Thus 
ft fine tafte of happinefs can only be ac- 
quired by affli&ion, and he alone is to be 
p itied, who hath never known what it 
H tq be miferable. But for the troth of 
$19 we Jiave, in the words of my text, the 

ftftimpjiy 
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8ERM. teftimooy of divine wifdom, and the fane* 
tion of divine authority* Our Saviour 
hath here exprefsly declared, that thofe 
who moijrn, fo fax from being unhappy, 
are truly Welled. 

We are not to und^rftand by the words 
Vefore us, that all thofe who mourn, 
generally and indifcriminately confidered, 
muft therefore be happy; that becaufe 
they have been opprefled by grievous fuf- 
ferings, they are entituled to reward ; 
that becaufe they have been miferable, 
they muft be blefTed ; that would be to 
confound good and evil, merit and de» 
merit $ to fet the wife, virtuous, and re-* 
ligious, on a level with the fooJUh, the 
vicious, and the irreligious, He who 
i mourns for the lofs of what he neithee 

A wants nor deferves, who weeps whea ho 

(hould rejoice, and complains when ho 
flwuld be thankful; he who mourn? 

from 
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from fordid ei)vy, or unreafonable difap- S£rw. 
pointment, becaufe he cannot prejudice x# 
another, to promote his own ifitereft and 
advantage % fuch men, be their afflidtions 
ever fo (harp and poignant, can never hop* 
Jo be bjeffed, qj: expeft tp be comforted. 

The bleflfednefs fpoken of by our S$«. 
viour will be the reward only of virtuous 
gnd godly forrowj of thofe, and thpfs 
$lone, yyho mourn, either, 

Firft, For a heavy and more than prdi? 
jiary weight of human afflifttons, which ? 
unmerited by them, God hath in his wff- 
fjom thought fit to inflidl upon them : or, 

Secondly, Thofe who fmcerely mourn 
for, arid lament the burthen of their 
iniquities, the fins and offences whicft 
they h^ye committed : or, 

Thirdly, Thofe who charitably feel 
for, and fywptfftfc vklfc thp forrows? 

find 
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SERM. and Calamities of others, who weep with 
" j them that weep. 

Thefe will undoubtedly inherit that 
blefled happinefs which our Saviour hath 
here predicted ; thefe will be relieved, 
blefled, and comforted, fepth here and 

hereafter, 

Man, as the Pfalmift faith, is born unt* 
forrow, even as the fparks fly upwards ; it 
is the common lot, the appointed portion 
ef human nature. 

A heavy yoke is upon the fons of 
Adam, from him that fitteth on a throne 
*?f glory, tp him: that is humbled in earth 
and afties. To what a variety of difeafes' 
is the body of man continually fubjeft? 
by what an infinity of pangs is his mind, 
perpetually opprefled ? Want, pain, dif- 
appointment, ficknefe, and adverfity, like 
h many powerful tyrants,, fubdue and 

reign 
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reign by turns over us $ fcarce a day paffes sermL 
Jmt we feel fomething to remind us of , x ' 
mortality, and the hard condition of it. 

Some, moreover, are vifited in a pecu- 
liar manner, and groan with unremitted 
anguifh under the iron hand of calamity. 
Some there are who perpetually feed on 
the bread of affliction, and drink the 
bitter cup of forrow. He, doubtlefs, 
who infli&ed thefe evils, never intended^ 
never wifhed or defired to find us infen- 
fible of them : to mourn therefore is the, 
indifputed privilege of our nature ; grief 
therefore is innocent, and only when 
immoderate, exceffive, or ill-placed, can 
partake either of guilt or folly. Our 
Redeemer himfelf, with the form of man, 
took upon him his infirmities, his griefs 
and calamities, and lamented them alfo; 
even he, we know, groaned in the fpirit, 
and was troubled. It is no fin therefore 

• to 
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SfeRM- to mourn : dur foal may be vexed, and 
oiir fpirit difquieted, without offending 
that divirie Being who cheated them. It 
is our duty^ tiotwithftanding, to fubmit 
with patiencfe and refignation, to rely 
With confidence on our Redeemer, tnd 
to reft affured that his word muft be fufc. 
filled, who hath faid, Bleffed are they that 
mourn > for they jhall be y comforted. Whilft 
our affii&ions bid us remember that we 
are men, we muft not at the fame time 
forget that there is a God, but in the midjft 
of our calamities bear in mind . this hi* 
flattering declaration, and thi* his gra* 
cious promife : let us continually bear 
this little amulet about our necks td 
qharm avfay the evil fpirit of difcofttenti. 
to exercife moreover the malicious d&> 
mon of defpair. If affii&ion is (as our 
Saviour hath hutifelf affured us it it) a 
real bleffing, let us confider it as fueh# 
und in all our forrows and misfortunes 

and 
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and calamities remember, that forrfcw is serm. 
but a prelude to joy 
harbinger of felicity* 



x 
but a prelude to joy, and affii&ion the 



But> Setotfdly, Another fpecies of vir* 
tuous forrow is that which arifeth from a 
conFciotifnefs <>f our own unworthinefs, 
that remorfe and contrition which every 
fincere penitent feels for the commiflion 
Of fin, and which is the parent of repen- 
tance tod reformation: he who heartily 
grieves for, and laments his paft offences, 
will moft probably guard againft them 
for the future. This forrow is doubt- 
lefs of a moft ftiarp and poignant nature, 
it inflifts the moft deep and painful 
Wounds on the foul of man -, the ftifcg 
of life as well as of death is fin, and a 
Wounded fpirit who can bear ? 

As this is doubtlefs a great and galling 
affli&ion, wearying and oppreffive to the 

foul. 
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SERM. foul, the gobdnefs of God hath to tt*£ 
J*^, weight of the evil proportioned its con- 
folatiort and reward i Blejfed, therefore?,. 
are they who thus mourn> for they Jhall be 
comforted. Thofe who mourn for their 
fins will always find comfort in the 
plQdfirig reflexion, that the debt which 
they are paying, how heavy and burthen^ 
fome foever it may be, is a debt which 
they owe to confeience, and which muft 
be puri&iially difcharged 5 that the for- 
row which they feel is a religidtiS for- 
row \ that the tears which they flied are 
the tears of virtue* they will be dried 
up by him who wipeth the tears from 
every eye: in all their affii&ions there- 
fore they will comfort themfelves with 
the fare and certain hope* that though 
they mourft they fhall rejoice, ahd are 
only miferable here, that they may be 
happy hereafter. 
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fcqt, Thirdly, Thofe (hall be blelfed serm. 
who charitably feel for, and fympathife 
with the affli&ed, and lament the cala- 
mities of others, who: weep with r them 
that Weep. 

Cdmpaflion is a debt which we all owe 
to the unhappy : though like other debts 
it is not always pun&ually difcharged, 
it will, notwithstanding, be required of 
us. The benevolent, the generous and 
humane, cannot behold the diftrefles of 
his fellow-creatures with coldnefs and 
infenfibility \ he feels for the forrows, 
laments the misfortunes, and fympathifes 
with the calamities of his neighbour: 
and in a world like this, abounding with 
eviJs of every kind, the good and bene- 
volent man muft frequently be urthappy ; 
thofe arrows of affii&ion which never 
reach the callous heart, pierce deep into 
kit 1 he fighs with the wretched, fickens 

Vol, I. O with 
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SftRM. with the diftcrtpefed, fhivers with the 
naked,, ftarv.c6 with the- poor anddefti- 
tute i but he who thus kindly mourns 
far others, fhall himfelf be bleffedj he 
who thus pitied others, (halt himfelf 
meet with pity ; and he who comforted 
others, fhall be comforted. 

The Almighty hath of his infinite 
goodnefs gracioufly ordained, that the 
performance of every moral duty fhall 
carry with it fome portion of its own re- 
ward : every aft of friendfhip, tendernefs, 
and humanity towards thofe around us, 
ia attended with & fweet Complacency 
and fdtisfa&ion of mind, that in a great 
joqafure compexi fates for every difficulty 
and.uneafxnefs that qan accompany thtf 
execution of it. Melancholy, therefore^ 
qs is the talk of commiferattng the fuf- 
ferings of others, there is always fome- 
thing that will make us ample ariien*fe 

/. -. . for 
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for k; a ray or" lig&t' attteys breaks tfifa' SEP* 
*he gtoomy fcehe* ttf giM tfnd ehlfghten 
it. flfc^ri *r* tbiy wth thai murn ; /&r 
#*/, fays our Saviour, Jhtill fa cotnfirted : 
they wilt --be pitied wfeen h* afflifiion bf 
th&fe whom they have pitied* atrtJ com* 
fbrted! by thofe whoflrt they have eom* 
forted. Whilft thtti is any feefcng in 
the breafts of m-ariktod, thei* fofrows 
inuft be felt ; vfrhrlft thefe is any grati- 
tode hi mafafcind, their fenfifbilfry rnuft 
be reto-med, their compa-ffioni andhtrma* 
nity imrfl be rewarded. 

Joy,- mirth, and pfeaitae, are frequent ry 
in tJhe power of man to beflfow, bur coin - 
fort h the peculiar gift of God j d gift 
of fo ^jcaltes* and divine a nature*, that 
the fifll andproper dif^ehfatioft of it feems 
to be referved for himferf -, to be a§ it vverg 
art emanation- front the Supreme Being, 
the diftinguifhtnjr, attribute of the fhirdf 
O a perfon 
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serm. pcrfon in the facred Trinity. The Holy 
Ghoft, we may here obferve, is emphat- 
ically ftiled the Comforter : If I go away i 
fays our Saviour, I will fend the Comforter 
unto you 1 this was the only recompenfe 
that could be made to his weeping difci* 
pies, for the abfence of their bleffed L*rd 
and Redeemer. Comfort indeed, though 
it hath not the glaring and attractive 
charms of deluding pleafure, hath more 
folid and lafting advantages to recom- 
mend it, carrying with it a pleafing re- 
membrance of paft forrows, which al- 
ways enhances prefent felicity; it is a 
fenfation doubtlefs far more grateful to 
the foul than all the tranfports of joy, 
and the flafhes of idle merriment ; a more 
tranquil and heart-felt delight than it is 
in the power of wine, wit, or any fen- 
iual gratification to beftow. Add to this 
alfo, that no pictures are fo pleafing as 
thofe where the light and fhade are fo 

agreeably 
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agreeably contrafted as to fet off and re- serm. 
commend each other : and this is fhe true ig ^, 
and enviable ftate of the comforted man $ 
the more miferable he has been, the more 
happy, will he find himfelf j and the 
heavier the calamities were which he 
laboured under, the more excjuifite will 
be his fenfations when delivered from 
them. How beautiful is the chearful day, 
and the light of the fun, [to him who 
has long languifhed in a dark and dreary 
prifon ! - how refrefhing is the air, to 
him who hath been confined to a lick 
chamber ! Would we hear the praifes 
of health, we muft not afk it of him who 
hath enjoyed it for 4 long feries of time, 
but from him who is juft riferi from 
a iicknefs ; and if we would know the 
bleflings of profperity, he who is exalted 
ttf it from a ftate of penury and want, 
will deibribe it to lis infinitely better than 
the man who hath lived tin affluence 
from his cradle. 

O 3 Bleje4 % 



_?**#• Bfyftd, therefor** v* &$. tfitf ipww 9 
Jfgr. thy, Jkqll b& comforted* ' . 

la, aji'our ajn^ions and calami, Iflt 
us turn afidc our eyes fcgni the darjc and 
4fe$ry p;ofpe§ before i&i fa hm that 
inourneth look forward $o th.P glpriovi? 
propi^fe that is. annexed; tQ it, and. *e T 
l^q^er that lie fliajl be ppn&fqited; : H* 
u> no lqnger then gaze w^a an f ye of 
envy and difcontent on the avenge a&4 
jy ofperity of the xijd> and, great, wlj^ 
Have their portion of ftfteity if) t&f 
world; let V s aot t>e dazzled by their 
fipjendar, or deceived by the niere exter T 
nal appearance of happinef*, but rather 
1st us cpnfider thpfe who feldorn or never 
tafte of mifery, as bereaved of true and 
folid pleafure, whilft thofe whom GocJ 
ha4 yifited wijtlj fprro\y and afBjclion> 
are entitled to futyre cpmfoirt, and tp 
eternal happinefs. /, *vai 7, {aith the. 
Lord, <w» fo that comfortetb you $ w&o </r/ 

thou, 
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1 

thou', therefore, that tboujhouldjl be afraid SERM. 
of a man who jhall die, andoftbefon of man , 
who Jhall be made as grafs ? Whilft we 
have fuch a comforter, furely, my bre- 
thren, we need not fear what man, or 
the enemy of man, can do unto us. 

To conclude, therefore, in the com- 
fortable words of the prophet Ifaiah * 
The Lord bath anointed bis cbofen to bring 
gQod tidings to the meek, to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captive 5 to appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zi/n, to give unto them beauty for ajhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praife for the fpirit of beavinefs, that the 
Lord may be glorified.— —^The redeemed of 
the Lord therefore Jhall return, and come 
witbfinging unto Zion, and ever lofting joy 
Jhall be upon their bead 1 they Jhall obtain 
gladnefs and joy, and for row and mourning 
(halljlee fifvay, 
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SERMON XI. 

ROMAfl? XII, 15. 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice ', find weep 
with them that weep. 

THAT mankind were formed for serm, 
fepiety, that we were born to ferve Jf* 
and love oqe another, doth fufficiently 
appear bolk from the frame and Structure 
of our bodies, and aJU. the internal qualu 
tif? and pa/Cons of our minds. Man was 
purpofely made too ignorant to know, 
and too indigent to fupply, his own, ne* 
ceffities, that he might be forced, in fpito 

r of himfelf, to aflc the aid and afEftanco 

I of hi? fellow-creatures, 



i 



# To keep up and maintain that harmony 

and good-will amongft men fo instrumen- 
tal 
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S1 *RM. ta i to t h e i r happincfs, God hath gracioufly 
implanted in every breaft the great and 
univerfal principle of Benevolence ; fill- 
ed our hearts with focial afFedtions, with 
that difFufive fpirit of humanity, and that 
fympathetic tendernef* which inclines us 
to partake of all the joys aqd forrows, 
the good and evil which is difpenfed to 
our fellow-creatures. There have in- 
deed been men (and perhaps now ace) 
who have fo ftifled the cries of nature, 
fo extirpated the principle of benevo- 
lence from their minds, as to deny the 
reality and exiftence of it. Thefe men 
will aflert that friendfhip is nothing btft 
felf-intereft, that pity is weaknefs, and 
compaffion folly. No man, fay they, 
rejoices in another's good fortune, but 
from the hopes of rivaling or fup- 
pl anting him ; no man weeps for the 
■affli&ions of his neighbour, but from a 
fecret dread of falling himfelf into the 

fame 
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fame calamity* But thefe are poor and smg*« 
(hallow arguments, which, every hour's 
experience is fufficient to confute; the 
minds of thefe minute philofophers are 
corrupted and depraved ; they look into 
the hearts of others, and there find* or 
pretend to find, that infenfibility which 
they feel in their own. Without parti- 
cipation there is no enjoyment, and with 
it there are very few evils but are fup- 
portable. A fmall (hare of the good 
things of life, with the advantages of 
fociety, are far more worthy of our ac- 
ceptance, than all the treafures, than all 
the kingdoms of the earth without it* 
And accordingly the holy apoftle's ad- 
vice, in the words of my text, compre- 
hends two feparate and diftinft duties ; 
very different indeed in their nature, but 
both of them equally neceffary to the 
well-being of fociety, and of confe- 
quehce equally binding upon every indi- 
vidual 
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SfiftM. vidua! tfieuiber of it : Rejoice, %S he* 
xu with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep j that is, Da not imagine 
yourfelves born for yourfcfvetf alone, bat 
as members of the great community * let 
therefore both the joys and the afflic- 
tions of others be the inftruments of your 
happinefs, and the trials of your virtues j 
Jet the fuccefs of youf feilow-creatufes 
dilate and expand your hearts with be-* 
nevolent chearfulnefs j and when thej 
are depreffed by misfortunes, let youf 
humanity fympathife with their diftrefs, 
aid your participation relieve their for* 
rows. If they are happy, your fenfrbility 
will make them more fo : if they are 
wretchfed, it will render them lefe irirfe-* 
rable. It fliall therefore be the bufinefe 
of this difcourfe briefly to consider the 
nature, ufe, and rteceffity of both thefc 
duties^ and endeavour to recommend and 
enforce the pra&ice of them* 

With 
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Witfc regard to the firff of thefe, one sunk 
would think there was no neceffity of f XL 
any arguments to recommend^ or any 
authority to enforce it 5 a- command td 
love ourfelves, to be eafy' and happy; 
feems indeed 1 fuperfluous*; and yet as 
eafy as the injunction is, we (hall not 
fcnd it always, complied with. Rejoicing 
with thofe that rejoice*, though it be fo 
pkafant, fo profitable, fo amiable, isra 
duty notwithftanding which fome men 
never perform. 

The proud man never performs it; 
becaufe he thinks he has a right to all 
the applaufe that can be beftowed, and 
all the good- fortune that can polBbly 
happen; he will not take apart, be* 
caufe he imagines himfelf intitied to 
the whole $ he weeps therefore when he 
ought to rejoice, and -complains when he 
ought to be thankful. 

The 
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agRM. The enviou? man never performs this 
J^j duty, Becaufe he confiders his neigh- 
bours happinefs, as his misfortunes and 
every addition to another's pleafure, as 
a diminution of his own. With JUm* 
therefore, to have merit, is to reproach 
him for the want of it j to have hQnour 
and reputation, is to infult hifn^ he 
looks upon no affront fo unpardonable as 
to be happy; no crime fo great agaioft 
him, as to be fuccefsful. 

Thefelfifh man does not perform this 
duty, Becaufe he does not think it one ; 
he is grown callous and infenfi.ble to 
every thing round him, and imagines 
that he is not in the leaftxoncerned in 
things foreign to his immediate intereft. 
Country, relations, friendship, the con- 
nexions of life, are things from which 
he is refolved to fit loofe ; joy is a kind 
of commodity -, he defires neither to Jen4 
♦ or borrow 5 and he had rather ftarve by 

himfelf. 
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himfelf, than be indebted to fociety for SERNfi 
its affiftancc. 

But let us turn the perfp6&ive, and 
take a view of the good and benevolent 
man, who multiplies the gifts of Provi* 
dence, and increafes his pleafures by par- 
ticipation; who rejoiceth with all thofi 
that do rgoicfc, with his relations, his 
friends, his country, and his kind. He 
is lefs fenfible of his own calamities, 
for the part he bears in others happinefs 5 
he can fcarcie feel the weight of poverty 
or diftrefs, whilft he has a worthy friend 
that profpers, a good and honeft neighs 
boiir that is fuccefsful j from the joy he 
receives in viewing ths happinefs of his 
fellow-creatures, he naturally endeavours 
to increafe them $ he laughs at the ma- 
lice of fortune, defpifcs the cenfure of the 
vulgar, and rifes fuperior to advirfity, 

Voj..J, P When 
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SEtfM. When the mind is harmonized to peace 
and tranquility, it naturally foftens intQ 
the mildnefs of companion, and opens 
to thq di&ates of humanity i the circle 
pf it? pleafureg is qjlarged and expanded 
by bepeficente ; it will no longer be con- 
fined within the narrow limif^ of felf*. 
love, but will exert its focial qualities, 
expatiate with freedom in the wide fiekj 
pf generqfif y, tak£ in the whole rang^ 
pf nature, and, Hkfc the perfumes of the 
Eaft, diffufe its fweetnefc over every 
thing that fails within the l^rge fompafs 
of its influence. This will double every 
pleafurc, and leflen every cf^amity : it 
hath indeed the fame effeft upon ths 
mind of man, as the light af the fur* ox\ 
the various parts of the world ; it throws 
a luftre on every objeft, gilds- the (ace of 
iiature, gives ^ glow to evtry colour, and 
brightens and beautifies the whole vifibl? 

creation. 

JLet 
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Let us tl>ea endcavolr tp cultivate in ssrm. 
Qurfeiyes an humane and cheajrf ijl difpo- f '• 
fition 5 it will double all our joys, and 
foften all our calamities ; it is this difpo- 
fition to be pleafe4 arid fatisfied with all, 
that is about us, that alone can render us * 
^n>iable companions, generous and bene T 
ficent neighbours, thankful and pioij$ 
Chriftians. 

. But the apoftle, in thp latter part of, 
my text, hajh fybjoined alfo another 
duty, wfyich, though of a very different 
nature, is, as I before obferved to you, a? 
tieceflary as the firft, and confequently as 
incumbent on every one of us, and that 
is, to weep with tfcm tfyat weep. 

: And as this i» a duty incumbent upon. 

all men, it is therefore a duty which alj 

* men may very eafily perform* lt <*oth 

jiot fe*juire any fuperior talents or *ac- 

P 2 cpmplifliT 
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seum. 'complifliments, m& ekttaonfihary advaiw 
tages of fortune, fame, or power. Com- 
paffioft is not confined or cijrumfcribed f : 
but, like thofe misfortunes it Was meant 
t6' alleviate, fpreads' itfejf ' through all 
ranks and degrees of men. To remove 
the poverty of the indigent, is the happy 
lot o£ the rich j to fuccoiir the oppreffed, 
is the glorious privilege of the great; 
The phyfician may affift nature, to throw 
off thediforders of the body; the phi- 
lofopher may fe&ify the errors of the 
mind j thefe' are offices adapted to cir- 
cumftance, ftation, or profeffion $ but thd 
duty inculcated in the text, is the uni^ 
verfal remedy to be adm jniftered by every 
hand, the grand fpecific agaihft all thfc 
evils of life ; and were it applied as con*- 
ftantjy and as, univerfally as it ought to 
be, human nature would be relieved -of 
half Jier burthen, and the rugged pathi 
which Cq obftruft our journey through 

this 
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tins World would become* fmooth and serm. 
paffable. XL 



It is an old, but a very juft obferva- 
tion, that all our happinefs and mifery 
arifes in a great pieafure from corppa- 
rifon. - , 

In penury therefore, in forfow* in fick- 
nefs, and in age, the oppofite, the more 
defirable fituation of othfers, makes us 
more fenfible of our own misfortune, 
and reproaches U6, as it were, with our 
infirmities. The kind and companionate 
friendj therefore, who generoufly attends 
and fympathifes with us, who feels for 
and partake* of our fuffefmgs, baniihes 
thisuneafyfenfatibn, brings himfelf down 
upon the level with us, and by that 
me^ns puts a ftopto all tbofe grating 
and cruel refle&ions* which are the na- 
tural attendants ; 6ft^bitterne6 ; and mif- 
fortune. 

P3 In 
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sfrm. In thofe hours, and under thofe cir* 
' j cumftances, where folitude is leaft ac- 
ceptable, we are generally mod confined 
to it, 

When a ittan is in pain, want, of ad* 
verfity, his own thoughts are the worft 
companions in the world, and yet they 
are perhaps the only ones with which he 
has it in his power to aflbciate. 

This then is the time for friendihip, 
true, difinterefted friendfhip, to appear 
hi its utmoft perfection: through the 
darknefs of affii&ion that jewel fhtnes in 
its greateft luftrc : when the vain have 
left us* and the proud forfaken us, when 
the fpirit itfelf is wounded, the friend 
fteps in to heal it* divides the forrow, 
and lays claim to a partnerfliip ii\our 
affiiftion. This is Humanity, this is 
Virtue, this is Religion. If you kindly 

condefcend 
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cohdefcend .to footh his griefs, they Will SERto. 
leffen by degteea : as the channel is di- , 
vided, the ftream of forrow diminifhesj 
and the burthen groves lighter by parti- 
cipation j he returns infenfibly to corti- 
fort 5 and when once he has proved your 
friendfhip; will fooh admit of your con* 
folation; 

But that the two gfeat and important 
dpties inculcated in the text may want 
tio motive or inducement to the conftant, 
fteady, and uniform pra&icc of them, 
let us remember, that we are not only 
exhorted to them by the faithful apoftle 
and difcipie of Ghrift, but by Chrift 
himfelf \ that thefe are duties which our 
bleffed Saviour did himfelf perform ; that 
by our compliance therefore with this 
neceflary injun&ion* we ftiall not only 
obey his faiutary precepts, but likewife 
follow his divine example. 

P 4 Our 
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serm. Our bleffed Saviour came to bring 
peace upon fartb, and good-will towards 
men ; that peace and good-will he perpe- 
tually endeavoured to increafe, and went 
about doing good* 

The firft miracle he performed was at 
a feaft of joy, where he rejoiced with them 
that did rejoice, and not only partook of 
their mirth and happinefs, but exerted 
alfo his divine power to promote them; 

And as he rejoiced with them that re- 
joked* fo alfo he wept with them that 
wept* he thought it not beneath his 
dignity to mourn and lament for the af- 
flictions of thofe he loved. In that moft 
affe&ing fcene, defcribed by St. John, of 
railing Lazarus from the dead, we fee 
friq> exerting the virtue of humanity ia 
the higheft degree towards objects moft 
deferving of it. 

When 
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When Mary was came where Jefii* 8 **M* 
Was, and few him, flie fell down at his 
feet, laying, Lord, iftbdu badjk. km ben, 
my Amber bad not dud. 

And when he faw her weeping, and the 
Jews alfo weeping which came with her, 
he groaned in the fpirit, and was troubled ; 
and he faid, Wbert have ye laid him? thay 
fay unto him, C$me and fie \ and Jejks 
nvept.—Htre weJiave the great model of 
perfection, the example of Jefus Chrift 
the righteous prompting us to this duty. 

To conclude i 
One virtue doth naturally beget ano- 
ther. Benevolence is always fbeceeded 
by beneficence ; he who rejoices in ano- 
ther's profperity, wilt make it his bull- 
nefs to promote it> bec^ufe, whiltr he 
increafes his neighbour's happinefs, it is 
an addition to his own * and when the 

heart 
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*xf M * k e * rt * s °P cn to *^ e wants afl( * diftrdfisl 
of the indigent and opprefied, the hand 
.will be ready to relieve them. Let us 
then comply with the injunction of the 
holy apoftle. Let not the force of pre- 
judice or faftiion warp us from our^taty^ 
nor an inordinate deiire of worldly pof- 
feffions exttnguifh in Us the fentiments of 
love and huthanity. Let us then rejoice 
with them that d* rejoice^ and weep with 
them that weep. If fortune ftnileth on 
our neighbour, if profperity fliould cfown 
his wifhcs, let us not repine at his fuq- 
cefs, or envy his happinefs, but let us 
chearfully fit down with him and par- 
take of the banquet. If, on the other 
hand, th# rod of adversity fhall chafiife, 
and the fword of affliction fall upon hitrii 
let us kindly endeavour to footh his lor* 
rows, and by partaking, mitigate his 
diftrefs. 

Nature 
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Nature points out to us thefe great sfcRM. 
important duties, Religion commands us 
to perform them, God the Father enjoined 
them, and God the Son himfelf pra&ifed 
them. If then we expect to live eafy 
andiiappy ourfelves, let us encourage the 
focial affettions, let us rejoice in the 
tappinefs of others, remembering it will 
infallibly promote and increafe our own. 
If we expeft to be comforted in our af- 
flictions, let us vifit the affli&ed, and 
iveep with them that weep, remembering 
that whatever endears us to our fellow- 
creatures, will make us alfo amiable in 
the eyes of our Creator : as it fhould be 
our pleafure, it is our intereft alfo : God 
will give us more ehjoyment of life for 
it here* and reward us for it with eternal 
happinefs hereafter. 
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\A faithful friend is the medicine of life ; and 
, flfcfjr that feek the l*ofd Jhall find him. 

AMONGST all thofc pleafyres ser*|. 
which have the fan&ion of reafon .*!!; 
to warrant, and the feah of innocence to 
guard and protect them/ there is not per- 
haps one, vyhofe fenfations are fo exqui* 
fite, and whofe joys are fi> refined as that 
of virtuous friendship.: there is not, in 
all earthly gratifications, onefo becoming 
the dignity, fo fuitahle to the frame and 
difpofition, fo produ&ive of the happi- 
nefs of our natures. With the moft 
elegant propriety, therefore, doth the 

wile 
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SERM. wife man ftile it the medicine of life: a 
XIL fafe, a fweet and pleiflng remedy : dot 
like thofe medicines which the art of 
man hath discovered to preferve and re- 
ftore our bodies, which, how falutary 
and efficacious foever they may he, are 
almoft always naufeous and yjipalatable* 

The pleafure? of human life, or thofe 
enjoyments tvhfch conftitute $m\ideaf of 
hippincfs, may, I think, te divided into 
the rational and the fcnfual ; to, convince 
mankind that the joys of the formft; ar^ 
(contrary to the prevailing Opinion) not 
Only equal tQ, but even far. fiapeyior to 
the latter, is a ta(k worthy the beft heads 
to plan, and the beft beasts to execute 5, 
*nd it has indeed been the fuccefslef* 
endeavour of the wife and good in all 
ages. To enhance the charms of virtue, 
and ignite our happinefs. with our duty, 
would perhaps be of greater fervice to 

religion 
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reliffton, and entitle us to a larger (hare sfcRM* 

XII 

of the divine favour, than any other aft 
of piety whatfoever. I cannot but be of 
opinion that amongft the many duties of 
a minifter of the gofpel, there is one 
which, though too often negle&ed, is 
equally ufeful andlneceflary as any of the 
reft : and that is, to have a watchful eye 
over the reigning manners of the times 
we live in ; to mark and to encourage the 
rife of growing virtues, and to check the 
progrefs of advancing vice ; to fpeak with 
becoming freedom and decency againft 
popular prejudices and prevailing follies ; 
to point out the want or decay of every 
truly chriftian and moral perfe<5tion $ and 
to propofe every probable means of mak- 
ing men more humane, benevolent and 
affe&ionate to each other, and more de- 
Voted to the fervice of their great Creator* 
With this view, and in this light, I fhall 
beg leave to confider that partial and par- 
Vol. I. Q^ ticular 
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SERiJt ticularconne&ion between man and man, 
xlL which we term friwdfiiip, fo generally 
commended andfo little pra&tfed amongft 
us, and which I Would gladly enforce as 
a duty i a duty incumbent on cvfery man* 
as the law of nature, of God, and of oUf 
Saviour, who did himfelf not only re* 
commend and enforce it, bitt aUb fre- 
quently perform it. 

Afaithfulfrknd&ys the fon. of Strach* 
is the medicine of life \ and they that fear 
the Lofdjhallftid him. A great and glo* 
rious treafure no doubt the wife man 
thought it, when he confidered it as<a 
bleffing which nothing but a life, lpent 
in the fcrvice of Qod, could entitle any 
man to the participation of;, they that 
fear the Lord, they only who obey his 
'commands, ajjd walk in his ways, fhali 
find him. They feall meet with this 
Tweet reward of all their toil j and when 

they 



ItoCydo meek with it, they will n^vet* re- serm. 
jiwir.of their labtfuc in the feirchdfk, m 

fthei* e*ritiot be a ftteiiger proof of 
the real and intrlnfic value of .any thing* 
than the pains which art taken to coun- 
terfeit it. The more .excellent the ori* 
ginalis, the greater will be the number 
of poor add imp*rfeit copies* to this, 
doubtlefs, are owing the many faint re* 
ftmbiahCes and falfe appearances of this 
great and noble virtue. Fraud, the* 
better to carry on its defigns, aflumcs 
her form and garb j hypocrify raimicks, 
her geftufe ; malice and hatred put on a 
mafk to reprefent herj good-breedingj 
which is in reality nothing but a kind 
of artificial good-nature, and complai* 
fitnce, which is ingenious flattery, both 
endeavour to impofe upon mankind by 
dpitig the manners of ft iendmipj and very 
*ften do thty fuccefed in deluding an in- 
Qjs cautious 
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serm. cautious and credjilous world*. But, (air 
* , it hasjbeen truly ofeferved by a very good 
judge of human nature) the pearer any 
thing app^aches to what is good, that 
is not really Iq, the more dbeftty does 
it become its oppofite. 

When we ferioufly refledl on ail, the 
evils of life, all thofe calamities and di- 
ftreffes, which even the happieft amongft 
qs muft fometimes fuffer, and .which the 
poor and defpifed do conftantly endure > 
how neceflary doth friendfhip feem to 
th« very prefervation of our being I— 
" Sorrow," fays the great Bacon, " lofes 
" itfelf in % many channels $ and joy, 
c< like a ray of the fun, reflects with 
f< more ardor and quicknefs when it re- 
" bounds upon us from the breafl: of a . 
c< friend." There is indeed in. every 
man a biafs towards friendfhip implanted, 
.by nature s in all our pleafures, and. io> 

all 
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all our a8ti&ions,Wfe are ever feeking ^JJjk 
for a~parfaer$eveh thofe who pretend 
to fhan;. or hate mankinds aye ftiW itt 
fearch.of a friend: how nfuclv foever 
from grief and difappointment they may 
h*Ve : doritia&efr ah' abhorrehce 'of ( - the 
4pectes» in genefalv they are ofteh 1 v£ty 
intimately coftriidfed with, 1 and clefely 
attached to fome J favourite individual.— 
'" Takfe away friendship; 3 ' fays the Ro- 
man philofopher, " and you fake away 
? all the joy, all the fatisfaaibn of life/ 1 
•And indeed, in fpiteof reafon, of reflec- 
tion , nay of religion itfelf, when the 
tender ties of amity are broken and dif- 
folved, when we have no friend left to com- 
•fort and fupport us; when we once begin 
to loolc upon ourfelves 'as helplefe indi- 
viduals; without a partner in our joys or 
forrows^the world [butt becori^atKeer- 
"lefs defirl; * ^Wheh all the filter arid more 
vaftraftletire is drawn offhand only tfie 
Q^j drofs 
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SHRM. dro& ?*inains, it may then (it m»ft in» 
deed) be our duty <o/#^ being, but 
it wn, w longer ; l>c ou^bappi&efc & 

l&wy it, :..::.*. 

! jOb tfys other h?np\ there U in. virtu- 
al* friendflyp, that fjjnipa>hy of joy and 
•{Pief,. w%h dpth (a? i; were) multiply 
our exigence, (hakes, off tfre ibjitude of 
' our n^tufe, and giyes us tp enjoy a double 
Tm&:A ^ is thje. which ftften* and fcu,. 
roaflige* the foul, Are?jthena thfi jftdg* 
mcnt refines th? imagination, agd <jre*Jtes 
*# habitual benwolenw tp ouf ifeltowr 
JFreaJurefr • . . . -,.:... _ ; : 
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t Jjfe who is inferable of friendfl}ip, 

W>pif§ptw all hi»$eajfures in th$ grA- 

.$ifcjttTOfl,of felfj.lp.ve, can pe regarded 

.fcu.t- w&J&pK Pft.pjflF froin t^e bo^j^ qf 

either, ftad* «pr f ffuiti & onfy to be 
. * * . . . hewed 
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fcewed .dawn, and oft. into the fire :• sbri*> 
whereas, he who is. a good and fincere , 
friend, wilknever be a bad man; cannot 
he a bad: Chriftian. The unfeeling.ca.l-, 
Ions fceart,~that is incapable of private 
truft pr confidence, little merits public, 
cfteenj or veneration : the lover of him-, 
felf can never be the lover of his country, 
or his kind; becaufe it is abfurd to ftp- 
pofe,-that fee. who has not the difpofition 
t© care for one man, fhould have, the, 
inclin^tpa tP promote the bappinefs q£ 
jhou^nd^. ..;...; 

The virtues, then, tequifite to the for- 
mation of a true friend,' will enable, a 
^nan to -perform all the -duties of life.' 
And',' as only thofc who feek the Lord" 
ca& th^mTely^s be friend's j fo neither can 
any by t. .they merit or acquire them":' 
Jr>ndflv|> is a bleljhg which only bis 
jferyants can deferve, and fte only can 
0^4 * beftowy 
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serm. beftow. Whofo ftaretb the Lord, fays the 
wife man, be Jhall direR bis friend/kip 
artghU- Every bleffing of life, and this 
more peculiarly; is given to usr by God. 
He who formed the paflions of the 
foul,' muft direft and influence them; 
and he alone, who made hearts; can unite 
them. 

— V * . . "• 

r . * 

It was hp, and he only, who knit the 
bonds of that facred tie, that noble 
fnendfhip recorded in holy writ, between 
two of his moft faithful fervants. David 
feared the Lord, and therefore did he 
fin^ his beloved Jonathan: and never 
clid : man perhaps fo well deferve,* or fo 
truly enjoy, this invaluable bleffing. If 
ye confider tjie diftrefsful ciricumftances 
of this illuftrioiis unfortunate,, perfecuted 
9$ he was by tyranny and bppreffion, and 
ijhe kind relief fo often adminiftered to 
hjfN by the partner pf his foul, we muft 

fay, 
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fey, thatfriend&ip was to* him the me- serm. 
dicine of life. Saul's inveteracy w« a ^Jw 
poifoa which only this precious anti- 
dote could ever have removed; Though 
David was the enemy of his father, the? 
he had been by prophecies declared the 
fucceffor, and thus flood between him 
and the throne; yet we fee the fon^ 
duty, the fubje&'fr obedience, and even 
the r6yal Tiero's ambition, yielded to the 
irrefiftibk chirms of friendship and at- . 
fe&ion, Jonathan fofgot the rival in .the 
friend, and generoufly ftruggled to pro- 
tndte David's intfereft, even in opposition 
to' his own, The holy pfalmift well 
knew the <value of I fitch a treafiire, he 
would not change fuch a friend for any 
good, nor fo faithful a brother for the 
gold of Ophhv Hearts fo united, no- 
thing but death could feparate. How 
much while living he efteemed hint,- how 

mucfe 
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sexia ranch wtaft; dwd fa r*gr<tfi$d bm> bin 
' own tlotqttCttRfi ^lon$ cw dsifcribc, 

• ' • ■ ' ' I '• • • • • • • • 

'krotb$r Jmtbm i>veiy fflgfyfal h<$ tfal 
iem\ to mt> tf$-kv<- -to-mt w# vK>wk*ful± 
fifing ..the: km. of. t mmf9 / T^P whafc 
itawttftd and' pet^tic elegy, ,as,wp fad 
in in hoty .wiluJi'ipe¥h^&i8|or£;fapa^ 
*f. toffariag >yftrt^ icsitiB^Ht?; <j^. t t&« 
refined paflkm, s :th%n a8$:#ui®iJK|iH& 
anciertt oi jaodctti ?lpqiu^M T c^», pror 
«tace.: ; H4w:feJd©&.d© &ch$«rs ■ spqft 
•in t&dp em days \ Jmtfsw of ($ haw 
4h* virtue to merit fqph ^od^ ao4 
■therefore i\ is. thatfo few j&f -;H8 wjfljf 
^hem. i ..• .. ' j .-, ., ;.-.. 

1 :Hfi mttft bpvf ; lived but *. vejfy, fl$# 
-fcstt, or. H*v$ paffisd itwitfti vejfy littl^ 
$S&#WH, wha&as not obtoefl that the 
|>r«feit age is diftinjuifhed by a remark- 

able 
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rfhk flwjy o$ private frwndflwp : we do sjftfeG 
lu^m?etwitI]tkorei^blc;iaftiaB6sQf}iiu^ JJJIj 
tual confidence, and difinterefted attach* 
ment, which chara£terifed former, times. 
Both :,in our ' .virtues and ; criir vices we 
differ from thdfeiwho. went before ijfR 
3WJe ftrejpeiihaps more fober,:atid «Wft§ 
caujiwis, certainly morecbantable^ but I 
feHsv? wb ;aree hat fa Jibnefrv 4b iritert^Jy] 
f© open, ^ndufweere A& dUr fencetter?? 
(What we gain on cine ficfot w^lofe on'tift 
*l$wf4 it will become Us, therefore^ to 
-loqk intb. the: account, : and fee' whither 
&» the qrud we are bettered by the ex- 
-abangje 9 "if nwe give itp the pdeafures of 
-private frleadflup, for nothing but pub- 
ib pstradejmd lamafemenit-; if we barter 
4$a Jionaur ajul integrity for politeneft 
and ^ood-breeding, and e&hangg the 
heart-felt happinefs of domeftic endear* 
jnents, for the external; caibal enjoy- 
rftffnrt of faftionabk follies, we flistfl 
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sTRtor baveiittlcreafon to d«<^ife^ur prcaeceft 
m fors, or boaftour fancied fupcriority dtafc 
them. . .;. *''..<•-'- .♦! 

,,,.: i-i '.':♦ :. * : . •' : . fc - .-...! 
o /Amongftanniiinertfble evilcohfequehces 
?rifing from that frivolous manna: of 
ipeiidiftg time, i which we have of late 
yeart jiriftnfiJbly contrafted, it is not per* 
Imp* the k^ft, that it is the. gueateft 
cofmy to thit virtuous frieiidfhip we are 
notir confident^ ; The: variety,: .anchib 
frequent repetition of £ubJk meptin&s, 
muft.haturally b^.deftruflijfe of all'prit- 
vate connections : ih large ankfrpopulottfi 
Werablies there is always a mutual corfir- 
merce of deception aiiddiffiomlat ion car- 
ried dn, which- hi fcniibly cortiipte; thfc 
mind, and tcacherthe tdngne a language 
foreign to the heart,- : ? . 

. Hence it arifes ? . that what we generally 
term friendftiipr, . au$ but. jthe..J>a»d$ . of 
.*; ■ * ""'*'* ' foUy'j 
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folly i kirit/togethet by ttie deader tied sew*. 
of intercft r or the filfcen ccwds of plea- 4 Xff * 
fiirc, which are olfify broken and difu- 
nited. WhiUt on the other hand, the 
few, the xecyjfew, which are bound by 
the golden chftitt af virtue* and imprefled 
with^the feal of truth, ^e firm, conftant, 
andindiffolubje* r 

We cannot therefore be too careful 
(and efpecially in the early part of our 
lives) with regard to this important ar- 
ticle, as the whole bent of our future 
conduit may in a great meafure depend 
upon it: according to the connections 
we form, and the friendfliips we contraft 
in our youth, will be found, for the moft 
part, the .whole tenor of our lives. 

* But to crown the glory of frieqdfhip* 
to fet this grand fpecific againft every hi** 
man evil in its true and higheft light * 

'-. \ ♦ let 
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Riff, let us add* that it is to it wtee an Mt~ 
^^ tribute of the Deity, An emanation of the 
divide Jteing. . God'a fricndfliip toward* 
man is vrfible. throughout hiswrhdlc divine 
diTpeniation> " in our creirioni ©*rpte- 
'« fervqtion, and all the MeftlngR of thto 
" life j" his tmdwtind providential cafe of 
us in our earlier years, his conftaht bene'* 
volence, indulgence and forgivenefs j that 
kind intefcourfe and communication car- 
ried on by his divide grace ; but above 
allj that fignal inftance of bis friendship 
to mankind, fo eminently fheWn by 
fending down his beloved Son $ that Son, 
who became mdn only that he might b« 
% friend \ that he might intercede for 
m with his almighty Father j might 
bear our burthens, and fuffer for our ini- 
quities i and as he was a real friend to us, 
fre fefcpe&s us to be fuch to him : / tall 
yui nptfervaats$ fays he, for the fervufit 
knvipeth not what his Lord My bit I 
:.'. '. have 
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bm# called you friends ; for wit things that «JM» 
i haw beard «jf w*u Father, ha-et I m6<k 
ininan unto jo*. But alio ! tike many 
other true and fincere friends, he met 
With Ian ungrateful xefcurn for -all iris 
Jrindnefe j a fad regard for all hi&iince- 
crty : his; friends but 21 repaid his good* 
neft, .and bat poorly recompenfed his 
generofirju thofc difciples whom, he io 
ioved and trailed, meanly betrayed, and 
■feithlefely deferted him: in the hour of 
adverfity andforrow» and at tike approach 
t)f his fiftsd-diffolution, evea rhofe who 
had not long before left all to follow 
Mai, ad la(lr, : we are told, forgot their 
friend and benefa&or, and ihftead of 
comforting or affifting, forfook him and 
iled : inliead of the medicine of life, he 
met the cup of death j that cup which he 
fo earWeftly prayed might be removed 
from him, and which perhaps the rich 
cordial of friendship might have rendered 
lefs bitter and lefs difguftful to Kim.- 

Some 
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serm. ~ Some have entertained an abfurd and 
* ridiculous notion, that private friendfhip 
is deftrudtfve of public benevolence t the 
falfity of which is fufficiently evinced in 
the chara&er and condu& of our bleffcd 
Saviour himfelf while upon earth : who, 
though his own life was, in regard to 
the public, one continued aft of love 
and friendfhip, was, notwithftanding, 
more nearly conneded with, and more 
intimately attached to one favourite in- 
dividual. St. John i» defcribed to us in 
the New. Teftament, as that difciple 
whom above all Jefus loved ; on whole 
bofom he leaned, and in whofe breaft he 
repofed truft and "confidence. Paul was 
his convert, Matthew, was his follower* 
Peter was his difciple * but John alone 
was his particular friend. Amongft many 
other inftances of the mutual tendernefs 
and affedion between them, let us call 
to mind that melancholy fcene where, 5 
with the utmoft filial piety, we find our 

gracious 



1 
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gracious JRtdeemer recommending his S |* W4 
mother to the caro and protection of his 
friend. When Jefus faw bis mot ben, t and 
the Sfciple fianding by whom be loved, be 
fai d tint bis mother, Woman, behold thy fon ! 
Then 'faith he to the difciple, Behold thy. 
mother! . Here we fee all the beauty and 
ufefulnefs of true affe&ion * all the con-* 
fidence of facred and inviolable friend- 
(hip ? the new relation is immediately 
formed, and the effp^S/ immediately vifi- 
ble 5 for the difciple, we are told, : tcfpk 
her from that hour to his own home. 

Shalirwe^then defpife apaffionrtftttoded 
with fuch peculiar plaafores; and fuch 
noble \ benefits ? Shall we cotitttnn a 
virtue which J our Saviour pra&i&d, or 
negleft a duty which he performed? 
Shall we not endeavour to follow fa 
bright an example ? Shall we not ftudy 
to be : friends ? friends to ourfelyes, to 

Vol. I R our 
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serm. our relations, to our neighbours ? and 
XIL above all, (hall we not be friends to him 
who hath thus loved as ? If thy brother > 
fays God himfelf in the book of Deutero- 
nomy, the fin of thy mother , or thy fin or 
thy daughter* or the "wife of thy bofom> or 
thy friend y which is as thy own fout> entice 
thee to ferve other goHs, thou Jhalt not con- 
fent unto binti Here we fee the friend is 
placed above all the ties of kindred and 
relation j he indeed who performs this 
office with zeal, truth and integrity, is 
far above them all. 

Let the hopes therefore of meeting 
with this great reward, animate us in 
all our toils and labours through the 
weaxifome pilgrimage of this life; and 
encourage ©s in the practice of thofc vir- 
tues that may render us deferving of it > 
let us rife from the love of man to the 
love of God * and let us fo cultivate 

v human 
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A**.w,iW*y!f>f J***nytofc. .-: ..;. ** 

3 •:.:.-. ::,;:.' •» .'.-.,■ -• . ;-,< 
£«*> after a& is ,&* *W»K*efc &fl 

never meet with this in«#*mjiblf jbfcflaig 
here on earth j but if we do hot find it 
below, we rauft look for it above : thofe 
that feek the Lord, will never want a 
good and faithful friend* 

Take then, man I this friend into 
thy heart} ferve* revere, love and cheriflt 
him j ferve him with all thy powers, re- 
vere and love with all thy faculties this 
friend •, and this friend fhall own thee in 
thy loweft condition, fpeak comfort to 
thee in all thy forrows, counfel thee in all 
thy doubts, fupply all thy wants, and* 
in a word, will never leave thee or for* 
jfake thee ; but when all the promifes of a 
R a. deceitful 



ZJ 



244 On Friendfhif 

serm. deceitful world tiave failed, will take 
xn 

thee to his bofom, love, • cherifh, and 

fupport thee) and, as the Pfalmift ex- 

prefles it, will guide thee with bit counfel 

here, and afterwards receive thee info glory. 

Which may God of his infinite mercy 

grant to us all. 
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SERMON XIII. 



i These. V. 16. 

Rejoice evermore. 



THIS (hart precept of the holy serm. 
apoftle is of Jo fweet and amiable * 
a nature, that one would almoft be in- 
duced to think there was no neceffity of 
any arguments to recommend, or any 
authority to enforce it : a command to 
love ourfclves, to be eafy and happy, 
to promote our own comfort and (ati£ 
Action, teems indeed fuperfluous; and 
yet experience will convince us, that this 
eafy injunction is feldora obeyed. St, 
Paul moft certainly old not mean by the 
words of oy text, that we Jhoitid rejoice 
- R 4 at 
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sfiRM. at all times and in all places, at the eg~ 
pence of our innocence and virtue ; that 
we fhould rejoice with the profligate 
and the epicure : he did not mean that 
we fhould be always in a fafhionable 
round of wprldly pleafures, A in idle fcenes 
of noify and outrageous mirth, in cham- 
bering and wantonnefs, in riot and: de- 
bauchery; in fuch laughter, (or at leaft 
foon after it) the heart is forrowful, and 
the end of fuch mirth is tieavinefs : this 
is that kind of falfe joy, which in the 
language of Solomon, like the crackling 
of thorns, burns for a little time with 
great fury, but very foon dieth away, and 
is no more. We cannot rejoice ever- 
more, in things of fo vain and tranfitory 
a nature, which are of no value, nor of 
no continuan&e. * . . 

- But this-we-all may, this we ought to 
4o t ancl this the apoftle meant to enjoin 
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'us: In whatever Jtate of Kfeive are, there* SERM* 
with to be content. To be grateful in our 
acknowledgments of thofe mercies which 
•are bellowed upon us, to enjoy and to 
praife God for them, to ihew a pleafure 
and fatisfaclion in ferving fo good and fo 
gracious a matter* to obey his commands 
with chearfulnefs and alacrity, to come 
before bis prefence with tbankfgiving, and 
.Jhew ourfehes glad in him. Nothing can 
doubtlefs be more prejudicial to religion, 
©r - more highly injurious to the great 
author of it, than to fuppofe it four and 
melancholy j that it (hould enjoin -for- 
vow, and- make felf-afHiftion the teft of 
our obedienct. Religion, on the con- 
trary, is the fource of all true joy, the 
foundation of ail happinefs, gracioufly 
imparted to mankind to footh his griefs, 
Soften his calamities, and adminifter com- 
fort and confolation to him in every 
^atfon .and, circqmjtance, and which only 
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«irm. cm indeed give him to rejoice tvermor* 
SL, both here and hereafter. 



1 (hall endeavour therefore, in the fob* 
fequent difcourfei to enforce this Ihort 
but amiable precept, by a few of thofe 
numberlefs arguments which may be pro* 
doced in fopport of it, both from reafon 
and revelation, and tolhew that it is the 
duty of every Chriftjan to rejoice ever- 
more $ a- doty which he owes to God, 
imd to his 8aviour, whofc y*kcist*fy t and 
ins lurthen Ugbu And it may perhaps at 
this time bo more particularly neceflary 
to vindicate the religion of Chriil from 
th« imputation of feVerity, in an age 
tyhen a let of *aen have fprang up 
amongft us, whofe gloomy aufterity and 
frantic wifhnfiiftn, have feddened and afc 
{li&ed the minds of the weak and fple- 
wetic, and endeavoured to eftablifli ftrangc 
find ridiculous not&ns without the leafc 

author 
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Authority from that {capture which they ser&T. 
lead, that faith they profefs, t>r that XUI * 
matter whom they pretend (b diligently 
to ftrve, and fo implicitly to obey. 

Whenever Cod hath pleafed to reveal 
kimfetf to mankind, hath he ever re- 
paired any thing at our hands but a rea- 
ibnable and chearfal fcrvice r Human 
jprdinaneds will ever have fome flaw in 
diem, fome partiality, or injuftice j but 
whan Cod as the law-giver, ail which he 
enjoins is tempered with that tendernef* 
and mercy which is over all his works, 
III confirmation, of which, we need but 
for a moment look back on the Jewiih 
and Chtiftian difpenfations, and compare 
them with the wild and incoherent no- 
lions of the Pagan world concerning 
refigion and morality. 

What a glorious pre-eminence did the 
Jfew* enjoy over the whol? race of raan^ 

Hind 
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■gu*. kind whilft- God was their' kttig knd 
governor ! Joy was enjoined thdw as a 
dutjr, and feftivity a part of their* reli- 
gion. Whilft the priefh' of Jfeal, thofc 
who made the idols, and were like unto 
them, were tearing their ftfcfh in h6ri6ur 
of their ltfclefs deities, the minifters of 
Jehovah were loft in holy raptures, and 
chanting hallelujahs: whilft the wor- 
fhippers'of Thammuz were lamenting 
the death of their fancied ^divinity, the 
daughters of Ifrael were far otherwiie 
employed with their pfalteries and tim- 
brels, the lute, .the harp, tod the well- 
tuned cymbal* repeating joyful hymn* 
tp the Father gf love and mercy ; th* 
bloody Moloch commands his votaries 
to faerifice their own beloved offspring, 
but the God of the Hebrews calls for old 
men and children, young men and mai-r 
dens, to join in the eafy tafk of praife, 
frnd fill op the choros-of tfcankfgmng,' 
- . . IwiU 
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I Willie m^ 9 and hotfacrifide, faith SERM. 
-the Lord; T6in&efi thou that I delight in , xut 
burnt offfriilgsT* Such were the glorious 
privileges which God's chofen people fo 
long enjoyed, ahd f fo' little d[eferved • for 
though^ they had of •all meii rtolt reafofc 
to rejoice evermore, yet were they ever- 
more complaining'* *and-eafy as the yoke 
was, yet did they continually groan be- 
neath tht? freight of it. But if we have 
riafon to cond€fraiv the ingratitude of the 
Jews to ^heir divine law-gtver, fo vifibiy 
ihewn in * their, unjuft murmur? againft 
him, what ihall We fay to thofeChrifc- 
tians who fo unwillingly enter into, and 
ib< negligently perform that fervice which 
i&. perfect freedom? Can we complain 
our maftctfs commands are grievous, or 
hi« laws unjuft ? Are not chearfulne(i 
and goodUnature, 4:cndernefs and genera- 
lity, perpetually inculcated in the pre- 
cepts of our blefled Lord -and Redeemer^ 
•-" Doth 
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iERM. Doth he ieem to rejoice in any thing 
more than in feeing us lore 904 fertile 
/each other ? Does he enjoin any duties 
that are irkfome and ©urtbenfome tp 
human nature? On the contrary, dp 
not all his commands carry with them 
the utmoft pleafvu* and fatisfaftioa in 
the performance of them ? 

With regard to our own private feu- 
ation. and circumftances in life, it may he 
advanced, that it i$ not always poffible 
to comply with the injunction of the 
appftk ; that there are feme iituationj 
and events which would undoubtedly 
rather incline us to weep than to rejoiee# 
And that it is the lot of many to he ai. 
ways, and with too much reafem, un* 
happy. But to this it may doubtlefc, 
on the other hand* be replied, that w« 
are very feldom, if ever, aide to judge 
owrfelves, what may he heft and mpd: 

conve* 
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convenient lor as. That which we ate :9f**k 
tndft apt to rejoice in, is frequently that 
which We ought rather to lament and be 
ferry for j and that which gives us the 
laoft unesfinefs, is what, if rightly an- 
derftood, we fhoukl be xnoft: fttisfied 
with. 

The hand of God is always operating 
for us, *od though unfeeo by us^ 3s not 
therefore lefs powerful ; but tnba wil- 
fully ihut their eyes, and wUl aot ice his 
goodnefs, nor glorify thesr Maker. 

The various beauties and wonders of 
nature, though they are every day and 
$very liour before our eyes, (and perhaps 
indeed becaufe they are fo) are feldom 
taken notice of or admired. Very few 
contemplate or inreftigate, and ftill 
fewer underftaad, her works. She 
dothech herielf in verdure to refrefh 

the 
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8ERM. the eye; ftie di&ates every fong that de-J 
xflt lights the ear ; fhe ordereth the fun to 
rule hyday,.and:the moon by night; the 
ftars to glitter in the firmament, and the 
earthrto; bring forth her increafe, for our 
ufe, for our pleafure, for our inftruftion* 
and yet man is not mindful of her, nei* 
ther doth- the fon of man regard herj 
and fo it is with that particular and con- 
tinual providence of God, which is ap- 
pointed to watch over and proteft us; 
and without which, furrounded as we 
are with dangers we can neither foreiec 
nor prevent, we could ndt poffibly fub- 
fifts and yet how few are there who 
feem in the leaft fenfible of it? how- 
very few who confide or who rejoice 
lli.it? : ' ■ ... 

Had we leifure fufficient to examine 
into the human mind, unbiafled by pride 
3nd partiality, we Ihould perhaps difco# 
: ; yer* 
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t«r, that, abftra&ed from the! difference serm. 

XIII 

which arffes from habit, education, and 
circumftances in life, men are much; 
more upon a level in regard to their un- 
derftanding than is generally acknow-* 
ledged; and it is hot improbably the 
feme in point of happinefs, which is, for 
the aioft part, pretty equally diftributed 
amongft us ; not confined to any cUma 
pr nation, to any particular ftt of > men* 
to titles* rank, or profeffion, but flow** 
ing throiigh various channels $ and:!iJte 
that divine Being, by whom it is' im* 
parted, fhtdefing its gracious influence 
over the whole creation. It becom€th 
well the jufh therefore it becometh the 
happy* to be thankful $ and when our 
almighty Benefa€lor fhowers down his 
bladings upon us, he will doubtlefs look 
on our efteem of his favemrs as the 
ftrongeft teftimony of our gratitude, and 
receive our enjoyment of them as the fin- 
s^reft acknowledgment. 
Voi. I. S \ There 
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serm. There is one bap|>inc£i which the JS* 
XIIL dad 9nd bcnevoknt naiod wiii~ alway* 
partake of, and that is, rejoicing in the 
profperiiy of others; Rejrice, fays the 
apoftle, with them that <b rtjoite. It 
is a certain mask of a poor and abje& 
fpirit, to be di%uftt$d and utieajy at die 
good fortune of thofe who fucceed better 
than ourftlvcs ♦. the bad man covets, the 
good' man enjoys kis neighbour's psfleP 
nons* the benevolent and humane is Ids 
feniiblc of his own calamities, Jiom the 
part he beafs in another's happinefs : he 
will not feel the, weight of poverty or 
diftretfs, whilft he has a worthy friend' 
that pfofpers j fuch a man laughs at the 
malice of fortune, defpifes the cenfure of 
the croud, and rifes fuperior to adverfity. 
But there is (till one more exalted virtue 
which woujd naturally flow from the 
obfervance of this precept, and which isv 
probably the naoft difficult to attain,' to 

. • -• rejoice 



teloice evermore under the hardeft perffc* seri^. 

XIII ' 

cutiotw, when we are thereto catted by 
Goo\ in defence of bis laws, and '■ thb 
religion of his Son* Jetiis Chrift ofor .Sa4 
viour. 

TtWapoftlerf, wejgftcte, tcfok joyfully 
file fpmlfag of their goods, they did ac-t 
cotlfit it HU joy when they fell into di- 
Yerfe tribulations j . they pioufly and juftly 
thought that A&r fvfftringt of the frtfad 
time -were not nwrtbyi to be compered ia thai 
$kty which ftmildht revealed to then. Are 
not we ajfb the fervattts of the fand 
matter ? Are not wo hound as GhriA 
tiaos to aft in the fame manner; if if 
flionid at any time be required <tf 'usl 
And have we ndt reafoa to rejoice thai 
we are not put to fe hazardous a trial j 
that the faith we profeft hath defeated 
the malice of its enemies, and is firmly 
eftabliftied by the civil power, fo that 
• ' S * all 



z6p On Thank/giving. 

SERM. all our eafy talk is to comply with its 
laws, and obey its divine ordinances % to 
do juftice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God? 

Let us then, my brethren, rejoice ever- 
more i let us rejoice with our fellow- 
creatures that we are men; that God 
hath given us reafon and underftanding 
above the brutes that perifh ; that he 
hath, as the fon of Sirach lays, created 
man immortal, and made him to be an image 
of bis own eternity ; that he hath put all, 
things in fubje&ion under us ; that his 
divine Providence doth continually inter- 
pose to preferve and fupport the work 
of his hands ; and that he . can itever 
leave nor forfake us ; but as he hath 
made us capable of happinefs here, fo 
hath he bleft us with fouls framed for 
eternal, never-fading happinefs hereafter. 

Again, 
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Again, as we ftiould rrioice with our serm» 

XIII 

fellow-creatures as men, fo fhould we 
alio rejoice with our fellow- citizens 
that we are freemen ; a land of liberty is 
a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Let us fend up our thankfgiving to the 
Almighty, that we are not in the mean 
and fordid condition of flavery, groaning 
under chains and perfecution, or galled 
by the hsud yoke of arbitrary power; 
not in a barren and dry land where no 
water is, but in a kind and luxuriant foil, 
where the hills are covered with plenty, 
and the valleys fiand fo thick with corn, that 
they laugh and Jihg 1 where thofe bleflings 
which are procured by induftry, are pre- 
served by law, protefited by the npbleft 
conftitutions, and fubje&ed to the moft 
perfeft form of government which Jiu- 
man wifdorn could frame; where right 
is maintained, and property fecuredi 
jmd where every man may enjoy the fruits 
S3 of 
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*8ff ' °* k* s kboitr, *»^ fit with safe aridfaftty 
aw£r £« ovr vint % mid under Ins vmn 
jig-tree. 

Laftly, and above all, let us rejoice 
with our Fellow*chrntians, that we haw 
the illuftrious privilege, the glorious pre? 
eminence of the gofpel which kits brought 
Hfe and immorality t$ light \ let us re- 
joice and give thanks UQto God, that 
we are not born in an age of ignora&ct 
and Paganifm, or nurfed in folly and 
fuperftition j not the flaves of tfeattal 
idolatry * or of that church which 
treads in its fteps, which is entirely, a*- 
it hath been evidently proved* conform-* 
able to it, and which hath always, an4 
(doth ftill continue to embrace its errors* 
lites, ajid ceremonies. Let ua rejoice? 
that God bath fa opened our hearts* 
and enlightened our understandings, a$ 
to make us thoroughly fenftbi* of his 

gopdfic^ 



goodatfe in feridiAg dowtfc his bdtoved ^Jf* 
Son ! for our redemption* U> take ? mlr 
fiatsafd upon him> tq guide ail our fteps* 
to dire& all pur aftLons. As we aare 
thankful fof. oar creation, jrfefervatom, 
and AH J&fc bfeffings of thi» life, fe,-\bc* 
yond all, let us acknowledge his incfti> 
mable love in faving us through Jcfus 
Chrift our Lord, the(e means of grace, 
and that hope of glory ; that hope which 
alone can fupport us here, and that glory 
which we have reafon to expert here* 
after. In the mean time, let us rejoice 
evermore, let us blefs the almighty Being 
for all his mercies paft, and implore the 
continuance of them > let the fenfe of his 
goodnefs lead us to a fincere repentance 
of our (ins, and teach us to know that 
the only means of rejoicing ftill in the 
favour and protection of God, is, by our 
gratitude, pisty, and goodpefs, hence* 
forth to ftudy to deferve them. Thus, 

§ 4 ia 
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SCRM. in fpite of all evils and calamities inriw 
dent to mortality, may we be *ble to 
rejoice in this life ; and thus (which is 
infinitely more defirable) may we ex* 
pe£t and live in fure and certain hope 
to rejoice evermore if* that which is to 
come* 
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THE UNSEARCHABLE 



WAYS OF GOD. 



For Trinity Sun pay. 



**7 
SERMON XIV. 



Romans XI, 33. 

the depth of the riches hath of the wi/dom 
and knowledge of God! how unfearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways fa ft 
finding out. 



w 



HEN we confider the infinite seam. 
diftancp between a felf-exiflcnt, ' 



all-powerful, and aUVknowing Creator, 
%nA his fjnite, dependant and ignorant 
creatures j when we refleft oil the nar-r 
jtawr limits of human reafon, and the 
confined powers of human underftand* 
jng, we cannot but wonder at the pride 
and preftunption of man, in attempting 
fd pry into the ways, and explore the 

judgments, 



^68 On the unftarcbabk 

sfkm. judgments of God. That great rcpofi- 
J tovy °f trul ^> the Holy Scripture, is in 
nothing more full and explicit than in 
reprefenting to us the tranfcendency of 
, God's ways and a&ions, above all created 
intelle&ual beings. There is a cloud 
. fpread aroilnd the great and noble works 
of the Almighty, which furpafleth our 
utmoft reach, and quickly determineth 
cur Ihort horizon j arid yet fuch is the 
pride and perverfehefs of man, that whilft 
he neglects the only bufinefs which la 
of real, confequence and importance to 
him, and which it is always in his power 
to attain, he is at the fame time per- 
petually employed in the vain purfuit of 
that knowledge which is absolutely un- 
attainable by his narrow and limited 
capacity. 

When thf celebrated heathen Philo- 
sopher was alkcd by the Tyrant, what 

Go4 
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Cod wbs ? be deftred a day's time td con- serm. 

XIV* 

iidcr the queftion; that day fexpirtd, he 
requefted two ; and then, inftead of an* 
fwering, required more time for the So- 
lution of it. The tnbre he contemplated 
the nature of the divine-Being, tht more 
was he at a lofs t& account for it: Who- 
ever indeed has a proper fenfe of his 
own wesknfefs, and the unlimited and 
unmeafurable perfections of his almighty 
Creator, cannot but fee the amazing dis- 
parity between the fupreme Author of 
all things and his own infignificancej 
between the, wifdom of God and the 
folly of man; muft humbly bow the 
head, and acknowledge how vain the au 
tempt for finite to fathom infinity. Thofe 
ufeful.andrieceflary truths which are. to 
influence our practice, and direfl: our 
coaduft, will afford us abundant matter 
for meditation; bur bufinefs here is 
irather to ,a61 than to know; rather ta 

perform 
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8KRM. perform the fever al duties required of tftv 
than to enter 
coming them. 



XIV ' than to enter into tifelc& enquiries eonv* 



There it fcarcely the moft trifling prow 
du#k» of nature that hath not force* 
thing - in it which mocketh eur fooJtth 
confidence, and baffles our tain enqui- 
ries : even in the minuteft parts of the 
creation, though the efTe&s are apparent 
and viflble, the firft caufes and fprings* 
with all their wonderful operations, ftify 
lie hidden from us. How much mare 
incomprehenfible, therefore, muft.be th* 
God of nature ? concealed as he is, and 
furrounded by the infinite fplendqr of 
unconceivable glory, and covered with 
the veil of unfpeakable perfedioas. The 
day however fa not far off when all thelc 
xnyfterious depths of the riches of (We 
wifdoro and knowledge, which sow fr 
perplex and confound us, {hall he made 



i 



•tear; ap«;: and fcmifiar to w& Thtoa ssrm. 
fliiU the AJmigkty di^liiy rtkf hidden XIV * 
^Wksof his nature, and our facutms 
enlarge prdptfrtiortably at the view 5 then 
fluli all the c^pfeeated vriys of his <&* 
title Pwv5deiice be : tnira*«flted, ahd '*£ 

* liet us, then, iio logger foitimon Om- 

i£^tenc;e : before the h'ir of ignorance, 

or |Aaee a ftiort-lived and fhort-fighted 

mortal 1 to fit in judgment On his Maker. 

Let us fdft thoroughly convinced that an 

over-anxiousfcrutiny into the myfterious 

ways and judgments of God 'is utterly 

tifelefs; as to all the purpofes of rational 

enquiry : and - yet unfearchable a§ the 

ways of God are, at all times there. 

have been, and at all times there will 

be found incjuiftfive and prefumptuous 

jnen, who have afpired to the knowledge 

of them. What volumes have been writ- 
* * 

ten to explain myfteries that are inexplt- , 

cable. 



ijk On the unfearcbabk 

SBRM; cable, and difclofe judgments that: ate 
not to be revealed! How many have 
ctatd to confine the juftice, and to limit 
the mercy of the Moft High? and in 
confequence of/ this affumed knowledge* 
have taken upon them to difpenfe his 
bounties, and to iaflift his punifhment* 
on their fellow-creatures: How many 
who have dared to arraign that Provi- 
~ dence which fupports them, and to con- 
demn that wifdom by which they lyere 
made ? And as there are fome who find 
fault with the works, for there are others 
who triifunderftand and mifinterpret the 
word of God * who pretend to know the 
will of their Creator much better than 
thpfe to whqm he hath thought fit to 
reveal it. How many are there amongft 
9 the enthufiafts of our own age and nation, 
who are perpetually employed in wreft- 
ing and ftraining Holy Writ, merely witR 
a view of fupportipg fbme new-fangled 

do£trine r 



do&rinei or favourite hypofhefis, by Wty. 
Sorted and unauthorized conftructiong; , 
arid ftradge interpretation* of difficult 
&nd obfcure paffages $ pretending to find 
out the unftarehabte ways of fcoflj an4 
explain bis judgments to rricH. 

If ds fcience and literature extended 
themfelves, true wifdom and virtue' bad 
extended themfelves alfo, we muft doubt* 
kfs have been much wifer arid better 
fhan our anceftors ; but to rhtittipty 
books is not always 1 to rnultrply know~ 
ledge : and an 'improvement itf arts and 
fciences is not certain' to be accompanied 
with an equal improvement in pier/ 
and virtue' $ fo far from it, that wltR 
all the advantages whkh we Have over 
former times, We abound perhaps 1 & 
much in vain wifdom and falfe pnilo^ 
fophy, in folly, vice and irreligion, 43 
any of our Pagan predeceffof s. 

Vol. I. T With 
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serm. • With God, wifdom and' knowledge are 

XIV 

united and infeparable perfe&ions j but 
with man we too frequently fee it the 
reverfe ; the little knowledge we acquire, 
inftead of conducing us to the paths of 
wifdom, only miflead us into the laby- 
rinths of folly j and the few truths we 
have been able to difcover, ferve but to 
promote the caufe of error and falfhood. 

If we look back to the remoter ages of 
antiquity, , we (hall find, that their moil 
accurate furvey and examination of the 
heavenly bodies, inftead of direding theni 
to the worfhip of the one true God, but 
deceived them into idolatry; and that 
even in later and more enlightened times, 
when true philofophy began to dawn 
upon us, the clouds of error and fu- 
perftition ftill continued to obfcure the 
profpeft. What ftrange and unaccount- 
able dottrines hath the church of Rome 

endea- 
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Endeavoured to draw from the facredfoun - ser m. 
tain of Holy Writ ! Howihathihe refined 
away the true fenfe of the Gofpel of our 
blefled Redeemer, and laboured to reeon r 
cile fin with Chriftianity, to the utter 
extirpation ofholinefs, and the diffolu^ 
tion of every moral and focial tie ! 

If we look back u£on the almofl 
iiumberlefs volumes which, from time 
to time* have bedn written fconcefnihg 
the redemption of man* and the incar- u 
nation of our Saviour, we tannot but" 
refieftj with aftonifhmeat, on thd little* 
the very little light, which all that blaze 
of human art hath caft on the fbbjeft: 
all that they have hitherto done, has' 
but perplexed inftead of enlightening the' 
underftanding ; and obfcured, inftead of - 
illuftrating the matter under cohfidera- 
tion. The v peculiar fitnefs of that method 
to reftore fallen mart, is. ftill as greaj &l 
T 2 myftery 
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8ERM. myflxry to us, as it was on the firft pr«- 
mujgatian of the gofpel $ and all that we 
hay* learned from the united labours of 
the nwxft fuhtle reafoners, amounts to no 
more than a thorough conviction of that 
troth which is expreffed in the words of 
my text, " That the ways of the Al- 
" mighty are unfearchable, and his judg- 
es iaents are paft finding out" 

ftutanaongft all thofe divine and un- 
fearchable truths, which, from their 
ntyflcrious and incomprehenfibfo nature* 
"have a| all times fuffered from the- vain.' 
fuggeftions and interpretations of men,- 
that facred niyftery which we this, day 
commemorate has been treated in a roa»~ 
ner mpfl: unfuitable to its dignity and* 
importance. What immenfc tcafts of un- 
intelligible divinity (for lb it hath been- 
joftty called) have been published, on this- 
fulgeel:! what unaccountable chimeras. 

have 



have entered into the heads of our con-* SERfK 
troverfial writers concerning it I what XtV * 
various disputes, felts, and opinion?, 
hath it produced amongft us ! Almoft 
every pan of (capture hath been wrefted, 
and tortured by the fevcral parties, either 
in vindication of, or in oppofition to it) 
and all the fubtleties of human rcafoivem* 
ployed to explain that, whkft, after all r 
pothing ever can explain: but the dhine. 

And yet, after alt that hath been faid, 
and all that hath been written on this 
occafion, are we at all better acquainted 
with the myftery of the froly Trinity? 
Doth it appear more plain and demon* 
Arable, or better adapted to our capaci- 
ties, than it was to our unlearne4 prede- 
ceflbrs, before any fuch contents arofe, or 
any fuch books were written ? If it 
doth not, what hath every cool, impar- 
tial and reafonable Chriftian to conclude 
T 3 from 
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serm. from hence, but that the ways -of Ood 
arc unfearchable, -aricF his judgments paft 
finding out ! That it is his kidifpenfible 
d\ity to believe in the Holy Trinity, be- 
caufe the word of God/ (which cannot 
err) has commanded him fo to do ; that 
the manner and operation of this divine 
ttiyftery is purpofefy concealed from us j 
and that as the perfeft knowledge of it 
can be of no ufeto us in this- vsrorid, it is 
therefore referyed, by the great fountain 
of wifdom, toexercife our improved fa- 
culties, and increale our fuperior happi- 
jiefs in that which is to come. < 

I would not, by' any thing here ad- 
vanced, mean to put a flop to the 
progrefs of knowledge, or reftrain the 
freedom of human will : the ways and 
judgments of God, whilft they are con- 
sidered by us with that awfdl reverence, 
that diffidence and humility, which be- 
come 



Ways of God. : : vj £ 

come the purfuit pi them, are highly 81 jj£& 
worthy. of our ftrifteft fearch and.mpft 
diligent enquiry ; and fo long as our 
xefearches are gjuidqd by that holy fear, 
they are not oijy innocent, but meri- 
torious, becaufe^they muft always pro*, 
mote the honour; and glory of that divine. 
Being who is the object .of them, AlV 
therefope^whish Iwpiild contend for is,l 
that when we take intocoofideration the 
nature and attributes of Him who made 
t|s, when we fearch into and examine the 
ipyfteries of our holy religion, when we 
fpeajk or write of the adtions of God, 
we fhould do it with that refpeft and 
adoration which a Being fo infinitely; 
fqperior hath a right to expeft from us;* 
we fhould remember, that our % duty 
towards film, and not his behaviour to- 
wards us $ \$ the fitteft bafis of our argu* 
iqent, and the moft proper fubjeft of * 
opr enquiry j for this plain and felf* 
T 4 evident 
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•Ijpf evident reafan, becauie we can the and 
move and have our iejng, and enjoy every 
thing we can defire, without /£*/ know- 
ledge of God and his divine myfteriesr 
which be hath hid from otir eyes, and 
is therefore to us inferable; but on 
the other- hand, ^e cannot be eafy of 
happy without Tome knowledge of our* 
{elves, and of our duty to our Creator 
and Redeemer. 

To conclude, then ; Since the ways of 
God are qnfearchable, and his judgments 
paft finding out, let- our eyes contemplate, 
at an awful diftance, that- objc&, whofe 
fplendor, too Bear, would daggle and 
confound them. Let us, without mur- 
muring or repining, fubmit to tbofe de- 
crees which we cannot reverie ; acknow- 
ledge that wifdom which we cannot con- 
fute j adore thofe ways which we cannot 
fearch into ; and admire thof? judgment! 
which we cannot find out. 

Whilft 
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Whilft Ood is tho fubjeft of our <rt^ sin* 

quiry, humility is the bed inftrudor, and 
modefty the fafoft guide. To himfelf 
alone his will is known j and by himfelf 
alone it can be r#v«a)ed : the knowledge 
of God muft come from God, even as 
water floweth from the fountain. Let 
us then proftrate ourfelves before his 
throne, and intreat him to lighten our 
darknefs, to remove the clouds of igno- 
rance and error from our minds; to 
teach us the knowledge of his ways, and 
the works of his commandments, that we 
may arrive at thofe feats of wifdom where* 
we (hall knew tven as we are known ; where 
the ways of God (hall no longer be un- 
fearchable, nor his judgments paft find- 
ing out $ but where all (hall be difcovered 
unto all, and where God {hall himfelf 
inoft gracioufly condefcend to teach and 
inftruft us ; where he, who alone knoweth 
and underftandeth all things, (hall re- 
ward 
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serm. ward every man, not according to his 
* inquifitive thirft after forbidden, but. his 
diligent fearch after qfeful • knowledge, 
the knowledge of God And his laws j and 
the only true and valuable^ wifdooi* the 
wifdqn> qnto falvation, , > 
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COMING OF CHRIST, 



S B R M O N XV. 

Matxhkw XL j» 

>&•/ /&« be tbatjhould c$me t or davx fak 
far another? 

pT is uaiverfally known and acknow- serm. 



I 



ledgedv that at the tmwof our bfirf&df 
Saviour's appearance upon earth, thff 
Jews were m daily and continual expee* 
tatMBof aMeffiah } *ckoumftaneewhielt 
we mould naturally have-fuppofed would 1 
in the moft effe&ual manner have pre- 
pared their minds for the reception of 
our bttfied* Redeemer; who- left the bo* 
fbm of his Father, to lave mankind from 
eternal mifery and- deftrwftion. With 
the atmoft (ufprflfc and aflomfhment, 

therefore, 
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serm. therefore, do we find them reje&ing that 
bleffing which they had fo long wifhed 
foi\ and doubting the divinity of that 
Meffiah whom they had been in fuel* 
conftant expe&ation of* 

When John had bedrd lnprifoti> fays Sh 
Matthew, the works oj Cbrift, be fent fiw& 
cf his dtfciples to fay unto htm, Art thou be 
tbatjhould come^ or do we look for another # 
*-rpr, in other words, Art thou indeed* 
the ,gr?at Meffiah, who has been foretold 
by our prophets, who, haft been fo long' 
and fo impatiently wifhed for by «s all ? 
Art thou he ? or muft we ftill want, and 
ftill look for another ? 

In the confederation of thefe words, it; 
may not be amifs previoufly to pbferve,, 
that John fent this mefiage to Jefus, not 
to fatisfy himjelf, but his difciples, with 
whom he had already qfed every argu- 
t ment 
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went in favour of Chrift. He could not serk£ 
iiimfelf in the leaft doubt the divinity , 
Of our Saviour, whom he had baptized, 
on whom he had feen the Spirit defcend 
in form of a' dove, and heard the voice 
from heaven, faying, This is my beloved 
Sonl in whom I am well fhafed. Johf*i 
therfefore/* wfe may reft allured, was tho- 
roughly fatisfied ; but his difciples were 
toot: they were ftill incredulous. John 
therefore fent them to Jefus himfelf* 
who he hoped would fboh convert and 
Convince them. 

I propofe, therefore, in the following 
difcourfe, to confider, 

Firft, The reafon which induced the 
Jews to doubt the divinity <*f the true 
Mefliah, and tq Jook for another ; and, \ 

Secondly, To lay before you the more 
weighty and convincing arguments, which 

jhould 
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JMflfc Jhovkthwo per funded them not to kfe&fof 
* another, but to be thankful for the apt 
peoranetf of the great Redeemer^ Jeftn 
Gfcrtftth* righteous. 

Jftnd Firft, then, One of the reafW, 
and perhaps the principal, why they 
looked foil aofther Meflkh, was, their 
niftakuig and raifapprehcnding their 
owa prophecies, as delivered hi holy 
writ. The kingdom of the Meffiah is 
la feveral part* of holy wrk ftiled an ev*r» 
lofting kingdom, a kingdom that ihould 
sever pafs away ; from whence the Jews 
abfurdly concluded, that when the Mef- 
fiah came, he was not to die, but. to abide 
with them for ever. 

They did ndt? coftfider that tfre de*~ 

lofting kingdom was not to be poflHfcd by 

him on earth, but referved for hinr as 

. his reward in heaven ; and as he appeared 

not only as a mere mortal, but as one of 

the 
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jhe xneft miserable snd a#U&ed; tffo, serm, 
they paid but little regard to his future 
immortality. . L . . 

But a Second reafon why the Jews 
lpokfcd for another Mcffiah was, That 
Chrift preached falvation to the Gentiles. 
Sp long had this haughty nation be^n ac- 
cvftomed to conixder themfelves as the 
chofen people of God, the darling fa- 
vourites of the Almighty, that they could 
jiot bear the thought of dividing that 
Jove* which they were ufed to engrofs, 
and (baring that patrimony which they 
looked upon themfclves alone as entitled 
to : their ideas were too felfifh, too nar- 
row and contra&ed *9 form .any notion 
of a Redeemer who was to live arid die 
for ail mankind. When they found t 
therefore, that the firft work which Jefus 
pmplpygd himfelf in, was to pull down 
^be partition wall between Jew and Gen- 
• Yo*t It U . tile, 
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serm. tile, to open the door of faith to all na- 

XV • 

tions \ when they beheld him aflbciating 
and converfing freely with Heathens and 
Infidels, men of every fett and denomi- 
nation, and (hewing the fame regard for 
their happinefs as for that of the children 
of Ifrael ; inftead of revering him as their 
friend and benefactor, they looked on 
him as their avowed enemy, as one who 
came to pollute their altars, to deprive 
them of their rights and privileges, and 
which, to pride like theirs, was a morti- 
fying circumftance, and an injury they 
could not forgive, to fet them upon a 
level with their fellow-creatures. 

A Third reafon why the difciples of 
John the Baptift, in particular, were not 
fatisfied with our Saviour, but looked for 
another Mefiiah, was probably, Becaufe 
Jefus Chrift was both in his public and 
private character extremely different from 
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their own mafter, whom they greatly serm. 
honoured and revered. 



John the Baptift came, as our Saviour 
obferved, neither eating bread nor drink- 
ing wine ; he is defcribed as reclufe, fo- 
litary, and abftemious $ pracHfing great 
aufterities, and diftinguifhing himfelf by 
peculiarities with regard to his diet, con- 
verfe, and behaviour*: be bad bis raiment 
of camels bair> and a leathern girdle about 
bis loins 5 and bis meat was locujls and wild 
honey. The dignity and folemnity of his 
appearance induced many of the Jews to 
refortto him r they crouded to him from 
Jcrufalem and Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan, and many were bap- . 
tized of him 5 and when John talked to 
them of Jefus as the promifed Mefliah, 
they Jiad always before them the idea of 
a powerful earthly monarch ; they ima- 
gined, when they came to Jefus, to have 
V z found 
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serm. found him alfo afiuming the like, or rather 
xv • 

a fuperior dignity, pradtifing the fame 

aufteritiqs, and behaving with the fame 
jrefervedncfs as their favourite prophet : 
they were furprifed and aftonjflied, there- 
fore, when, inftead of the formal pietift, 
or the rigid philofopher, they met with 
the humble, the condefcendjng, the fa* 
miliar friend, when they found him eat- 
ing and drinking, aflbciating and con- 
verting even with publicans and fmners. 
This Ihqcked their pride, and wounded 
their fe|Move : all their pleafing pro^ 
fpefts of freedom from the Roman yoke 
were obfcured, and all their delufive, 
hoped pf univerfal empire deftroyed and 
obliterated. The y were difappointdd and 
diflatisfied at our Saviour's appearance j 
they could r\o% bring tljemfelves to iraa* 
gine, that one who w*s fo inferior to thtif 
mafter in every external J)fcrfeftion, co^ld^ 
bfi reality, \& fo far his fu|>etfior ^s to 

anfvyer 
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jUifwer the idea they had conceived of SE &**« 
a Meffiah. **-sr<# 

Thefe, amongft diariy others, (equally 
fuperficial and inconclufive) were moft 
probably the ftrongeft reafons that in- 
duced the Jews to rejeft the true Meffiah* 
and to look fof another : very poor and 
unfatisra&ory they doubtlefs are, as will 
fciore evidently appear, when we come, 
as I propofed iri the fecond place, td laV 
before you thofe far more cogent and 
powerful arguments* Which ought fully 
to have convinced them that Jefus was 
in truth the Redeemer whont they ex- 
pected* and that they need not have 
looked for another. 

They fhould not, therefore* in th* 

firft place* have looked. f6r another, be- 

caufe all the remarkable prophecies of 

a Meffiah in the Old Tc&ament, were 

U 3 exactly 



294 On- the Coming of Cbrift. 

serm. exa&ly and literally fulfilled in him : it 
is there predi&ed, that he was to fpring 
from the Jews, to be a prophet and a 
law-giver, as Mofes had been before him ; 
to be born of a virgin $ the fceptre was 
not to depart from Judah, nor a law-giver 
from between his feet till Sbilo came : hef 
was to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, as 
well as the glory of his people Ifrael ; he 
was to be a fpiritual (and not a temporal) 
king, and the prince of peace 5 to be a man 
offorrows, and acquainted with grief ; to 
put an end to fn, and make reconciliation 
for iniquity $ to be cut off, but not for him- 
felf\ to feat up prophecy, and ejlablifh ever- 
la/ling righttoufnefs. 

Such is the conftant language of holy- 
writ concerning hirti. With all thefe 
indifputable marks and ftamps of the 
divinity fo ftrongly and vifibly impreffed 
upon him, nothing but that more than 

Egyptian 
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Egyptian dafknefs which clouded their SfcRM. 
underftanding, anddebauched their fenfes, 
could have prevented this infatuated peo- 
ple from feeing and acknowledging thetf 
gracious Redeemer. 

If our bleffed Saviour had not been the 
true Meffiah, but what the Jews ac- 
counted him, an hypocrite and an im-» 
poftor, he would then have afted juft as 
they wifhed, and expedfced him to aft : 
he would have fallen in with their pre- 
judices and prepofleffiorts, would have 
aflumed the character of a temporal deli- 
verer. The whole Jewifh nation at this 
time was, we very well know, ripe for 
r rebellion $ -they burned with uncommofi 
ardor for revenge on their conquerors, 
and wanted only a bold and enterprifing 
leader to affift them in fhaking off the 
Roman yoke. He might hive taken ad* 
vantage of the poular opinions in h« 
U 4 favour, 
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SERM. favotfr, have feized the golden oppor tu- 
rf nity, and, as the arch-impofter Maho- 
met did in after-times, might have raifed 
himfelf tb th« feat .of. empire : if his 
kingdom had been of this world, he 
might, at that fortunate period, very 
eafily and firmly have, eftabliflfed it. 

But that the Jews might have no ex- 
cufe left for their unpardonable infidelity, 
our Saviour, who .was well acquainted 
with their temper and difpofitfion, hfe 
who lb well knew the pride and naugh- 
tinefs of their hearts, made k the bufi- 
nefs of his life to undeceive them m 
their miftaken ideas of his character, and 
to fet them right in a point fo impor- 
tant: he constantly disclaimed all title to 
royalty, all rank, power and precedency j 
he encouraged no feditious or rebellious 
principles, but preached and praclifed 
humility, taught fubmiflion to tings and 

rulers, 
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nilcra, and inftead of oppdfing the Ro- serm. 
man power, as they had fondly expe&ed, ^ i f ^ 
ftrengthened and fapported it* com- 
manding tliem to give unto Cafar the thing* 
that Were Cafar\ and to God the things 
•which were God's. In vain, however, 
did he endeavour to convince thofe who 
were not to be convinced. Iri anftver 
♦therefore to John's difciples, in the 
words c4 my text, he has recoarfe, we 
ixiAy obferve, -to the ftrongeft and moft 
unanfwerstete argument which he could 
poflibiy have made ufe of: Go, fays he, 
and Jhew John thofe things which ye do 
bear and fee : the blind receive their fght f 
the lame walk, the leaper* are cleanfed, the 
deaf hear s the dead are raifed up, and the 
poor have the Go/pel preached unto them. 
He refers them, we fee, to that part of 
the ancient prophecies, which could 
riot £c miftaken ; which could not be 
applied to any but to himfelf : he ap- 
v. % • • peals 
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serm. peals indeed not to their memory, or 
their underftanding, but to their fenfes, 
and to their hearts : he wpuld have them 
rely not on their faith, but on their 
fight 5 Tell John what ye do hear and fee : 
as jf he had faid,. " If you will not be- 
" lieve thofe fcriptures which you. pre- 
" tend to have fo great a reverence for, 
cc and which teftify of me ; if ye believe* 
<c not your own maJfter, whom ye ac- 
" knowledge to be a prophet ; if ye be- 
lieve not tne> nor him who lent, me; 
at leaft you will believe your own eyes, 
and your own ears, which cannot de- 
* c ceive you. If the miracles which I 
" perform are Jbeyond the reach of', hi** 
" man power, they muft flow from the 
u divines none can do th$ works of 
! c God but the Son of God." 

An argument fo powerful and irfefiftu 
able; an argument adapted, as this wfls, 



cc 



cc 
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to uftiverfai capacity, muft have com- serm, 
manded, one (hould imagine, univerfal 
convi&ion : this muft have put to filence 
the ignorance of foolifh, the perverfenefc 
of obftinate men, and turned at once the 
hearts of the difobedient to thewifdom of the 
jujl. The miracles of our bleflcd Saviour 
were indeed received by many with that 
degree of reverence, and efteem of their 
divine Author, which they fo highly de- 
ferved : the impartial and unprejudiced 
could no longer with- hold their affent 
to fads fo indifputable ; the greater part, 
however, ftill doubted, and ftill difbe- 
lieved; they refufed to acknowledge 
Chrift for the true Meffiah, and in fpite 
of all this evidence continued to look for 
another. 

I (hall conclude this difcourfe with 
drawing fome natural inferences which 
refiilt from what hath been here ad- 
vanced, 
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8erm. vanced, and which may be of fervic* 
to us with regard to our .qwh future 
conduft* 

We caniiot refleft on the amazing oh* 
ftinacy, blindnefs, and ingratitude of th* 
Jews, with regard to their difbelief and 
cruel treatment of the Meiftah, without 
lamenting the lingular fate of that un- 
happy people* From the chofen and 
deft favourites of the Almighty, to be* 
come the veffels of his wrath, and the 
objefts of his eternal difpleafure j front 
a well-governed and united, to become 
a difperfed and abandoned nation, fcat- 
tered over the face of the earth j to fee 
the prophecies of that Redeemer whom 
they defpifedi fo exactly and literally 
fulfilled, and his blood, according to 
their own impious wifh, ftill flowing 
upon them and upon their children ; ta 
have feen and known one Redeemer, and 

yet 
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yet • ftill to look for another; to be al- serm. 
ways wifhing for what can never be 
granted, always afpiring after a happi- 
nef& which can never be attained, is 
doubtlefs a fcene of complicated mifery 
and diftrefs, which only a nation fo un- 
fortunate as theirs ever experienced, and 
which only guilt like theirs could ever 
deferve. A God of infinite goodnefs and 
jnercy; it is humbly to be hoped, and it 
fliould be every Chriftian's prayer, will 
fane day foften and turn their hearts, will 
open their eyes to fee the things which 
Were fo long hidden from them, will one 
day bring back thefe long loft fheep to 
thefoldofqhrift. 

r In the mean time, it will highly 
become us (and more efpecially at this 
fotemn fealbn) to congratulate ourfelves 
oh our much nobler and much happier 
lpt j to {•efleft with pleafijre that we have 

3cl$nQv?* 
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SERM, acknowledged a Redeemer^ whom they 
rejected, and embraced .that faith which 
they contemned : we are blefled with a 
good and gracious Meffiah, and cannot 
needy nor wifh, nor look for another. 
Thanks be to the Almighty giver of 
every good gift, we have not, like the 
Jews of old, any popular prejudices to 
combat, any national errors or prepoflef-* 
(ions to darken our minds, and prevent 
our belief and thorough conviction of 
Chrift's divinity : we have not, as they 
had, the might and authority of the civil 
power to contend with 5 we are not now 
to ftruggle, as they did, vyith the princes 
and potentates of the earth; to fuffef 
oppreffion, pains, and perfecution in the 
cailfe of Chrift : his religion is fiyed and 
eft^bliihed, and all our ?afy talk is to dp 
jujiice % to Me mercy, and walk humbly with 
wr God. If we do not obey the pi;ec?pts 1 
gpd adhere to the diftateg qf pyir holy t$<* 

ligion 1 
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ligicrn 5 if wq are not really and in fa&, serm. 
in word and deed, what we profefs our- 
felves to be, we (hall be far more guilty 
and more impious even than the Jews 
themfelves. 

To conclude then, The beft proof of 
our belief that Chrift is the true Meffiah, 
muft, after all, be given by complying 
with the terms of his gofpel, by living up 
to his do&rine. The great end of Chrift'? 
coming, and of the whole myftery of 
godlinefs, is to make men wifer and 
better. Let me therefore entreat you, 
my brethren, hot to fruftrate the ulti- 
mate purpofe and defign of our Saviour's 
birth. If we are fatisfied that Chrift \% 
come, let us confider why he came; 
doubtlefs not to continue us in a ftate of 
fin and mifery, but to redeem us from it f 
Let us not therefore live and adt towards 
this Saviour, as if we looked for another. 

If 
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8ERM. if we have any regard to the truth of 
thofe prophecies which foretel the purity 
and integrity of men's lives, under the 
reign* of the Meffiah, let us be careful, 
on our parts, to anfwer the whole end 
and purpofe of his divine miflion, and 
to live as becometh a people who have 
been thus redeemed of the Lord. * 
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SERMON XVI 



t Samuu VII. 6* 
t^e bdvejinrted againfi the Lord. 

THE (ituation and circumftances of" sfiRM. 
the children of Ifrael, as defcribed £!£* 
in that portion of holy writ, from which 
I have chofen the words of my text, feem 
to carry with them fuch a {hiking and 
vifiblc fimilitude to our own, as to point 
out and demand our more particular at- 
tention to, and application of it, on the 
prefent folemn occafion. 

The Philiftines, molt avowed and in- 
veterate enemies to God's chofen peopte* 

had affembled together, and were en* 
X z camped 
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serM. camped againft Ifrael ; when it was de- 
XVL creed by the Almighty, that Ms un- 
worthy favourites, who by their fins and 
abominations had fo often and fo griev- 
oufly offended him, fhould at length feel 
the effects of his indignation againft 
them. llie Ifraefitfes, wlio ever fince 
the triumph of David over Gcrtiah, had 
looked on the Philiftines with contempt, 
advanced WW&t&s tfieih with fere and 
tertaki hopes <jf victory. The event, 
hdW«rtr, iprovfefi that «iefr %'^e* we*e 
Vain y *for Itfheli'they joined battle, Ijrhti 
Was Jmtun^ and ihey fled &wry mm 4ntt 
ifts lent, and tfrentoas a *vtrygtratjlftu%b- 
ter j there ffcH of IfradifhWty Ihcmfaiid 
inen, and the ark df God was token, and 
the two fons of Eli, 'Hophni and Wiineas, 
were (lain. A defeat fo terrible and fo 
Ufteapedied fflrtft doubdefs hare made a 
ftitihg itopreffion on the minds of this 
ffifdud andrfebelltous people > theybehclS 
% " them- 
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XVI" 

je&ion by an, enemy whom they had long ' 
held in derifioo* and forced to ftoop tQ 
tho& who had juft before bowed down 
before them*. To crown their misfor* 
tunes, thq ark, of the Lord, the fymbo} 
ei God's preien«e, was wsefted frojit 
them* a#d yenned in the pofleflion o| 
their triumphant rivals. This, they 
looked ape-n as an, infallible fign of God's 
wrath agaiaft, and total defertion of 
thflnu this (buck deeply in.to their 
newts* wd pscJwtoly contributed, in a. 
great. flaeaf«jn«w t« excite in their minds: 
that contentions peoiorfe, and abhor- 
tWKtt of their iniquities, which they af- 
terwards eajprafled. 

The ark of the Lord, the glory of 

Ifirael* was, « treafiwe too precious in 

the- fight oi God hhnfelf to be left in 

the b&ncfc o| the Pbiliftipes ; the divine 

X 3 power 
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shrm, power therefore, in vindication of his 

XVI 

own honour, infpifed the Philiftines 
with a refolution to reftore it ; they fent 
it back themfelves to Bethfhemeth, from 
whence it was brought by the Ifraelites 
to the houfe of Abinadab. The refto- 
ration of fo great and valuable a capture 
was a circumftance of too much confe- 
quence to be neglected by the wife and 
pious Samuel : he confidered it as a ma- 
nifeft interpofition of the fupreme Law- 
giver in favour of his repenting people j 
he laid hold of the opportunity, there- 
fore, to affemble and exhort them; to 
reprefent to them the goodnefs of God, 
who feemed, by this aft of kindnefs 
towards them, to have forgotten their 
tranfgreflions ; he endeavoured, therefore, 
to turn them afide from their idolatrous 
pra&ices. And Samuel fatd y Gather all If^ 
rael to Mizpeth, and I will fray for you 
ffttfo the hordy and they gathered together 



February li , 1781* 311 

to MizpetB, and drew water \ and poured it SERM. 
out before the Lord, andfaftedon that day, 
and /aid there, We have finned again/i the 
Lord. 

It is impoffible to refle& on the fads 
above related, without drawing fuch con- 
clufions from them as muft be highly 
ferviceable to us with regard to our own 
conduct ; we fee every thing was ordered 
and direfied by the will of the fupreme 
Creator, and therefore every thing was 
done right ; the prieft exhorts, the people 
repent ; the prieft gives advice, the people 
attend to it. 

It is worth our while to remark in the 
enfuing part of this chapter the confe- 
quences of this behaviour : we (hall there 
find, that the moment the Israelites began 
to repent and amend, the Lord was gra- 
cious tQ them ; as foon as they left theit 
X 4 felfc 
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serm, falfc gods, they founds favour with tht 
true y whew they returned to virtue, tbeic 
affairs immediately put on a raone. chews 
ful afpect; the Philiflines, thofe proud 
and triumphant foes, who had been the 
i^ruwbnteof God's wrath, and there- 
fore, had: fe ea&y difcomfited than, when 
the Moft High went forth with their ats 
roies, were no longer? able to contend with 
the favourites of the Almighty. Afte? 
Samuel's facrifice and interceflion^anotiheff 
battle! was fought between them, when a 
dreadful peal of; thttndef ftr-uck. the Phi* 
Uftines with- confternatton,. threw, theif 
forces into confufian, and they in their 
turn were fmitten before Ifrael. 

In the. remainder of tbis^ difcourft. I 
ihaH endeavQur to point out to you, the; 
nio# ftriHing. fimilituds of features be- 
tween, the children of ifrael and. the io* 
habitants Qf $his. lan,d, with regard to our 

fituation 
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fitifetio* and; cbcuinftanccs at this* im- seai*. 
poutant period: from whence I (batt * VI * 
dsaw fuah ufefnl inferences as may beft 
fend to guide and direct our future coo- 
d*i&< 

And ftrft, then, give me leave to ©b» 
fer?e, that the moft finking refembJanc* 
between, the Israelites and ourfehrcs,. it 
inr ouj* lives. We have* been, like tbetn, 
a thongntie&, wicked, and ungrateful 
peojrfr j like themvwe had been for ages, 
at it weisey the deft of God,, the favoprites 
of the Almighty, Weft with peace, liberty 
and plenty, in a land flowing with niHe 
and honey; and yet, in the raidft of all, 
improperly forgetting the Author of 
tshefeinefttmable benefits. As the Iftae* 
Ikes tcurnod into Baalim, and; Afhtaeoth, 
and ftxange gads, erea fo have we been 
#nre*. toi one own* corrupt afe&bns, 
fffgfe&fqi.oa' oar own interefts, *n<£4*» 
Jfcojnra <H •«' &wn baf$>iiu$, 

A$ 
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6ERM; As we have refembled them thus 
xv!# ( nearly in our lives and manners, it was 
naturally to be expected that the fame 
caufe would produce the fame effed, and 
that we fliould refemble them in our 
miferies and afflictions alfo. God, tho' 
a God of mercy and long-fuffering, 
would not thus be provoked every day, 
but rofe at laft to vindicate his own in- 
jured honour $ he kindled up, therefore, 
agaiqft us an enemy, of whom but a few 
years iince we had not the leaft fear or 
apprehenfion ; he hardened the hearts 
and turned afide the affections of thole 
who were before united to us in the 
itri&eft bonds of love and amity* 

War is indifputably amongft the 
moft dreadful evils that can afflict a na- 
tion 5 it is one of thofe fcourges with 
which God chart ifes his finful and re* 
beliious creatures ; an irtftrument of vei*. 
geance in the fonds of the Almighty* 

where- 
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wherewith he punifhes the grievous fins 8BRM* 
and offences from time to time commit* 
ted againft him. 

If there be a circumftance that can 
render this deftru&ive tyrant {till more 
formidable, that can enhance his feverity 
and double his terrors, it is doubtlefs that 
calamity in which we are ourfelves at 
this period fo unhappily involved ; it is 
the melancholy confideration that we are 
oppofing thofe with whom we have been 
fo long and fo intimately united ; carry- 
ing our arms againft thofe whotri •we 
have fo long loved, cherifhed, and pro- 
te&ed y that thofe who were once the 
objects of our efteem, tendernefs, and 
affection, are now become the mark to 
which are bent aU our hoftile prepare 
turns. ' . • 

But enough hath been already (kid and 
jrritten on this wnfappy cojnteft : all 

ttat 
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SEftMt that we can. now do* and all that fiiits 
JSJ^ this, fbleran occafion, is to. lament thofe 
evils which we could not forefee, and 
to weep over thofe misfortunes which 
we can no longer prevent; to- be fyrry 
for thofe- fins, which brought upon us fa 
heavy a calamity, and to endeavour, bj| 
our fincere repentance of them*, to ton* 
aiide the dreadful confeqoences of them* 

How- happy might: weftUA he, i& thc& 
wounds,, wide and painful as they are,. 
could yet be healed ; if yet wc and tfcop 
«Mght be hiKMght to know* the things 
that are for quo peace : but: the. evil fpirift 
hath taken*, pofioflifan oi then*, as It did 
•i Saut;, bun they will not; like him, be 
faothed by the power of- harmony 9 they: 
wHk»ot liAcn. to the harp of' peaces nor 
hear the voice of the charmer, charm fh« 
n«ver fo wifely, 
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* •^titt/nrageoVby the : cJbftmacycif Hhefc serm. 
inch/and animated byttierr f dccelTs agahrft 
%?, our ancient and determined foe, ievcr 
deafly to tafce advantage of oar weakness; 
at length *ftirew off the -mafic of frietid- 
(hip, which fhe had been long forced to 
imr, ami flood forth as otir avowed ene- 
taiy. Bat a : fhort time tlapfed, fcefore 
imt)thtt- potver, 'equally falfe and •per- 
ifidiotis'witai ifce firfti infatuated ajy^evil 
<cdtmfrfs, 'fcontrstted rfHb an ^mnatwrrfl 
^tlfianecwith CrtJf 'rebeTliotrs tdbriies, an* 
•tdiribined 'againft-'tls. 

• Wkfc 'this accumulated 'wtlght'to prefe 
trpbn 'her, it is wo'wonder'tfhat "the Britiih 
•empire feemed-for a while to'fijfls beneath 
*fete -burthen. Opprdffed - on 'every fide, 
we ktaew not whidi ^way to turn ^our 
face. This uncertainty, and this op- 
•ftfelltoh, teeughlton -aCeriesof sattftotu- 
4*ate evwifs; »whfeh ;bad well nigh ifonk 

f - U3 
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serm. us in ignominy and ruin ; from a power- 
ful and refpe&ed, we feemed degenerated 
into a friendlefs and defpifed people, a 
laughing- ftock and derifion to thofe who 
had no knowledge of our laws. * 

; But even this dangerous and deftrudive 
evil hath, by the gracious providence of 
God, been produftive of benefit and ad- 
vantage to us: that fatal union which 
took place againft us abroad, hath 
brought on what we much ftood in need 
of, a more domeftic union at home ; pub* 
lie danger hath begotten public fpirit j 
we feem at laft to be roufed from our le- 
thargy, to have (haken off the fetters of 
party, prejudice and fa&ion, and to have 
taken up the common caufe with fomc 
degree of true Britiih fpirit and alacrity* 

In confequence of this happy change, 
our plans have lately been attended with. 

foam 
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/foine (ucbeft j the juftice of , our tank W*W- 
feems, in fpitc of our many fins and' ini- 
quities, to have engaged the God of bat- 
tics .on our fide : thcfca, which for a while 
itemed to have forgotten her ancient 
mailer, begins once, mote to acknowledge 
her rightful foVereigrf, and Britain ro- 
aflumes her dominion over it. ., j 

. :L?t «• not, howeveiy relapfc into our 

former indolence, and return again to 

our fins* but put away our idols of plea- 

fare and diffipation, and ferve the Lord 

. only. .". If. his paft judgments have already 

awakened us to a confeioufnefs of our 

fins, let his prefent mercies melt us into 

a flncettund perfeft repentance of them ; 

drit Ithe 'talk .which was begun before, 

owe its perfe6Hon to a nobler. motjve, 

and be finished by gratitude. If the Lord 

4iath becnlfo gracious to us, how can we 

jrebel ag^inft him ? Shall we offend a God 

: > of 
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•MAM. joi fiicji gqodncfs ? ihsJH w* defy a£od 
* -of fhch^owcr? 

I oepeat.it, <ay brethren j let not amy 
-partial fbccefe bripg ion ftcunty,- wr ilk* 
dolgenct be the mcrtherof forgdtftanefs j 
-die lace of war it terrible, even when 
he fmiles upon us $ his belt and moft 
gorgeous robe is ftained with blood} 
and even when he wears a-crown, It is 
a crown of thorns. Wbilft iqSQo i yn t av i es 
•her banners before tit, we are tao modi 
iddighted with the : profpe&, to confide? 
how dearly they waje frorchafed: tfae 
news •of conqueft reaches >to e*cry ear, 
.and is echoed by every tongue j but who, 
in the mean time, liftens to the&rieka 
of the widow, or regards the cries of thto, 
.orphan r 

When we meet lift calfed upon faf 
public authority to humble ourfekosbe- 

fore 



lore Gody and to call fornix s Udtmg ©ft sp.rm. 
our arm* and councils^ Hade perhaps 
did we imagine that wefhouid again fee- 
fummoned together, as we now are, on 
the fame mdanduoly occasion- We had 
formed to our&faes, bo doubt, *afei a-ntf 
feilacious hopes that thefword of watf 
would" long; fines hawe beetf fiwathedj 
that there would have beem no* more 
murmuring or complaining in our ftpectsj 
but thai mercy and tc»tfc, righteoufiiefs- 
and peace, wowid ere this have kiffecf 
each othtttf. 

But it hath not fb pleafed the diving 
will j we are at this moment in a more 
dangerous condition tf«n we were at 
that time. Since laffc we nter, to humble 
Cucfelves before the Lord, a near audi 
powerful enemy hath rifea up agamft us, 
whoft falfehood r perfidy, and ingratitude, 
cwanot be fufficiently condemned -, who^ 

Vol. I. Y taking 
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serm. taking the advantage of our diftrefsful 
fituation, have impioufly combined with 
our foes to ruin and deftroy us. 

Whence, then, it is but natural to afk, 
whence doth it arife that the pious vows 
which we then made are not fulfilled 5 
that our prayer is thus returned into our 
own bofom ? It is but too' probable 
that our fins have prevented all the good 
effefts of our paft devotion 5 that our 
crimes and follies intercepted our prayers 
in their paflage to heaven, and would not 
permit them to afc'end up to the throne 
of grace. 

If ever, therefore, my brethren, there 
was a time when ferious and fober re- 
flection were more immediately and in- 
difpenfahly neceflfary, it is doubtlefs at 
this preient moil important jun&ure. 
Whatever we may vainly, think of our 

. own 
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own ftate, however We may be lulled by serm. 

• XVl 

a fatal fecurity, great and manifold are 
our errors, heavy and numerous are oui 1 
tranfgreffions. It is not this day's faft, 
however rigidly kept, not this day's pe* 
hitence, however fincere, that can atone 
for them : univerfal corruption and de- 
pravity demand univerfal repentance and 
reformation: a continuance in fin, and 
a repetition of our follies, have brought 
continued and repeated misfortunes upon 
us, and nothing but a fteady, uniform, 
and uninterrupted courfe of piety and 
virtue can ever redeem us from them. 

To that God, therefore, who makefth 
men to be of one mind in an houfe, and 
to that bieffed Redeemer, to whom alone 
we muft be indebted for peace and recon- 
cilement, let us fend up our humble pe- 
titions, that he will gracioufly deign to 
affift us in* our labour of love * that he 
Y 2 will 
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serm. will turn the minds of our enemies, that 

XVI 

^, he will perfuade the generous, aflwage 
the angry, and foften the obdurate heart; 
open the $yes of the blind, inftruft the 
ignorant, direct the doubtful, and bring 
together the feparate and difunited. 

Upon the whole then, it is but too 
evident that we have all finned agamft 
the Lord 3 let us endeavour to make it as 
indifputable that we have all repented 
alio. The fword of war is dill un~ 
| fheathed, the angel of deftru&ion is ftili 
abroad : whilft therefore the honour, the 
fafety, and the happinefs of our country 
is ftili undetermined, (hall we be fo neg- 
lectful of her intereft, fo carelefs of her 
reputation, fo indifferent about her fuo 
cefs, as, whilft (he is in this fituation, to 
wanton in fenfual pleafure, give a loole 
to our paffions, and fpend our time in 
folly, riot, and debauchery ? Should not 

her 
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her danger alarm our fears, chaftife our sftRM. 

XVI 

joys, and awaken Our attention ? Doth 
not the prefent crifis feern to demand at 
wore than ordinary caution arid fevefity 
in ail our words and a&ion9? 

When a nitron is at peace, (he may be 
indulged in a ftiort tranfport of pleafufe* 
her errors may then perhaps lay feme 
claim to pardon, her. follies may plead 
fome excufe ; but when the fterrr brow 
of wdr frowneth upon her, when every 
thing that m dear and prdcious is at 
flake, when all her virtues are ncceffary 
to fupport, and all her powers to defend 
her ; at fuch a time to be gay is to be 
guilty, to be but carelefs is to be wicked * 
not to affift, is to oppofe ; and to neglcft 
our country, is to betray her. 

Let every one therefore think, that, 

as in the field of battle every man fhould 

Y 3 behave 
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6BRM. behave £s if on his (ingle arm depended 
the vidtory, fo here at home let every 
y man perfuade himfelf, that on his (ingle 
virtue and repentance dependeth the re- 
formation of a whole people. Let us 
then, in all humility, bow ourfelves 
down before the God who made us; 
let this day's abftinence ferve but as a 
type or emblem of that total abftinence 
from (in which we purpofe henceforth 
ftriftly to obferve * and if we hope for 
public or for private happinefs, let us 
from this hour fincerely tn<| heartily 
endeavour to defer ve if. 
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SERMON XVII. 



Luke VIII. 5. 

A fewer went forth to fotv bis feed. 

TH E firft and rnoft {hiking beauty serm. 
that, arnongft many others, fo emi- £%J0^ 
tiently diftinguifhes the parables of our 
bleiTed Saviour, is that amiable fimplicity 
which runs through every one of them : 
the images are all clear and familiar, the 
cjcprdfton is plain and intelligible, the 
conduft regular and uniform, the com- 
parifon juft, the defign and moral refult- 
|ng from the whole immediately vilible? 
$nd amcmgft them there is not one wbkk 
is perhaps more agreeable or more in*- 
fetfk'm #W» th^t which is now before 

. w, 
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jsbrm, us, wherein the greateft and moft fub- 
^!^ lime truths are enforced and - illuftrated 
by an image drawn from an humble ftate 
of life j and circumftances the moft com- 
mon and familiar that could poffibly be 
imagined, made ufe of to convey the 
nobleft and moft exalted leflons of mo- 
rality. A fower went forth to fow, bis 
feed; and as he f owed, fome fell by the way 
4 ;f fid** * n( l ** w as trodden 'down, and the 
* fowls of the air devoured it : fome fill upon 
a rock % and asfoon as it was fprung up, it 
withered away, becaufe it Jacked moifiure: 
end fome fell among, thorns, and the thorns 
fprung up with iti and choked ji : and others 
fell ort good ground, andfprang up and bare 
fruit, an hundredfold. - • ' » 

: Nothing can be more plain, fimple, or 
rohcife, than this Ihort narrative. It may 
*idt here, however, fee improper to ob- 
fcrve, that in feveral other of our Saviour's 
« ' ; parable* 
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parables the words or circumftances pre- serm. 

VVIf 

ceding or fubfequent to them fufficiently 
pointed out the defign and intention, 
and cpnfequently led the hearers to the 
proper explanation and interpretations 
but with regard to the parable before us, 
it doth not appear, by any previous cir- 
cumftance, that thol? who heard were 
able to find out the meaning and purport 
of it. Our Saviour did therefore himfelf 
gracioufly condefcend tp interpret it in 
the following manner : The feed, fays he, 
is the word of God : thofe by the way jide, 
are they that hear : then cometh the devil, 
and taketb away the word out of their 
hearts, left they fhoujd believe, and befaved : 
they on the rock, are they which when they 
hear, receive the word with joy •, and tbefe 
have no root, which for a while believe % 
and in time of temptation fall away : and 
that which fell among thorns, are they, 
Which when tj/ey have be fir d, gq forth, and 
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SFRM. are cboaked with cares, andrkhei, and plea- 

XVJI • 

', yir« g/*/£/i life, and bring no fruit toper- 

feftiqn : but that on the good ground, are 

they .which in an bonejl and good heart, 

having heard the wordy keep it, and bring 

forth fruit with patience. 

It is worthy of teur obfervatioh to re- 
mark, that though our bleffed Saviour 
thus interpreted and explained the plea- 
fing allegory, we do not find that he 
drew any inference or conclufions from 
it, but, as in the reft of his parables, 
leaves his hearers to the fuggeftioris of 
their own minds, and thofe reflections 
which would naturally occur to them 
from the confideration of it* His difci- 
ples, we may reasonably imagine, folly 
perceived the fcope and intent of it* made 
the proper ufe of every part, and applied 
the whole to thofe moral purpo&a, which 
it was 4efigaed by the divine Orator to 

promote. 
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promote. Bat thcfe things, my bre- sewk. 
thren, were doubtlefs written for our XVIL 
learning alfo ; our Saviour in this, as in 
aimed every other difcourfe, addreiles 
himfelf not to his difciples only, but to: 
all mankind : it will become us, there- 
fore, to meditate on the words of our 
bleffed Redeemer, and ferioufly to en- 
quire whether this fimple narrative, plain 
and unadorned a6 it is, doth not contain 
fame falutary truths, and ufeful inftruo 
tions, which may be of fervice to us in 
our future eoixduft : and to this end it 
may not be amifs, in the following dif- 
courfe, to take a view of the four kinds 
of hearers, as defer i bed to us in the pa- 
rable % to affign the feveral caufes of their 
different couduft, and to mark what lef. 
ions of moral duty may arife to us from 
the confederation of them. 

< And Firft, then, Wofe, fays our Savi- 
ot#, by the way fide, are they that heart 

then 
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, 8RRM. then cometb the devil, and taketb the word 
XVII 

out of their hearts. In all nations, arid at 

all times, there hath ever been a fet of 
men, who are totally void of religious 
principles, who never concern them- 
felves about any thing but the common 
affairs of life in which they are immedi- 
ately employed, who have no motive to 
raife their attention but curiofity : thefe 
are properly compared to the way-fide, 
the common path for travellers, without 
any depth of earth to receive the feed, 
which muft confequently be trodden 
down by every paflenger, and lie open 
to all the birds of the air who devour it. 
Such were thofe, who, on our Saviour's 
firft appearance on earth, were merely 
cafual and accidental hearers of his word, 
who were attracted by the novelty of his 
doftrines, and the extraordinary circum- 
ftances attending on his miracles ; but at 
the fame time had no attachment to his 

cauie, 
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caufe, or zeal for his fervice* and of SERM, 

XVH 

courfe were eafil| drawn afide, by any 
temptation, to &rfake and defert him* 
Too many fuch hearers of ChriiVs word 
there are amongf$ us, even unto this day ; 
men> who, immerfed in their purfuits of 
bufinefs or pleafure, never think of reli- 
gious concerns, but when they chance to 
be totally difengaged from every other ; 
never enter into a church, but when they 
are, as it Were, infenfibly drawn thither 
by the novelty of a popular preacher, the 
preffing inftance of a particular friend, 
or fome accidental circumftance, utterly 
independent on true piety and devotion. 
By thefe men the do&rines of Chrifti- 
ahity are received with the greateft cold* 
nefs and indifference, or perhaps make 
a light and momentary impreffion on the 
mind, which is quickly effaced by the 
very next objeft that prefents itfelf. Into 
fuch hearts, Satan always finds an eafy 
* entrance, 
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serm. entrance, and with little difficulty taketh 
XVIL away that word which they are not foli* 
citous to withhold from him* 

The fecond fort of hearers mentioned 
in the parable, are they, which receive tbt 
word with joy, but having no root, in tinU 
ef f temptation ox \>tt fecxxtion fall avrny* By 
thefe, our Saviour undoubtedly meant to 
point out thofe amongft his di&ipies and 
followers, who were caught by the no- 
velty of his tenets, dazzled by the fpten- 
dor of his miracles* or perhaps allured hf 
lus promifes of eternal happincfs; thefe 
received his word with joy y liftened witk 
rapture to his eloquence, were affrmiflied 
at his intrepidity, and looked up with 
admiration to his exalted character ■* hit 
manners were fo engaging, his conrverfe- 
tion foaffable,his conduit fo difinterefted* 
his behaviour fo mild and getttle, that, it 
fcttra&ed univerfal attention* and com* 

manded 



bf the Swefk 33? 

i^^Qd Hniverfal applaufe. Even th^ *BJMtf> 
jfcefiefore, who had fcttf: We teal coo- xvlJi 
<$ern for the interns of retigion, felf 
J&e truth of his do&riue$ ; and though 
Ifeey t»a4 # the ftme time l?tat JU*le iar 
gHaatfon $0 comply with the^j, they re- 
typed that preceptor whom .they wqujd 
vlKut ohey, iuad admired at le^ft thofe 
¥W*«es, which ^y y/anted ftrength an4 
xefo&vtfion to pra&ife. Thefe men, as 
Abe apsft&e infwas u& endured ^r a 
.while, b^t whe,n tribulation a$d perie- 
iajtion arpie, hecaufc of the word, tfeey 
v«er* <juwl$iy c»ffepd>dj they W a great 
love for Chrift and his dodrines, but 3 
much greater for tbemfel yes ; #nd though 
-they thought .w/*# him* did not there- 
fore think themfelv.es obliged to fuffer 
/arhim. hut jn time of temptation qt 
Ijerfecu^on fetf Away. Amongft theft 
-followers of our Saviour, .was, nwft pro-» 
bah)y» the yoking man recorded in tbe 
V«l. I* Z g*>fpel, 
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*xvn • goffc>el, who, we arc told, afked of Chrift, 
* What he fliould do that he taight have 
eternal life; and Jefus faid unto him, 
If thou wilt beperfeB, go and fell that thou 
baft, and give to the poor, and thou Jhalt 
have treafure in heaven, and com and follow 
me. But when the young man beard that 
faying, be went away forrowful, for he had 
great pojfeffions. He was one of thofe, 
who, as the parable fays, received the 
word with joy, but have no root, which 
for a while believe, and in time of temp- 
tation fall away. Of fuch as thefe we. 
have but too many even unto this day. 

Nothing is more eafy than the mere 
profeffibn of Chriftianity : whilft the ex- 
ternal compliance with its precepts, and 
the verbal affent to its doctrines, is at- 
tended with no pain or trouble ; as long 
as it coincides with our worldly views 
and interefts, without any: interruption 
^ '' ...:"• of 
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bf our eafe; or any reftraint upon oursERM. 

XVII 

pleafures, fo long perhaps we may con- 
tinue Chriftians $ but if it clafhes with 
our feveral views and interefts, if it. en- 
joins duties which we are loth to prac- 
tife, and commands us to abftain from 
6ur fenfual gratifications ; if it fubje&s 
us to the ridicule of the fcofFer, the cdri- 
tempt of the proud, and the oppreffiort 
of the powerful, then our zeal abates, 1 
and our faith decays, and the frail fabric 
of our religion begins to fhow the weak- 
nefs of its foundation. But, above all, 
when tribulation and perffecutioii arife, 
fuch men are quickly offended : they 
may talk, perhaps, like Peter, of g&ing 
with Chrift to prifon and to death ; but 
when, like him, they begin to think 
themfelves in danger of accompanying 
him thither, then, they know not the man* 

But Thirdly, Arid fome fell among thorny 
and the thorns fprang up with it, and 

Z 2 choaked 
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serm. choaked it. And that mobicb feti lamong 

XVII 

thorns, and they wbi<ch 9 when they have 
heard* go forth* and are choaked with caret, 
and riches , and pleafures of this Uft> and 
bring no fruit Jo fcrfe&ion. Ib *his fliort 
fcntence are comprehended ail the pp- 
pofitions that were ever made, and aU 
the obftru&ions that were ©vcr raifed i 
againft the prpgrefs of religion trod vir- 
tue. Chrift forefow aad foiwtold the j 
power and fuccefs <&f thofe enemies (Mhodi 
he had to contend with, and takes enrery 
opportunity of warning us againft them. 
It is not the arguers, the reafatoers, Abe 
difputers of this wojrld, hut th*ca«s,*he 
riches, and the pleafures of it> which 
(hake the foundations of Chriftiauity. 
The ca*es and riches of this wotfld* like 
thofe thorns and briars to: whidb they 
are compared, are for the moft p«rt*n- 
feparable > they naturally bring forth and 
multiply each other : like them they 

blend 
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blend and twine together, not only to serm. 
flop our progrefs in the paths of truth 
and happinefs, but with their (harp 
points goad and torment us $ their rofes, 
if they have any, are not to be fmelt 
without danger, or plucked without pdn # 
The beautiful plants which fpring up 
around them, arechoaked up and withered 
by their pernicious influence : but if the 
tender blade which fpringeth tip from 
the good feed is not cheated up and over* 
whelmed by the cares and riches of this 
life, its growth is quickly and effe&ually 
(topped by the (till more deftru&ive//^- 
fures of it. If intereft and ambition are 
with propriety (tiled thorns and briars; 
the pleafures of this world may with 
equal juftice and propriety be compared 
to thofe gaudy flowers which we fo 
often fee intermingled with the (landing 
corn; however their variegated beauties 
may delight the eye of the traveller, the 
Z 3 hulband- 
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serm. hufbandman confiders them but as fo 

XVII 

many baneful and pernicious weeds, 
which draw away the moifture of the 
earth, and choak the progrefs of his 
riling harveft. And thus it is alfo with 
the vices and follies, the aipufements 
and gaieties of life , they enliven the face 
q{ nature, they gild our days with a falfe 
;md fpecious iuftre, but at the fame time 
loofen the bands of piety, and under-* 
mine the foundations of virtue, flea- 
fure is indeed the mod: dangerous enemy 
which the faith .of Chrifl: hath to con- 
tend with.: Cares and riches alienate 
and ingrofs, but pleafure corrupts and 
enflaves the mind. The ambitious man 
fometimes may be either reclaimed by 
rcafon, or reformed by difappointment; 
may turn his thoughts from the fearch 
after honours and preferments, towards 
the acquifition of the one thing needful: 
f he covetous man may learn, by long ex r 

jperience. 
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perience, the vanity of. riches ; may be serm. 
convinced that it is not in their power to XVIL 
bgftow that happinefs whkh they had 
promifed; even be may leave his. beloved 
treafures to fearch after the riches of 
ChriftV love, and to enjoy the ineftimable 
treafures of, his bountiful Redeemer. But 
when the lover of pleafure, by a continual 
indulgence in fenfuai gratifications, has 
corrupted and depraved his appetite, he 
treads for ever in the fame dirty path, 
fwallows the intoxicating draught even 
to the laft dregs, and feldom quits his 
vices till he is no longer able to purfue 
them, Thofe, in fhort, who in thefe 
our days, as well as thofe of our blefled 
Saviour, are choaked with the cares, the 
riches, or the pleafures ©f life, very fel- 
dom, if ever, bring fruit to perfe&ion. 
The foil, we Know, in which the feed is 
fown, may be, to all outward appearance, 
fair and fertile, the blade may fpring up, 
Z4 ' and 
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serm. and the field look gay and lu*uri«ftt, and 
yif perhaps, m a ftiort tiirie, Wetd* (flay 
o^er-run, the ftoriw may blaft, vt d£ 
carikfcNworm deftroy all the promifirig 
hopes of the impatient hufbandman. Ho^ 
bftefy and in like manner, do we lee tKofl 
who have been bleft with a virtuous atkj 
liberal education, who have Kftehed to 
the word of God, and received it #f<h 
joy, yet in time of temptation have felted 
ftway i who have livfed to deny that Gbd 
ivhoni they worfhipped, and to reje# thit 
faith which they profefled $ who have 
be6ft fo ehoaked tvith the cares, To be- 
trayed by the pleafures, dr fo ehflaved by 
the riches of this world, as to dfefpife the 
ordinances, and trample on the com- 
mandments of their Creator, and to aft iii 
direct oppbfition to his will ; who, What- 
ever might be their fpecibus pretences 
to honour arid virtue, never proved their - 
Regard for them by their cdnil\i& 4hi| 

beha- 
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behaviur, nevter abounded in good wotic% ggg^ 
«c brcwght their fruit to perft&km* *J**\ 

The Fourth and laft fpecies of hearerfr 
mentioned in the parable, are tbey t 
who in an honejt and good heart ', having 
beafd the word, keep it, And bring forth 
fruit with patient*. By thefe our Saviour* 
da doitbt, meant to drftinguilh thofe 
*Uuftrioi*s few, who, unawed by power* 
and uniftfluenced by example, followed 
the dictates of their ovvp confeierrce -, who 
not only liftened to the words of righte- 
oufneft and truth, but (hewed their belief 
by their a&ions, and the fincerity of their 
profeflions by the uniformity of their 
pra&jp: they brought forth fruit with 
patience* ; Thpugh we do not, in the 
prefent lukewarm and degenerate age* 
meet with that zeal and alacrity in the 
caufe of Ghrift a&d his religion, which 
fl»o»$ fortfcanjflngft the. primitive faints 

*md 
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serm. and martyrs, thanks be to God there are 

WIT • 

\ ftill fome feeds which have fallen into 
good ground, and fpring up and bear 
fruit amongft us : there are fome who 
oppofe the ftream of vice, and ftem the 
torrent of irftpiety, fome who, fuperior 
tofafhion, prejudice, and example, fup* 
port the mouldering pillars of our faith, 
and prop the decaying fabric of Chris- 
tianity. What then, upon the whole, is 
the moral life we are to draw from this 
parable ? This the beautiful allegory 
doth itfelf fufficiently point out unto us. 
The good hufbandman will j by labour ajid 
affiduity, -meliorate and fertilize every 
foil : if the ground be hardaiid rocky, he 
will foften ; if it be poor and barrel, he 
will cultivate and enrich it $ if, it be by 
the way- fide, and lies open to thb in* 
juries of travellers, he will endeavour to 
fence, to inclofe and fecure it, left the 
jfeed be trodden down, or the foWls of 

th<5 
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the air devour it : if the thorns and briars serm, 

XVII 

fpring up,' and choak his rifing harveft, 
he will root op and deftroy them. And 
*in like manner, we alfp muft aft with 
our own minds 5 if they are of fo obdu- 
rate a nature, that religious truths mak$ 
but little, or very flight impreflions on 
themj if, when we hear the word of 
God, we do not attend ferioufly unto it, 
but differ our minds to wander after 
other objfcfts, we flvould endeavour, by 
every means in our power, to (often and 
fubdue them ; to open and enlarge them, 
fo as to render them capable of receiving 
the good feeds of holinels and perfe&ion. 
If we find them flu&uating and incon- 
ftant, drifting with every wind of doc- 
trine, we muft exert all pur ftjength to 
fix and eftablifh them. If, by long ac- 
quaintance with our own treacherous 
hearts, we difcover that they are op* 
preffed by the cares of this world, at- 

t4che4 
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a?RM. taehed to the riches* or intoxicated bv 
xv 11 * 

the pteafiiFe* of it, we ftioqld then make 

It our foaftant bufinefs to alienate our 

38fe6H«ms from foch unworthy purfuitSj 

to emptor them in cares that might be 

pfo&able, in the feartfh of richer that 

would be lifting, and pleafures that 

Would be wfftdifig.and iffcmoftal. 

Jhit l*Aty, and abe>ve all, We mtrft re* 
Wfcifcber the grwt :fot>nt$in and founda- 
tion of «li truth and righteoufoefc* an 
Jwmriit^nd gocfci heart ) be careful that in 
all rrligioto matters we carry with us a 
muitf dpen to ct>i*vi&km $ this will re* 
iapve etery obftaete, cftid kfien every dif« 
IktlJtjM if the precepts of Chriftianity 
h*Yfc my thing harfl* or fevere in them, 
iAiV vviH rtfncter them fmooth, eafy, and 
fffa&iitftble;; if they are crb&ure, this will 
enlighten; and if they are rigid, it will 
fcfteA them ; this animating and invigor- 
ating 
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ating principle will vegetate the feeds of serm. 
truth, ripen foith into praftice, and bring XVIL 
forth fruit unto faivation* Let us then, 
my brethren, put up our prayers to the 
great hufbandman who fowed the feeds 
of the Gofpel, even Jefus Chrift the 
•righteous, that he will himfelf gracioufly 
condefcend to affift us in our labours, 
to cultivate and improve the barren and 
unprofitable foil of our obdurate hearts, 
water them with the heavenly dew of 
his divine mercy, ftrengthen and fertilize 
them with his enlivening grace, that fo 
they may (hoot forth into a fair and 
plenteous harveft of piety and gpodnefs, 
and bear fruit, fome thirty, fome fifty r 
and fome an hundred fold. 
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